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Abstract: This report provides current interior and exterior conditions 
for 19 buildings at the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic Dis-
trict at Fort Bliss, Texas. The building inventories contain written descrip-
tions and current color photographs detailing the buildings’ important 
characteristics. A historic context is provided to aid understanding of the 
historical significance of these buildings. This report updates and expands 
previous ERDC-CERL studies of the William Beaumont General Hospital 
Historic District buildings, providing a snapshot in time documenting the 
buildings’ condition as a permanent record. 

 

DISCLAIMER: The contents of this report are not to be used for advertising, publication, or promotional purposes. 
Citation of trade names does not constitute an official endorsement or approval of the use of such commercial products. 
All product names and trademarks cited are the property of their respective owners. The findings of this report are not to 
be construed as an official Department of the Army position unless so designated by other authorized documents. 
 
DESTROY THIS REPORT WHEN NO LONGER NEEDED. DO NOT RETURN IT TO THE ORIGINATOR. 
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1 Methodology 

Background 

Beginning in Fiscal Year 1995, the Directorate of Public Works and Logistics, 
Fort Bliss, Texas, funded the U.S. Army Construction Engineering Research 
Laboratory (CERL) in Champaign, Illinois (CERL is part of the Engineer Re-
search and Development Center [ERDC]), to prepare documentation and an 
evaluation of 70 properties at the William Beaumont General Hospital 
(WBGH) area in accordance with standards specified by Historic American 
Buildings Survey (HABS), a program administered by the U.S. Department of 
the Interior. These buildings were part of the WBGH originally constructed 
northwest of the Fort Bliss Reservation in 1920-21. The completed report, In-
ventory and Evaluation of the Historic William Beaumont General Hospital 
Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center (McCarthy et al. 1996), 
determined the existence of a historic district, and provided individual build-
ing exterior inventory forms. These buildings form a cohesive environment 
based on architectural styles, construction materials, and geographic prox-
imity, and contribute to an understanding of the hospital’s role of providing 
medical service to thousands of American Soldiers and their dependents dur-
ing periods of both war and peace. 

The main cantonment of Fort Bliss is located in the western tip of Texas, bor-
dering the city of El Paso along U.S. Highway 54. Over the course of its his-
tory, Fort Bliss has evolved from a small infantry outpost to a major cavalry 
post to an anti-aircraft training and guided missile testing center. Today, Fort 
Bliss is home to the Army’s Air Defense School and the U.S. Army Sergeants 
Major Academy. 

The William Beaumont Army Medical Center (WBAMC), formerly the WBGH, 
is situated northwest of Fort Bliss’ main cantonment area, between Fred Wil-
son Road and Hayes Avenue. The construction of the hospital’s initial 48 
buildings in 1920-21 signaled the beginning of Fort Bliss’s role as a major 
military medical center. Over the next two decades WBGH served as both Fort 
Bliss’s station hospital and as a general hospital for the western portion of the 
Army’s 8th Service Command. 
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During World War II, WBGH expanded to include 174 buildings. Its capabili-
ties also expanded as the hospital began providing specialized medical care to 
wounded Soldiers returning from all theaters of the war.  In addition, a medi-
cal technicians’ school established at WBGH trained thousands of medical 
personnel who went on to serve at stations both at home and abroad. Follow-
ing the war, WBGH continued to serve the medical needs of Fort Bliss and 
surrounding military installations until the Army’s needs outgrew the capacity 
of the hospital. 

In 1969, the Army began construction of a new, 12-story hospital to the west 
of the WBGH area. Completed in 1972, the new facility became known as the 
William Beaumont Army Medical Center. As the Southwest’s major regional 
Army medical center, this modern facility now provides medical care to active 
and retired military personnel and their dependents in the three-state region 
of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. 

Today, part of the WBGH area is in the process of being leased to a private 
development company as part of the Army Enhanced Use Leasing Program. 
As a result, 19 buildings will be retained from the existing building stock un-
der consideration. Fort Bliss needs an updated interior and exterior survey for 
these buildings as a permanent record of present condition. 

Objectives 

The objective of this project is to compile existing information held by ERDC-
CERL concerning 19 buildings at the WBGH area, re-survey the interior and 
exterior of the buildings to verify existing information and correct out-dated 
information, and produce new interior and exterior digital photographs of the 
buildings. Final data will be formatted in a manner consistent with input into 
the existing Fort Bliss cultural resources Geographic Information System 
(GIS). 

Approach 

Fort Bliss needs an updated interior and exterior survey of 19 buildings at the 
WBGH to meet compliance requirements before the properties are put under 
lease. Under a Military Interdepartmental Purchase Request, the Engineer 
Research and Development Center’s Construction Engineering Research 
Laboratory (ERDC-CERL) was retained to undertake the project by complet-
ing an updated interior and exterior inventory for the study properties. 
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This report has several parts. First is the methodology used for the inventory, 
second is the historic context for understanding the historic significance of 
the buildings, and third are the historic property inventory forms for all 19 
buildings. 

Archival Research 

Archival research involves several tasks. The first task is the initial literature 
review. The second is to identify and locate primary research materials. 

Literature review. 

The research team used secondary literature to provide the historic context 
for understanding the significance of the buildings under study, and to get a 
baseline level of physical information about the buildings. Between 1996 and 
2000, ERDC-CERL completed five projects for Fort Bliss focused on WBGH 
buildings and landscapes: 

1) Inventory and Evaluation of the Historic William Beaumont General 
Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort Bliss, 
Texas (McCarthy et al. 1996). This report provides a historic context for the 
properties under study along with a basic level of architectural description 
which provide data for making determinations of eligibility to the National 
Register of Historic Places. Buildings studied were: 7000, 7001, 7005-7011, 
7014-7024, 7042, 7043, 7046, 7075, 7113, 7115, 7122, 7124, 7125, 7133, 7135-
7137, 7139, 7142, 7145,7146, 7147,  7151-7155, 7157-7159, 7161, 7162, 7166, 
7167, 7175, 7177, 7178, 7180, 7181, 7183-7194, 7241, and 7242. 

2) The William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District at Fort Bliss, 
Texas: Historic American Buildings Survey Level II (Ellsworth et al. 1997). 
Specific attention was given to the historical and architectural (interior and 
exterior) significance of ten buildings: 7011, 7024, 7115, 7133, 7145, 7151, 7152, 
7155, 7159, and 7184.1 The HABS historic context from 1997 is used in this 
study. 

                                                                 

1 HABS No. TX-3339-G through HABS No. TX-3339-Q. 
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3) William Beaumont General Hospital Historic Landscape Treatment and 
Management Plan (Siewers 1999). Landscape features in the historic district 
are identified and evaluated. Treatment and management recommendations 
for specific significant features are provided. 

4) Evaluation of the Interiors of Historically Significant Buildings in the Fort 
Bliss Main Post Historic District and William Beaumont General Hospital 
Historic District, Fort Bliss, Texas (McCarthy et al. 2000). The in-depth inte-
rior descriptions are provided for Buildings 7014-7020, and 7022-7024 – all 
officers’ quarters. 

