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A Horizon: A mineral soil horizon at the soil surface or below an O (organic) 
horizon characterized by accumulation of humified organic matter intricately 
mixed with the mineral fraction. 

Assessment Model: A simple model that defines the relationship between 
ecosystem and landscape-scale variables and functional capacity of a wetland. The 
model is developed and calibrated using reference wetlands from a Reference 
Domain. 

Assessment Objective: The reason why an assessment of wetland functions is 
being conducted. Assessment objectives normally fall into one of three categories. 
These include: documenting existing conditions, comparing different wetlands at 
the same point in time (e.g., alternatives analysis), and comparing the same 
wetland at different points in time (e.g., impact analysis or mitigation success).  

Assessment Team (A-Team): An interdisciplinary group of regional and local 
scientists responsible for classification of wetlands within a region, identification 
of reference wetlands, construction of assessment models, definition of reference 
standards, and calibration of assessment models. 

Ecosystem: In a defined area, all populations of organisms and their nonliving 
environment that function together as an ecological system. 

Evapotranspiration (ET): The loss of water to the atmosphere by evaporation 
from open water and soil surfaces and by transpiration from plants. 

Functional Assessment: The process by which the capacity of a wetland to 
perform a function is measured relative to the unaltered condition. This approach 
measures capacity using an assessment model to determine a functional capacity 
index. 

Functional Capacity: The rate or magnitude at which a wetland ecosystem 
performs a function relative to the unaltered condition. Functional capacity is 
dictated by the characteristics of the wetland ecosystem and the surrounding 
landscape and interaction between the two. 

Functional Capacity Index (FCI): An index of the capacity of a wetland to 
perform a function relative to other wetlands from a Regional Wetland Subclass in 
a Reference Domain. Functional capacity indices are by definition scaled from 0.0 
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to 1.0. An index of 1.0 indicates a wetland performs a function at the 
characteristic and sustainable level of functioning for the regional subclass, the 
level equivalent to a wetland under reference standard conditions in a Reference 
Domain. 

Hectare (ha): Metric unit of measurement equal to 10,000 m2 (approx. 
2.48 acres). 

Hydrogeomorphic (HGM) Wetland Class: The highest level in the 
hydrogeomorphic wetland classification. There are seven basic hydrogeomorphic 
wetland classes, including estuarine and lacustrine fringe, depression, slope, 
riverine, and organic and mineral soil flat.   

Indicator: Indicators are observable characteristics that correspond to identifiable 
variable conditions in a wetland or the surrounding landscape.  

Jurisdictional Wetland: Areas that meet the soil, vegetation, and hydrologic 
criteria described in the “Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual” 
(Environmental Laboratory 1987) or its successor. 

Lateral Drainage Distance: Distance over which a drainage feature is expected 
to drain water from a WAA. An algorithm developed by van Schilfgaarde is used 
to determine lateral distance using constants based on characteristics of soils in 
Wet Pine Flats by the depth of the drainage feature and the soil series. 

Leaf Area Index (LAI): The total leaf area (one surface only) per unit area of 
ground over which leaves occur. 

Meter (m): Metric unit of length equal to approximately 39.37 inches or 
1.09 feet. 

Microtopographic Features: Variations of 5-20 cm in elevation that occur over 
small spatial scales (25-200 cm2). In Wet Pine Flats, these are mostly formed by 
graminoid tussocks. 

Mitigation: Restoration or creation of a wetland to replace functional capacity 
that is lost as a result of project impacts.  

Partial Wetland Assessment Area: A portion of a WAA that is identified a 
priori, or while applying the assessment procedure, because it is relatively 
homogeneous and different from the rest of the WAA with respect to one or more 
model variables. The difference may occur naturally or as a result of 
anthropogenic disturbance. 

Pine Silviculture: The commercial production of pine trees as a crop for saw-
wood or pulp. Intensive silviculture includes constructing raised beds on which 
pine seedlings are planted; bedding variables in all modeled functions in Wet Pine 
Flats.  

