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Abstract 

Congress codified the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA), 
to provide guidelines and requirements for preserving tangible elements of 
the nation’s past. This was done primarily through the creation of the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Through Sections 110 and 106 
of the NHPA, federal agencies are required to address their cultural re-
sources, which are defined as any prehistoric or historic district, site, 
building, structure, or object.  

This document contains the nomination form and all supporting docu-
mentation for listing the William Barstow Mansion property, located at 
300 Steamboat Road, Kings Point, in Nassau County, New York, on the 
NRHP. The property is considered historically significant on a statewide 
level as a reminder of the “Golden Age” of the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. The property consists of two contributing features—
the William Barstow Mansion and garage—which retain their integrity 
from the period of significance, 1915–1960. The property is part of the 
McNulty Campus of the United States Merchant Marine Academy and cur-
rently serves as the American Merchant Marine Museum. It was listed on 
29 August 2014 as NRHP #14000539. 

 

DISCLAIMER: The contents of this report are not to be used for advertising, publication, or promotional purposes. 
Citation of trade names does not constitute an official endorsement or approval of the use of such commercial products. 
All product names and trademarks cited are the property of their respective owners. The findings of this report are not to 
be construed as an official Department of the Army position unless so designated by other authorized documents. 

DESTROY THIS REPORT WHEN NO LONGER NEEDED. DO NOT RETURN IT TO THE ORIGINATOR. 
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Unit Conversion Factors 

Multiply By To Obtain 

acres 4,046.873 square meters 

degrees Fahrenheit (F-32)/1.8 degrees Celsius 

feet 0.3048 meters 

gallons (U.S. liquid) 3.785412 E-03 cubic meters 

hectares 1.0 E+04 square meters 

inches 0.0254 meters 

miles (U.S. statute) 1,609.347 meters 

miles per hour 0.44704 meters per second 

square feet 0.09290304 square meters 

square inches 6.4516 E-04 square meters 

square miles 2.589998 E+06 square meters 

square yards 0.8361274 square meters 

yards 0.9144 meters 
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1 Methodology  

1.1 Background 

Congress codified the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA), 
the nation’s most effective cultural resources legislation to date, in order to 
provide guidelines and requirements for preserving tangible elements of 
our past. This was done primarily through the creation of the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Contained within this piece of 
legislation (Sections 110 and 106) are requirements for federal agencies to 
address their cultural resources, which are defined as any prehistoric or 
historic district, site, building, structure, or object. Section 110 requires 
federal agencies to inventory and evaluate their cultural resources. Section 
106 requires the determination of effect of federal undertakings on 
properties deemed eligible or potentially eligible for the NRHP.  

The William Barstow Mansion property is located at 300 Steamboat Road, 
Kings Point, Nassau County, New York. The property is part of the 
McNulty Campus of the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy (USMMA) and 
currently serves as the American Merchant Marine Museum (AMMM).  

The William Barstow Mansion property boundary includes the area 
immediately surrounding the mansion and the garage and the landscape 
to the west of the mansion to the shore of Long Island Sound. Both the 
mansion and garage retain their integrity from the period of significance, 
1915–1960. Other portions of the former estate of William S. Barstow have 
not retained their integrity and are not included as part of the historic 
property. Figure 1 and Figure 2 show the area included in the nomination 
(these maps are also contained within the NRHP nomination form 
reproduced in Chapter 2). 
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Figure 1. Location map of William Barstow Mansion. (Details are from the Flushing, 
NY, U.S. Geological Survey Quadrangle Map.) 

 

Figure 2. Sketch map showing boundary and buildings of the William Barstow 
Mansion. Building #1 is the Mansion and #2 is the garage. 
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1.2 Approach 

1.2.1 Previous reports 

The USMMA has performed three other architectural inventories and 
evaluations of buildings at the USMMA per Section 110 of the NHPA. In 
2005, the Louis Berger Group wrote Cultural Resources Survey Report, 
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, Kings Point, New York. The second 
reported the character-defining features of contributing buildings and 
structures in the USMMA Historic District and was written by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, Engineer Research Development Center-
Construction and Engineering Research Laboratory (ERDC-CERL) (Smith 
et al. 2014a). This report expanded the historic context and the historic 
district contained in the Louis Berger report. A third report captured the 
USMMA Historic District nomination to the NRHP (Smith et al. 2014b). 

While the William Barstow Mansion property is on the USMMA grounds, 
it is not part of the USMMA Historic District.  

1.2.2 Current project 

ERDC-CERL was retained by USMMA to complete a Section 110 inventory 
and assessment of all buildings and structures within the USMMA. One 
outcome was the nomination of the William Barstow Mansion property for 
listing on the NRHP, as detailed in Chapter 2 of this report. 

1.2.3 Site visits 

ERDC-CERL researchers inventoried and assessed the buildings and 
structures within the William Barstow Mansion Historic District during 
three site visits that occurred in December 2012, January 2013, and April 
2013.  

1.2.4 Submission to NRHP 

The nomination of the William Barstow Mansion property was submitted 
to the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places in July 2014 and 
approved as listing #14000539 on 29 August 2014. Details of the 
submission along with the complete nomination form are in Chapter 2 of 
this report. 
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1.3 Researchers 

This project was conducted by ERDC-CERL in Champaign, Illinois. The 
researchers were Adam Smith (M.Arch), with 15 years experience in mili-
tary architectural history; Susan Enscore (PhD.), with over 20 years expe-
rience in military history; and Megan Weaver Tooker (MLA), with 15 years 
experience as a historic landscape architect. 
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2 National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 

The following 135 pages in this chapter reproduce the NPS Form 10-990-a 
which was submitted by The United States Maritime Administration Fed-
eral Preservation Office to the New York State Historic Preservation Of-
ficer (SHPO) for concurrence in March 2014 and to the Keeper of the 
National Register of Historic Places in July 2014. Formal acceptance by 
the NRHP came on 29 August 2014 as listing #14000539.  

The William Barstow Mansion property’s period of significance is 1915–
1960. The listing consists of two contributing features (mansion and gar-
age), which both retain their integrity and meet National Register Criteria 
A, B, and C at a state level. Criterion A is met through the association of 
the remaining structures from this period with the history of the Long Is-
land “Gold Coast” estates. Criterion B is met through the continuing asso-
ciation of the property with William S. Barstow, a prominent industrialist 
of the era. Criterion C is met through the design of the main mansion and 
garage on the Barstow property.  

The property’s centerpiece is the Mediterranean Revival-style Barstow 
mansion, which is located on the waterfront with expansive grounds. A 
secondary structure is the Mediterranean Revival-style former garage. The 
William Barstow Mansion contains features that contribute to these areas 
of significance, and it conveys a sense of historic and architectural cohe-
siveness through its location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association.  

Descriptions of all contributing and noncontributing resources to the dis-
trict (along with numerous photographs) are contained in the nomination 
form that follows.  
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