5) Condition Assessment of William Beaumont General Hospital Historic 
Buildings, Fort Bliss, Texas (Napier and McCarthy 2000).  This study in-
volved Buildings 7122, 7251, 7152, 7155, 7157, 7158, 7159, 7166 and 7167. This 
assessment was a first step in determining the feasibility of rehabilitating the 
buildings and developing adaptive reuse designs. The focus was the overall 
integrity of the major building systems, evidence of failure or performance 
shortcomings, and the potential for continued serviceability. 

These reports provided varying levels of information on all of the study build-
ings. Baseline information was available only for Buildings 7000, 7124, 7125, 
7136, 7137, 7139, 7167, and 7183. The content of these reports was utilized as a 
starting point for the current study. 

Research material. 

The research team then located primary research materials and additional 
secondary materials to establish a strategy to best utilize these resources. In 
addition to the previously gathered material at ERDC-CERL, the research 
team compiled information from real property records and visual information 
(photographs, technical illustrations, architectural drawings, maps, charts, 
etc.). The Directorate of Public Works, Fort Bliss, provided most of these re-
sources. 

Site Visits 

The research team conducted a site visit to survey and identify the buildings 
(Table 1 and Figure 1). The site visit occurred in July 2006. During the site 
visit, two researchers conducted site reconnaissance on foot using photogra-
phy, sketches, and note-taking to document the interiors and exteriors, while 
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one researcher collected archival information such as real property cards, en-
gineering drawings, and historic photographs from the installation. 

Table 1. List of buildings surveyed. 

BLDG 
# 

YEAR 
BUILT HISTORIC FUNCTION 

CAT 
CODE 

SQUARE 
FEET 

7000 1943 POST HEAQUARTERS 61011 12112 
7115 1942 HOSPITAL 51010 34,072 
7122 1925 BANDSTAND 75052 695 
7124 1942 CLINIC 51020 9,564 
7125 1921 MED ADMIN 61025 9,487 
7133 1933 GEN PURP WHS 44220 11,290 
7136 1921 VET FACILITY 53040 11,755 
7137 1923 ADM GEN PURP 61050 1,332 
7139 1921 GEN STOREHOUSE 44270 5,996 
7151 1943 POST CHAPEL 61050 3,415 
7152 1942 THEAT W/STAGE 74076 4,702 
7155 1925 GYMNASIUM 74034 7,333 
7157 1921 ENL BKS TRAN 72120 6,945 
7158 1921 ENL BKS TRAN 72120 6,993 
7159 1921 ENL BKS TRAN 72120 6,622 
7166 1922 PO BRANCH 72330 2,240 
7167 1921 LIBRARY MAIN 72330 4,389 
7183 1923 FH JR NCO/ENL 71116 1,065 
7184 1923 FH JR NCO/ENL 71116 1,065 

 

 

 
Figure 1. Map of William Beaumont Medical Center area (2001), 

with study buildings in red (2006). 
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Analysis 

After the research was complete, the team analyzed the gathered information. 
Archival and field information was integrated throughout the course of the 
research, necessitating an integration of visual and written sources in the final 
report. 

This survey relied on visual reconnaissance and photographs to create and 
illustrate findings and to provide evidence of the remaining historical charac-
teristics of the structures surveyed. Researchers relied on real property cards 
and engineering plans, and historic photographs when available, for the 
original conditions. The researchers relied on the information from the real 
property office and the engineering plans to determine size, areas, costs, al-
terations, and uses of the buildings. All information for each building was ed-
ited into an inventory form. These forms contain a site map, photographs, de-
scription of the building; history; architectural integrity, consistency of use 
over time, Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) coordinates, owner, owner’s 
address, general condition of property, additions/alterations, bibliography, 
and building plans. 

Acknowledgements 
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2 History of Fort Bliss and WBGH 

U.S. Military at El Paso 

The city of El Paso, Texas, takes its name from the pass through the Rocky 
Mountains originally known as “El Paso del Norte” (the Pass of the North).2 
This pass was geographically important in the nineteenth century because its 
low elevation made it the only perpetually ice-free pass between the Canadian 
and Mexican borders. As such, it became a natural pathway from the East to 
California. The discovery of gold in California in January of 1848 only in-
creased the importance of the pass as hopeful miners and migrants soon be-
gan streaming through the area. 

Prior to 1848, the El Paso region was Mexican territory. Just weeks after the 
gold discovery in California, however, the Mexican-American War was com-
ing to its conclusion. Hostilities between the two countries began when Mex-
ico refused to discuss the annexation of Texas by the United States. The 
United States formally declared war on Mexico in May of 1846. Several battles 
took place in Mexico over the next year and half in which U.S. forces defeated 
their Mexican counterparts. The war formally ended on February 2, 1848, 
with the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. The terms of this treaty 
stipulated that, in addition to recognizing Texas as part of the United States, 
the Mexican government cede 500,000 square miles of Mexican territory, in-
cluding the land that is now the city of El Paso, to the United States in return 
for the sum of $15 million. The United States acquired additional land along 
the Gila River from Mexico with the Gadsden Purchase in late 1853.3 The 
former Mexican territory would eventually make up the states of California, 

                                                                 
2 Some confusion exists concerning the name El Paso. At the time of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
(1848), the settlement of El Paso was on the Mexican side of the Rio Grande River. There was no settlement 
on the American side until after the war. Soon after the war, three ranches were established on the American 
side and the village that eventually grew near these ranches became known as "Franklin." The post office of 
"El Paso, El Paso County" was established on July 26, 1852 although presumably the post office was located 
at Franklin. The town apparently went by two names for several years until it was officially incorporated as El 
Paso on June 18, 1873. Meanwhile, the Mexican settlement across the Rio Grande was known as "El Paso 
del Norte" until the Chihuaha State Legislature officially changed the name to Ciudad Juarez on September 
16, 1882 (William J. Glasgow, "On the Confusion Caused By the Name of El Paso," Password, [El Paso His-
torical Society] 11 (February 1957): 66-67.) 
3The Gadsden Purchase also included the El Paso Upper Valley which contains one of the world’s richest 
copper deposits. The establishment of copper smelts in the area contributed greatly to El Paso’s growth and 
strategic importance. 
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Nevada, Utah, the majority of New Mexico and Arizona, and parts of Colorado 
and Wyoming. 

With the addition of this vast new territory to the country, the U.S. govern-
ment quickly recognized the need to survey the lands, establish routes, and 
provide protection to westward-traveling migrants from marauding Apaches 
and Comanches. Consequently, on November 7, 1848, the U.S. War Depart-
ment issued Order No. 58 calling for the exploration of and establishment of 
routes between San Antonio and El Paso del Norte. The order also called for 
the establishment of a military post at El Paso del Norte (Army Times 1966, p 
30). 

