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Abstract 

NATURAL RESOURCE PLAN 
for the 

ON-FARM PORTION 
of the 

BAYOU METO IRRIGATION PROJECT 

This Natural Resource Plan was developed to analyze the benefits and impacts of on-farm 
conservation practices, which could be utilized to address the declining groundwater, supply 
currently being utilized as an irrigation source for a large area of eastern Arkansas. This plan 
covers only the on-farm portion of the project and will be included as a part of an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) to be completed at a later date, which will include a surface water delivery 
system. It also includes provisions for utilizing the project components to provide waterfowl 
feeding and resting areas, fish habitat, and additional habitat for shore birds during the fall and 
winter months. 

Recommended solutions to identified problems, opportunities, and environmental impacts are 
included in this document. 

Alternatives considered during plan formulation were a no action alternative, a 
conservation/storage alternative, an alternate surface source alternative, a combination 
conservation/storage/alternate surface source alternative, and an alternate groundwater source 
alternative. The recommended plan is the combination conservation/storage/alternate surface 
source alternative. 

This document is intended to be a part of an overall project EIS which will fulfill the requirements 
of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, Public Law 91-190, as amended (42 U.S.C. et 
seq). 

This plan was prepared by the Natural Resources Conservation Service. Others contributing to the 
plan include: 

Arkansas Soil and Water Conservation Commission 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

For additional information contact: 

Kalven L. Trice 
State Conservationist 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Room 5404, Federal Building 
700 West Capitol Avenue 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
Telephone: (501) 324-5445 












































































































































































































































































