Project Alternatives: Different ways in which a given project can be handled. 
Alternatives may vary in terms of project location, design, method of construction, 
amount of fill required, and other ways. 

Project Area: The area that encompasses all activities related to an ongoing or 
proposed project. 
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Red Flag Features: Features of a wetland or the surrounding landscape to which 
special recognition or protection is assigned on the basis of objective criteria. The 
recognition or protection may occur at a federal, state, regional, or local level.   

Reference Domain: The geographic area from which reference wetlands are 
selected. A Reference Domain may or may not include the entire geographic area 
in which a Regional Wetland Subclass occurs. 

Reference Standards: Conditions exhibited by a group of reference wetlands that 
correspond to a level of functioning that is both characteristic for the reference 
subclass and is sustainable over the long term without human intervention. The 
characteristic level of functional capacity is assigned an index value of 1.0 by 
definition.  

Reference Standard Wetlands: Wetlands within the reference wetland data set 
that represent the characteristic and sustainable level of functioning for the 
regional subclass. Generally, they are the least altered wetland sites in the least 
altered landscapes. By definition, the functional capacity index for all functions is 
1.0 in reference standard wetlands. 

Reference Wetlands: Wetland sites that encompass the variability (altered and 
unaltered) of a Regional Wetland Subclass in a Reference Domain. Reference 
wetlands are used to establish the range of conditions for construction and 
calibration of functional indices and establish reference standards. 

Region: A geographic area that is relatively homogenous with respect to large-
scale factors such as climate and geology that may influence how a specific 
subclass of wetlands function. 

Regional Wetland Subclass: Wetlands within a region that are similar with 
respect to hydrogeomorphic (HGM) attributes by which the HGM subclass has 
been classified. There may be more than one Regional Wetland Subclass 
identified within each broad HGM wetland class.  

Resources: Life-history requirements for maintaining a sustainable local 
population of an animal species, including food and suitable areas for shelter, 
nesting sites, resting areas, courtship and other reproductive activities, and 
movement among areas. (See Supplemental Resources.) 

Savanna: Landscape of widely spaced trees on mineral soil with a graminoid-
dominated ground layer and with sparse shrub and midstory cover. Some wet pine 
savannas in the Southeast support (at small spatial scales) an exceptionally rich 
herbaceous layer. 

Silviculture: See Pine Silviculture. 

Soil Porosity: The fraction as percent of total volume of soil occupied by 
channels and spaces. 

Supplemental Resources: Resources available to animals for foraging, breeding, 
resting, or migration that are outside a defined area. In Wet Pine Flats, 
supplemental resources are largely determined by a frequent fire regime, which 
maintains savanna habitat. (See Resources.) 
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Variable: An attribute or characteristic of a wetland ecosystem or the surrounding 
landscape that influences the capacity of a wetland to perform a function.  

Variable Condition: The condition of a variable as determined through 
quantitative or qualitative measure.  

Variable Index: A measure of how an assessment model variable in a wetland 
compares to the reference standards of a Regional Wetland Subclass in a 
Reference Domain.    

Wetlands: In Section 404 of the Clean Water Act: “.......areas that are inundated 
or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to 
support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of 
vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands 
generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas” (Corps Regulation 
33 CFR 328.3 and EPA Regulations 40 CFR 230.3). In a more general sense, 
wetlands are three-dimensional segments of the natural world where the presence 
of water, at or near the surface, creates conditions leading to the development of 
redoximorphic soil conditions, and the presence of a flora and fauna adapted to 
the permanently or periodically flooded or saturated conditions. (See 
Jurisdictional Wetland.) 

Wetland Assessment Area (WAA): The wetland area to which results of an 
assessment are applied.    

Wetland Functions: The normal activities or actions that occur in wetland 
ecosystems or, simply, the things that wetlands do. Wetland functions result 
directly from the characteristics of a wetland ecosystem and the surrounding 
landscape and their interaction.  
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