The Post Opposite El Paso 

The first U.S. troops at El Paso del Norte consisted of six rifle companies of 
the 3rd Infantry Regiment. They arrived in September of 1849. Leasing land 
from a local merchant and rancher, these troops established a military post 
known simply as “The Post Opposite El Paso.” This early post, one of only two 
Army posts in the region (the other being the Post at San Elizario, Texas), was 
located in the western portion of the present day city of El Paso. The mission 
of this post was to establish law and order, to guard the local roads, to provide 
escorts to travelers through the area, to thwart Apache and Comanche raids 
and, in general, to maintain an American presence on the new international 
border (Metz 1988, p 31). The Post Opposite El Paso lasted less than 2 years. 
Motivated by economic considerations, the Army closed the post in 1851 and 
transferred the men to Fort Fillmore, 40 miles to the north. 

Establishment of Fort Bliss 

The Army returned to El Paso in early 1854, establishing a new post in the 
area designated simply as the “Post of El Paso.” The Army rented quarters for 
men of the 8th Infantry at nearby Magoffinsville. On March 8, 1854, the Army 
officially renamed the post Fort Bliss, in honor of Lieutenant Colonel William 
Wallace Smith Bliss, an Army assistant adjutant general who had been Gen-
eral Zachary Taylor’s Chief of Staff during the Mexican-American War. 

Gold miners and emigrants soon began streaming through the El Paso area, 
taking advantage of the military protection provided by Fort Bliss and three 
other military posts in the region. Troops at Fort Bliss occupied themselves by 
providing escorts to travelers and campaigning frequently against the Apache 
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and Comanche in the region. During this period, the little settlement of El 
Paso began growing, due in large part to the stabilizing effect of the military 
and the resulting increase in traffic through the area (Harris and Sadler 1993, 
p 2). 

In 1861, with the specter of civil war looming on the horizon, Texas seceded 
from the Union. Major General David E Twiggs, the commander of Fort Bliss 
and a Southern sympathizer, ordered the abandonment of the post in Febru-
ary 1861. By mid-summer of that year, the Confederate 2nd Regiment, Texas 
Mounted Rifles, occupied the fort. The following year, as Union troops ad-
vanced, the Confederates abandoned the fort, burning it before they left. 

When the Civil War ended, the westward migration that had been interrupted 
by the war resumed. The renewed movement of people through the El Paso 
area prompted the Army to rebuild Fort Bliss in 1865 and 1866 (Metz 1988, p 
47-53) Unfortunately severe flooding of the Rio Grande caused extensive 
damage to the rebuilt post in 1868.  As a result, the Army decided to move the 
fort to a less troublesome location.  The new fort, situated approximately 
three to four miles north of the previous fort, was initially referred to as Camp 
Concordia because it was situated on land leased from the Concordia Ranch.  
In March 1869, the fort once again became known officially as Fort Bliss 
(Harris and Saddler 1993, p 3). 

In the mid-1870s, the U.S. government sought to save money by closing Army 
posts and Fort Bliss was among those targeted. In January 1877, the post 
closed for the second time in its brief history. With the military absent, social 
and political stability in the El Paso area began to erode, culminating in the El 
Paso Salt War. The troubles began when El Paso politicians tried to collect 
fees from Mexicans living in San Elizario who took salt from beds located a 
hundred miles east of El Paso. Violence and mob action prompted the Army 
to return to El Paso to quell the civil unrest (Metz 1988, pp 56-58). This time 
the Army decided to stay.  In February 1879, Congress appropriated funds for 
the purchase of land and the construction of a new post on a site west of El 
Paso called Hart’s Mill.  The Army used military labor to construct officers’ 
quarters, enlisted men’s barracks, and a post hospital.  The new post was 
completed in December 1880 and retained the name Fort Bliss (Metz 1988, 
pp 59-61). 
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The year 1881 was an important year for El Paso and Fort Bliss as it marked 
the arrival of the railroad. In May of that year, the Southern Pacific Railroad, 
which had been building eastward from southern California, reached El Paso. 
Later that same year, the Southern Pacific joined its tracks with the westward-
building Galveston, Harrisburg, and San Antonio Railroad (Southern Pacific-
controlled) and the Texas and Pacific Railroad (Timmons 1990, p 166). These 
developments had a dramatic effect on El Paso. Before the arrival of the rail-
road, El Paso was just a sleepy little town. Afterwards, the city’s population 
boomed as merchants, bankers, real estate dealers, cattlemen, miners, and 
others came to the city to take advantage of the presence of the railroads. By 
1890, five American and two Mexican railroads converged at El Paso, making 
the city a vitally important commercial distribution center (El Paso Progres-
sive Association 1890). 

The importance of Fort Bliss increased as El Paso rapidly transformed into an 
important railroad hub. Historically, the relationship between the western 
railroads and the Army was one of mutual benefit. The railroads relied on the 
Army to provide protection to its construction crews and the lines themselves 
once they were completed. The Army, in turn, came to rely heavily on the rail-
roads for transport of troops and supplies. Troops stationed at Fort Bliss did 
provide protection to the railroad’s construction crews and to the trains them-
selves. Initially, however, the railroads proved to be more of a nuisance to 
Fort Bliss than they were a blessing. In February 1881, the Santa Fe Railroad 
insisted that the best location for their tracks was right down the middle of 
the Fort Bliss parade ground. Incredibly, Congress gave its approval to the 
railroad’s plan. In those days, railroad magnates wielded significant political 
clout. Predictably, this arrangement proved inconvenient for Fort Bliss. More 
pressing concerns, however, temporarily overshadowed this inconvenience. 

When the Indian wars began to subside in the 1880s, the Army began con-
solidating its smaller posts into larger and more permanent facilities. This 
consolidation effort threatened Fort Bliss’s existence. After touring New Mex-
ico and parts of Texas in 1881, General Philip Sheridan, Commander of the 
Department of Missouri, recommended making Fort Selden, some 54 miles 
north of El Paso, the major fort in the region. That meant Fort Bliss would 
likely be closed. William T. Sherman, Commanding General of the Army, ini-
tially agreed with Sheridan’s recommendation. Sherman changed his mind, 
however, after visiting Fort Bliss and Fort Selden in 1882. The strategic im-
portance of Fort Bliss’s position near the United States-Mexico border, the 
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presence of railroads, an adequate water supply, and the potential for expan-
sion, all worked in favor of Fort Bliss. Although Sherman’s final decision was 
delayed for several years while an uprising by Geronimo in Arizona occupied 
his attention, he ultimately chose to expand Fort Bliss and to close Fort Sel-
den (Harris and Sadler 1993, p 4; Metz 1988, pp 67-68). 

Although Fort Bliss had escaped closure, other problems soon came to light. 
By 1889, trains stopping regularly at Fort Bliss were interrupting drills and 
marches, and generally making for a dangerous situation. In addition, it was 
becoming apparent that if Fort Bliss was to become the major fort in the re-
gion, it would have to expand significantly. Brigadier General David S. Stanley 
argued that the location of Fort Bliss made it vulnerable to attack if hostile 
forces were to occupy a range of hills directly across the Rio Grande. Stanley 
also pointed out that the location of the fort did not offer sufficient space for 
expansion. Consequently, the Army once again began to look for a new loca-
tion that could support a regimental-size post. This time several prominent 
citizens of El Paso provided assistance to the Army, fully aware that a regi-
mental-size post at El Paso would be a boon to the local economy. Forming a 
citizen’s association, the group raised money and purchased 1,266 acres on 
Lanoria Mesa and then donated the land to the Army for the new post (Metz 
1988, pp 67-68). This land became the site of present-day Fort Bliss. 

Fort Bliss at Lanoria Mesa 

Congress authorized a $150,000 appropriation for Fort Bliss in March 1890. 
Construction at Lanoria Mesa began in August 1891 and continued over the 
next 2 years. The original plan called for the new post to house three infantry 
companies with the possibility for future expansion. Laid out around a central 
parade ground situated along the curve of the mesa, the initial construction 
featured officers’ quarters lining the west side of the parade ground with bar-
racks, a mess hall, and a hospital lining the east side (Figure 2). The north and 
south sides of the parade ground remained open for future construction. 
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Figure 2. Original layout of Fort Bliss, 1894 (National Archives, Record Group 92). 

Captain George Ruhlen, assistant quartermaster, and his assistant, F.A. Gart-
ner, were responsible for the design of the buildings. Although Army stan-
dardized plans existed at the time, Ruhlen mainly went his own way, submit-
ting his own designs to the Office of the Quartermaster General for review. 
Ruhlen’s use of brick, as opposed to frame construction, reinforced the inten-
tion that Fort Bliss be a permanent post (Cannan et al. 1993, p 48). 

The first occupants of the new fort, four companies of the 18th Infantry Regi-
ment, arrived from Fort Clark, Texas, in October 1893. Two years later Troop 
A of the 5th Cavalry arrived, becoming the first cavalry troop stationed at Fort 
Bliss. As this was to be a permanent unit, the War Department authorized the 
construction of stables at the post for the horses (Metz 1988, p 71). 

In the years before the Spanish-American War drills, ceremonies, band per-
formances and occasional athletic contests were the main activities at Fort 
Bliss. When hostilities between the United States and Spain broke out in 
1898, the men of Troop A initially stayed behind to garrison the fort while the 
18th Infantry proceeded to New Orleans in April. One month later, Troop A 
also left for New Orleans, leaving only a handful of military and civilian men 
to garrison the fort. Troop A and the 18th Infantry both saw action in the Phil-
ippines and Puerto Rico. At the end of July, Troop F of the 1st Texas Volun-
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teer Cavalry arrived at Fort Bliss and garrisoned the post until the end of the 
war (Harris and Sadler 1993, p 6). 

Shortly after the Spanish-American War ended, Army regulars returned to 
Fort Bliss and the routine of drills, marches and performances resumed at the 
installation. In response to reports that the fort was falling into a state of dis-
repair, the Army allocated funds in the early 1900s to repair buildings, build 
news roads, install a telephone system, and construct several new buildings 
(Harris and Sadler 1993, p7). Despite the improvements, the Army once again 
pondered closing Fort Bliss along with several other forts in Texas. This latest 
threat to Fort Bliss was extinguished when Mexico’s political situation became 
increasingly unstable in the first decade of the twentieth century. The advent 
of the Mexican Revolution made Fort Bliss a strategically important border 
installation as a significant amount of revolutionary activity took place just 
across the Rio Grande in the city of Juarez. Over the next decade, activity at 
Fort Bliss would in large measure be dictated by the revolutions and political 
in-fighting raging across the border in Mexico. 

Fort Bliss and the Mexican Revolution 

When revolution broke out in Mexico in 1911, the United States government 
assumed a stance of neutrality. To enforce that neutrality, the War Depart-
ment began reinforcing Fort Bliss with cavalry, infantry, and artillery troops. 
These troops patrolled the border and guarded the international bridges lead-
ing into Mexico in an attempt to prevent arms smuggling and to discourage 
any hostile acts against the United States. That same year, the War Depart-
ment decided upon a major change for Fort Bliss. Prior to the outbreak of 
revolution in Mexico, Fort Bliss served primarily as an infantry post. In No-
vember 1911, realizing a mounted force could much more easily patrol the 
border than could Soldiers on foot, the War Department decided to convert 
Fort Bliss from an infantry post to a cavalry post. The changeover began early 
the following year when Fort Bliss’s infantry troops boarded trains bound for 
Fort Benjamin Harrison in Indiana. Meanwhile, the 4th Cavalry arrived to 
garrison Fort Bliss and assume border patrol duty. To accommodate the 4th 
Cavalry’s horses, the Army constructed four stables at the installation (Metz 
1988, p 83). 

As fighting continued to rage across Mexico in 1913, the War Department be-
came convinced of Fort Bliss’s importance and authorized funds to expand 
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the installation to accommodate a full regiment of cavalry. New construction 
began that year and by 1917 barracks and officer’s bungalows were added in 
rows along the north and south sides of the parade ground (Cannan et al. 
1993, p 4). Other construction included a hospital, a post exchange, and a post 
telephone exchange (Harris and Sadler 1993, p 51). The expansion of Fort 
Bliss could hardly keep up with the needs of the installation as more and more 
troops arrived throughout the mid-1910s in response to the deteriorating 
situation in Mexico. By mid-1914, troops at Fort Bliss included the 2nd Cav-
alry (replacing the 4th Cavalry), troops from the 12th, 13th and 15th Cavalry, 
the 6th, 16th and 20th Infantry Regiments, and several batteries of field artil-
lery (Metz 1988, p 85). 

U.S.-Mexican Hostilities 

Relations between the United States and Mexico gradually deteriorated as 
President Wilson struggled to form a policy regarding the revolutionary activ-
ity in Mexico. Tensions strained even further when Mexican troops briefly ar-
rested eight American sailors in the Mexican town of Tampico in April 1914. 
President Wilson ordered the U.S. Navy to occupy the port of Vera Cruz after 
the Mexican forces refused to fire a twenty-one gun salute to the American 
flag in penance for the incident. President Wilson’s real motivation for the 
port seizure was to prevent the landing of a German vessel loaded with muni-
tions for the forces of General Victoriano Huerta (Current et al. 1987, p 645). 
Fearing a backlash against the United States, the War Department sent more 
troops to Fort Bliss to help patrol the border and keep order. General John J. 
Pershing arrived at El Paso in late April with troops from the 8th Infantry 
Brigade (including the 6th and 16th Infantry Regiments). As there were not 
sufficient facilities at Fort Bliss, these troops took up quarters in the city of El 
Paso. General Pershing, based and housed at Fort Bliss, assumed command of 
the El Paso Patrol District. Contrary to some historical accounts, Pershing did 
not assume command of the post (Metz 1988, p 85; Harris and Sadler 1993, p 
45. 

Events in 1916 brought Mexico and the United States to the brink of war. The 
revolutionary leader, Pancho Villa, frustrated at his declining fortunes and 
angered by the United States’ moves to recognize the regime of his adversary, 
Venustiano Carranza, attacked the village of Columbus, New Mexico, on 
March 9, 1916. Seventeen American civilians and Soldiers died in the attack. 
President Wilson, feeling he had no other options in the face of public out-



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 15 

rage, ordered General Pershing to lead an expeditionary force across the bor-
der in pursuit of Villa. The Army quickly assembled what became known as 
the Punitive Expedition with cavalry and infantry units from across the coun-
try. The Expedition, eventually numbering some 10,690 men, crossed into 
Mexico on March 15 and 16, and spent almost an entire year fruitlessly 
searching for Villa. Along the 300-mile journey, the Expedition clashed twice 
with troops from Carranza’s army, bringing the United States and Mexico 
dangerously close to war. 

Besides supplying infantry and field artillery units to the Expedition, Fort 
Bliss served as a major staging area and as the main support base for the Pu-
nitive Expedition. In addition, Fort Bliss’s base hospital, located in the main 
cantonment of the installation, served as the principal medical facility during 
the Expedition.4 By the summer of 1916, there were approximately 40,000 
troops at Fort Bliss, making it the largest installation on the border (Harris 
and Sadler 1993, p 84). Troops left behind at Fort Bliss continued to patrol 
the border in the El Paso area. To help with this mission, President Wilson 
mobilized the entire National Guard. Units from all over the country, consist-
ing of more than 100,000 men, converged at three camps near Fort Bliss in 
the summer of 1916. With the arrival of the National Guard units, El Paso be-
came the site of the single largest gathering of troops in the U.S. since the 
Civil War (Metz 1988, p 92). Besides helping patrol the border, National 
Guard units at El Paso engaged in intense drilling and training exercises. 
These exercises, which continued even after the Punitive Expedition ended, 
eventually proved extremely beneficial to the Army. The border crisis and the 
subsequent build-up revealed the extent of the general unpreparedness of the 
United States military. At the same time, the crisis gave the Army an opportu-
nity to conduct much-needed large-scale military maneuvers and extensive 
warfare training just prior to the country’s entry into World War I (Harris and 
Sadler 1993, p 84). 

While Mexico and the United States negotiated to avoid an escalation of hos-
tilities, President Wilson, seeing Germany as a bigger threat than Mexico, 
quietly ordered the Expedition in Mexico to withdraw. Troops began return-
ing to the United States at the end of January 1917, and the withdrawal was 

                                                                 
4The base hospital at Fort Bliss that served as the principal medical facility during the Punitive Expedition 
should not to be confused with WBGH whose construction came later. Fort Bliss’s base hospital was con-
structed 1915-16. The Army constructed rudimentary temporary wards adjacent to the base hospital in 
1916. These temporary buildings added about 900 more beds to the capacity of the base hospital. 
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nearly complete by February 5 (Metz 1988, p 95). National Guard units also 
began leaving the El Paso area in early 1917. 

Fort Bliss likely would have become a major divisional training cantonment in 
1917 if not for Secretary of War Newton D. Baker. Despite nearly $950,000 
allocated for improvements at Fort Bliss, the training cantonment never ma-
terialized because Baker, a strict moralist, felt the bars and prostitution in El 
Paso corrupted Soldiers stationed at Fort Bliss. Although local politicians ini-
tiated an effort to “clean up” El Paso, Baker bypassed Fort Bliss and located 
the training cantonment at the town of Deming, New Mexico (Metz 1988, p 
104; Harris and Sadler 1993, p 96). Nevertheless, Fort Bliss remained the na-
tion’s main military installation along the border (Figure 3). 

 
Figure 3. Map showing buildings constructed at Fort Bliss between 1913 and 1917. 
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World War I 

In World War I, horse cavalry forces proved almost useless in Europe, being 
relegated mostly to support roles far behind the lines. Ineffective on the 
Western Front, horse cavalry continued to be the best means of patrolling and 
defending the U.S.-Mexican border. Although Fort Bliss experienced a reduc-
tion in troop strength during World War I, the installation continued its 
transformation from an infantry post to a cavalry post as cavalry units left be-
hind continued to patrol the border. During the war, there was not much ac-
tivity along the borders besides a few minor skirmishes with Mexican bandits 
(Harris and Sadler 1993, p 97). 

Between Wars 

After the fighting in Europe ended, the Army’s attention again focused on the 
border and Fort Bliss when Pancho Villa massed his forces and attacked Ciu-
dad Juarez on June 15, 1919. The Army anticipated the attack and warned 
Villa that any stray fire into El Paso would result in American intervention. 
When casualties resulted from rounds landing in El Paso during the battle, 
the Army responded by shelling Villas forces and sending cavalry and infantry 
units across the border to drive him out. As it turned out, this was both the 
last time U.S. forces crossed into Mexico and the last use of horse cavalry by 
the U.S. in a military engagement (Harris and Sadler 1993, p 99). 

While the troops at Fort Bliss were responding to Villa’s attack of Juarez, the 
Army made its first use of air power along the border. The Army Border Air 
Patrol at Fort Bliss came into being on June 16, 1919, when the installation 
received 18 planes. Two days later, pilots began flying reconnaissance mis-
sions along the border, watching for and reporting any illegal activities by 
Mexican revolutionaries and bandits. For the next 2 years, Fort Bliss served as 
headquarters of the Border Air Patrol. (Pilots flew surveillance missions out of 
Fort Bliss along the border from Nogales, Arizona, to Sanderson, Texas.) A 
cavalry drill field just east of the post served as the landing field. The Army 
disbanded the Air Border Patrol in 1921, although six planes remained at Fort 
Bliss’s makeshift airfield (Metz 1988, pp114-116; Harris and Sadler 1993, p 
107. 

World War I had clearly demonstrated that motorized vehicles and airplanes 
were the future of modern warfare. Consequently, in the two decades between 
the World Wars, the cavalry experienced a marked decline as the Army in-
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creasingly emphasized mechanization of its forces. The cavalry at Fort Bliss 
was an exception to the national trend. Mounted troops continued to be the 
most efficient way to patrol the border as the rugged terrain of the Southwest 
did not lend itself well to the use of motorized vehicles. Therefore, in 1921, the 
War Department created the 1st Cavalry Division at Fort Bliss and gave it the 
mission of patrolling and defending the border. Though the 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion never fully achieved its assigned divisional strength, its formation trans-
formed Fort Bliss into the nation’s principal cavalry installation. During the 
next two decades the 1st Cavalry Division fell into a routine of patrolling the 
border, conducting maneuvers, and engaging in polo games. This routine was 
temporarily interrupted in 1928 when revolution once again reared its head in 
Mexico. During this latest outbreak, the U.S. government supported the 
Mexican federal government and announced an embargo on arms to the 
Mexican insurgents. Fort Bliss was principally responsible for enforcing this 
embargo (Harris and Sadler 1993, pp 105-106). 

In the years between the two world wars, the United States drastically re-
duced its military spending as isolationist sentiment took hold of the country. 
The Depression further restricted funds available to the military. Despite the 
atmosphere of fiscal austerity, Fort Bliss expanded significantly in the 1920s 
and 1930s, adding both land and facilities. Fort Bliss prospered during this 
time because the problems with Mexico convinced Congress of the impor-
tance of maintaining a strong U.S. presence in the strategic El Paso region. 

The first major post-World War I construction project at Fort Bliss occurred 
in 1920-21 when the Army constructed 48 tile and stucco buildings northwest 
of the main cantonment. These buildings comprised the William Beaumont 
General Hospital. The post expanded physically in 1926 with the acquisition 
of nearly 4600 acres of land. The Army eventually used this land to create 
Castner Range for artillery and target practice and a new airfield designated 
Biggs Army Airfield (Metz 1988, p 131; Harris and Sadler 1993, p 107). Fort 
Bliss gained other small parcels of land over the next several years (Metz 
1988, p 131). 

By the late 1920s, Fort Bliss was experiencing a housing shortage that plagued 
Army posts nationwide. Construction at Fort Bliss in the Depression era was 
mainly a response to this need for housing. Between 1929 and 1939, the Army 
constructed a total of 104 units for non-commissioned officers, 38 new offi-
cers’ quarters and 5 two-story barracks for enlisted men at Fort Bliss (Figure 
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4). The Army built many of these structures using funds and manpower from 
President Roosevelt’s New Deal programs that were designed to put men back 
to work (Harris and Sadler 1993, p 108).5 Other Depression-era construction 
at Fort Bliss included a dispensary, a utility shop, stables, a gun shed, a 
chapel, blacksmith shops, and numerous garages. 

 
Figure 4. Map showing buildings constructed at Fort Bliss between 1927 and 1939. 

By the 1930s the horse cavalry, so effective for border patrol duty, was becom-
ing outdated for other military uses. The general trend in the Army toward 
mechanization was finally being felt at Fort Bliss. Fort Bliss felt the first ef-
fects of this trend in the late 1920s when the Army assigned several armored 
cars, motorcycles, and trucks to the 1st Cavalry Division.   

                                                                 
5 Fort Bliss also became involved in the New Deal Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) program when the 1st 
Cavalry Division assumed responsibility for establishing and operating CCC work camps in Arizona and New 
Mexico. These camps employed some 62,500 men at one point. 
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Despite the inevitability of their demise, cavalry troops at Fort Bliss partici-
pated in extensive maneuvers as late as 1941 (Harris and Sadler 1993, p 108). 
The outbreak of war in Europe ultimately spelled the end of the horse cavalry 
as mounted troops were no match for the airplanes and tanks used heavily by 
German forces in their blitzkrieg attacks. 

World War II 

World War II was a period of major change at Fort Bliss as it transformed 
from a horse cavalry post into the nation’s premier antiaircraft artillery train-
ing center.6 The transition began in the summer of 1940 when four units of 
the National Guard arrived at Fort Bliss and began antiaircraft artillery train-
ing on nearby ranges. In 1944, the War Department moved the Antiaircraft 
Artillery School at Fort Davis in North Carolina to Fort Bliss to take advantage 
of the climate and the enormous amounts of available land surrounding the 
installation. By war’s end, every antiaircraft unit that saw action in the war 
had received its early training at Fort Bliss (Army Times Guide to Military 
Posts, p 32). 

Fort Bliss became a troop reception and mobilization center shortly after the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. One year earlier, work had begun on a huge 
$3 million troop cantonment at a site known as Logan Heights, 3 miles north 
of the main post (“Post Layout Announced by Colonel,” El Paso Herald Post, 
9 October 1940.). As one of eighteen troop reception posts nationwide, Fort 
Bliss was instrumental in inducting National Guard units into the regular 
Army (Jamieson 1993, p 100). 

When the United States entered World War II, Fort Bliss housed the largest 
horse cavalry force in the nation. During the first few years of the nation’s in-
volvement in the war, the 1st Cavalry continued to patrol the border. The need 
for maintaining an outdated horse cavalry along the border, however, all but 
vanished when Mexico declared war on the Axis powers in 1942. The death 
knell of the cavalry came in 1943 when the War Department dismounted the 
1st Cavalry Division at Fort Bliss. The Army subsequently converted the 1st 
Cavalry Division into a mechanized infantry unit and sent it to the Pacific 

                                                                 
6Although the Army discontinued the horse cavalry at Fort Bliss during World War II, mechanized armored 
cavalry units have been continuous at the installation from the 1920s until 1996, when the 3rd Armored 
Cavalry Regiment left for Fort Carson, Colorado. 
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Theater where its men served with distinction (Harris and Sadler 1993, p 
109). 

Fort Bliss gained a new aviation role during World War II. It began when the 
Army initiated a $10 million construction program at Biggs Army Airfield. 
Originally used by the Border Air Patrol, Biggs Field included only three han-
gars, a few radio control towers, a restaurant, and a maintenance shop in 
1939. The new construction converted the facility into a modern air base for 
heavy bombardment training. Throughout the war, hundreds of bomber 
crews flying B-17, B-24, and B-29 aircraft out of Biggs Field practiced mis-
sions around the clock. When the runways at Biggs Airfield were extended to 
accommodate the large B-29s in 1945, the facility occupied nearly four thou-
sand acres (Metz 1988, p 142).7 

By the end of World War II, Fort Bliss had expanded considerably. The instal-
lation’s territory included the 5,000 acre post reservation, 52,000 acres of ad-
joining land to the east and northeast, the 3,272-acre Castner Target Range, 
and the 46,000-acre Dona Ana Target Range. In addition, Fort Bliss leased 
350,000 acres of land in New Mexico for use as an antiaircraft range and had 
trespass rights on another 200, 000 acres in New Mexico (Metz 1988, p 134). 

Fort Bliss During the Cold War 

Germany’s use of its V-1 and V-2 rockets during the latter stages of World 
War II ushered in the era of guided missiles. After the war, as tensions be-
tween the United States and the Soviet Union increased, both countries 
sought to develop their own arsenal of guided missiles. Each sought to exploit 
and to improve upon Germany’s advanced rocket technology. Fort Bliss 
played an important role in the United States’ early missile testing and devel-
opment effort. 

Rocket research first began at Fort Bliss in early 1945 when a team of scien-
tists from the Army Ordnance Department and the California Institute of 
                                                                 
7 In 1947, when the Air Force became its own separate service branch, Biggs Field became Biggs Air Force 
Base, being placed under the Air Force’ Strategic Air Command (SAC). After Fort Bliss donated land south of 
the base, the Air Force constructed the 800-unit Aero Vista development to offset the need for housing. Over 
the next 10 years, numerous bombardment wings came and went as giant bombers such as the B-36 re-
placed earlier bomber aircraft. The B-52 Strato-Fortresses came to Biggs in late 1959. However, by 1965 the 
Air Force felt Biggs Air Force Base was no longer vital to national security.  Consequently, the Air Force deacti-
vated the base the following year (Metz, 145). Reclaimed by Fort Bliss following its deactivation, Biggs Field 
presently operates as an Army airfield. It maintains facilities for transient fixed-wing aircraft. 
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Technology came to Fort Bliss to test fire a missile known as Private-F. The 
team fired 17 such missiles in April at a range located 28 miles north of the 
installation. The following January, the Army brought 82 captured German 
rocket scientists, including Wernher von Braun, to Fort Bliss during Opera-
tion Paperclip. These scientists, housed in a former temporary hospital area at 
the installation, began conducting rocket research for the United States. Re-
search and rocket fabrication occurred at Fort Bliss, while facilities at the 
nearby White Sands Proving Ground (later designated White Sands Missile 
Range) supported engine and flight tests (Figure 5).8 Over the next 4 years, 
the von Braun team worked with and tested V-2, Hermes II, Corporal, and 
WAC Corporal missiles, obtaining data and experience that formed the foun-
dation for many future American missile programs. The 1st Anti-Aircraft 
Guided Missile Battalion, organized at Fort Bliss in October 1945, provided 
support for these early efforts (Jamieson 1993, p 56). 

 
Figure 5. Launch Complex 33 at White Sands. 

In July 1946, the 1st Anti-Aircraft Guided Missile Battalion came under the 
command of the newly-activated Anti-Aircraft Artillery and Guided Missile 
Center. The primary mission of the center was to train anti-aircraft artillery 
and guided-missile units. The Anti-Aircraft Artillery and Guided Missile Cen-
ter has since evolved into the present-day U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery 
Center at Fort Bliss. This command has trained new missile units and evalu-
ated the competence of commissioned units since the late 1940s. 

In April 1950, the Army moved von Braun and the other German scientists to 
its newly designated missile development center at the Redstone Arsenal in 
                                                                 
8The War Department established the White Sands Proving Ground, located in New Mexico, in July 1945. 
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Huntsville, Alabama, where they subsequently helped develop the Redstone 
and Jupiter missiles for the Army. That same year, the Army formed the Army 
Antiaircraft Command (ARAACOM) and activated the Anti-Aircraft Artillery 
Replacement Training Center (AAARTC) at Fort Bliss. The ARAACOM 
trained anti-aircraft Nike Ajax batteries and then deployed them to protect 
vital locations around the nation from possible Soviet bomber attack (Figure 
6).The AAARTC trained Soldiers for specialized assignments that utilized 
atomic weapons, heavy anti-aircraft artillery guns, computers, and radar. The 
center also conducted 8-week basic infantry training courses for new induc-
tees (Jamieson 1993, p 57). 

 
Figure 6. Operational Nike Ajax. 

New construction and expansion characterized the 1950s at Fort Bliss. The 
installation gained 31 three-story permanent barracks with 6 motor parks in 
1950, a school headquarters building in 1954 (Figure 7), and a materials lab, 
additional classroom buildings, a guided missile lab, and a radar park in 1958. 
Housing needs were partially alleviated by the 1951 construction of Van 
Horne Park containing 800 Wherry housing units. By the early 1960s, an ad-
ditional 410 units of Capehart housing were in place (Figure 8). 
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Figure 7. Hinman Hall. 

 
Figure 8. Capehart duplex in 1500 area of Fort Bliss. 

New range acquisitions included Red Canyon Range in southern New Mexico 
in 1953 and McGregor Range in 1956. The Red Canyon Range supported 
training and annual practices for Nike-Ajax crews until 1959 when the Army 
transferred those activities to McGregor Range. McGregor has also supported 
other missile firings including Nike Hercules, Hawk, Pershing and Patriot. In 
recent years, other countries have contracted to use the range to train their air 
defense batteries. Today, the McGregor Range is the largest inland air defense 
region in the United States (Metz 1988, pp 169-70). 

At present, Fort Bliss includes nearly 5,000 buildings and approximately 1.3 
million acres of land with its ranges. Fort Bliss today continues to be the 
Army’s center for the education and training of air defense units. The installa-
tion is home to the U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery School and four combat 
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ADA brigades. Its partner organizations include the William Beaumont Army 
Medical Center, the United States Army Sergeants Major Academy, Joint Task 
Force North, the German Air Force Command (United States/Canada), and 
the German Air Defense School (https://www.bliss.army.mil). 

History of United States Army Medical Department 

Medical support is a critical component of any nation’s armed forces. 
Throughout the history of the United States Army, medical care for troops 
during war and peacetime has continually improved as medical science and 
technology have progressed. The Army Medical Department, whose origins 
can be traced back to the time of the American Revolution, began as a small, 
understaffed operation that struggled to provide adequate medical care to 
Army personnel during the nation’s internal conflicts of the nineteenth cen-
tury. As the United States became increasingly involved in international con-
flicts, the Army Medical Department evolved into a massive organization, 
providing medical services of all types to military personnel using the very 
latest methods and equipment. 

Army Medical Department Before World War I 

 When the Continental Congress convened its second session in May of 1775, 
the delegates remarkably, made no provisions for any kind of medical organi-
zation when they appointed general officers and officers of the general staff of 
the army. George Washington himself was the first to request the establish-
ment of such a department in a letter to Congress on 21 July 1775. Six days 
later, heeding Washington’s advice, a congressional committee elected Dr. 
Benjamin Church as the first Director General of the Hospital Department of 
the Army. When Church was deposed in October of that year, Dr. John Mor-
gan of Philadelphia succeeded him (Tobey 1927, pp 2-6). 

 In the years following the Revolution, the Army experienced a drastic down-
sizing. In 1784, the Continental Congress reduced the size of the new nation’s 
military to a mere 700 men (Tobey 1927, p 7). As a result there was no per-
ceived need to maintain a Hospital Department. The only medical service 
available was provided by the individual states to their own troops. The first 
real organization of the Medical Department on a permanent basis did not oc-
cur until April 14, 1818, when Congress passed an act regulating the staff of 
the Army. This act provided official positions for Medical Department per-
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sonnel, including the office of Surgeon General. Joseph Lovell became the na-
tion’s first Surgeon General (Figure 9, Tobey 1927, p 11). 

 
Figure 9. Joseph Lovell, first Surgeon General. 

(http://history.amedd.army.mil/default_index2.html). 

 The Medical Department’s main responsibility early on was supporting Sol-
diers in garrisons and accompanying the Army on Indian campaigns. The 
most common problems facing post and field surgeons were outbreaks of ma-
laria, dysentery, and other diseases. Unfortunately, Army medical facilities 
during the first half of the nineteenth century generally were in poor condi-
tion. Damp, crowded, and poorly ventilated, these structures usually were 
more of a hindrance to a patient’s recovery than they were beneficial. In cam-
paigns such as the Black Hawk War, the Second Seminole War, and the Mexi-
can War, disease casualties far outweighed battle casualties. During the latter 
two conflicts, the Medical Department used general hospitals for the first 
time, establishing them close to important supply depots (Cannan et al. 1993. 
p 182). 

 A major innovation with regard to the organization of the Medical Depart-
ment occurred in 1847 when the nation was at war with Mexico. In February 
of that year, Congress passed an act granting medical officers the same pay 
and allowances as officers of the same grades serving in the line and staff de-
partments (Tobey 1927, p 14). Subsequent acts increased the size of the Medi-
cal Department to 30 surgeons and 83 assistant surgeons, a size it maintained 
until the outbreak of the American Civil War. 
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 During the early stages of the American Civil War, it quickly became apparent 
that the Medical Departments of both the Union and Confederacy were not 
capable of providing the necessary support to a war effort that far exceeded 
any previous military endeavor of the United States. No efficient methods for 
transporting the wounded had been developed and there was no ambulance 
service until the Union Army officially created a special ambulance corps just 
before the battle of Antietam, in September 1862. In addition, field hospitals 
did not have the capacity to provide long term field care for sick or wounded 
Soldiers. Therefore, patients were evacuated to improvised general hospitals 
far to the rear of the front lines, usually in old buildings (Tobey 1927, p 15). A 
lack of large-capacity medical facilities forced the medical departments of 
both the Union and the Confederacy to convert hotels, churches, warehouses, 
and factories into temporary hospital facilities. In the later stages of the war 
the demand for larger facilities resulted in the erection of hospital tents that 
took the form of elongated pavilions. In some cases, these tent pavilions were 
later replaced by long wooden pavilions, some of which were converted to 
general hospitals after the war. 

 After the Civil War, only occasional participation in campaigns against Native 
American groups interrupted the routine duties of the Medical Department. 
There was, however, one major administrative development in the Medical 
Department in the years between the Civil War and the Spanish-American 
War. As the network of United States Army hospitals expanded in the late 
nineteenth century, it became apparent that the Medical Department of the 
Army was understaffed and inadequately supported. Consequently, Congress 
passed a law on March 1, 1887, authorizing the establishment of the Hospital 
Corps. Prior to this law, the enlisted men in the Medical Department came 
from the line units of the Army. The new law permanently attached hospital 
stewards, acting hospital stewards, and privates to the Medical Department. 
The creation of the Hospital Corps is regarded as one of the milestones in the 
history of the Medical Department as it provided for a trained enlisted medi-
cal force in times of war and peace (Tobey 1927, p 24). 

 In the latter half of the nineteenth century, the Army Medical Department 
made important contributions to the field of medicine. Following the Civil 
War, the Medical Department museum participated in important research in 
pathology while the Medical Department library, begun in 1836, expanded 
rapidly. Bibliographies and indexes produced at the library were a rich re-
source to medical researchers. In 1875, the Surgeon General’s office published 
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Circular No. 8, A Report on the Hygiene of the United States Army. This re-
port called attention to the fact that the prevalence of disease among the Sol-
diers stationed at frontier garrisons was directly attributable to the miserable 
living conditions at those posts. By encouraging the notion that proper envi-
ronment could reduce diseases, the report reinforced the principle that pre-
ventive medicine was a major responsibility of military doctors (Cannan et al. 
1993, p 189). 

 Despite improvements in the understanding of the principal causes of dis-
eases, the Medical Department was not well prepared for the Spanish-
American War. Lacking enough surgeons and adequate supplies, the Depart-
ment was hard-pressed to handle the volume of wounded men or those 
stricken with diseases such as typhoid fever. Were it not for the assistance of 
Clara Barton and the Red Cross, the Medical Department might have been 
completely overwhelmed during the Spanish-American War (Cannan et al. 
1993, p 191). 

 The Spanish-American War did produce some significant innovations in 
medical care. The use of contract nurses in the United States and overseas 
was one of the most important. The Army employed more than 1,100 nurses 
by September 1898. Another innovation during the war was the acquisition 
and use of hospital ships by the War Department (Cannan et al. 1993, p 193). 

 Following the Spanish-American War, the Army underwent a reorganization 
that affected the Medical Department as well. The reorganization increased 
the strength of the Medical Department to include 1 Surgeon General, 8 Assis-
tant Surgeons General, 12 deputy surgeons general, 60 surgeons, 240 assis-
tant surgeons, the Hospital Corps, and the newly-created Army Nurse Corps 
(Tobey 1927, p 31; Hume 1943, p 30). This new organization was not satisfac-
tory, at least for President Theodore Roosevelt, who, in a special message to 
Congress on January 9, 1905, asserted: 

Not only does a competent medical service, by safeguarding 
the health of the Army, contribute greatly to its power, but it 
gives to the sons who are wounded in battle or sick in camp 
not only skilled medical aid, but also that prompt and 
well-ordered attention to all their wants which can come only 
by adequate and trained personnel. 
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I am satisfied that the Medical corps is too small for the needs 
of the present Army, and therefore very much too small for its 
successful expansion in time of war to meet the needs of an 
enlarged Army, and in addition to furnish the volunteer ser-
vice [with] a certain number of officers trained in medical ad-
ministration (Hume 1943, p 31). 

 Congress did not immediately heed Roosevelt’s advice, waiting until April 23, 
1908, to finally pass legislation increasing the number of personnel assigned 
to the Medical Corps. 

 The difficulties encountered by the Medical Department during the Spanish-
American War focused attention on the need for medical education in the 
military. In 1909 the Army established three medical camps of instruction for 
National Guard officers. The following year, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas insti-
tuted a field service school for medical officers. Students participating in 
courses and instruction at the school worked on establishing proper sanita-
tion tactics and hygiene in the field (Canaan et al. 1993, p 194; Tobey 1927, p 
33; Hume 1943, p 32). 

 Another major development in the Medical Department at the beginning of 
the twentieth century was the creation of general hospitals. Although the 
Army and Navy had created the first general hospital at Hot Springs, Arkan-
sas, in 1887, most Soldiers continued receiving medical care in post hospitals. 
During the Philippine Insurrection, the Medical Department established Let-
terman General Hospital at the Presidio, San Francisco. The Department also 
established other general hospitals in Manila and Honolulu to provide care to 
Soldiers in those locations. A temporary general hospital constructed at 
Washington Barracks during the Spanish-American War became the first 
peacetime general hospital when the Army relocated it to the District of Co-
lumbia in 1908. General hospitals, intended to treat all eligible military pa-
tients, were under the direct supervision of the Surgeon General (Canaan et 
al. 1993, p 195). 

 The Medical Department gained valuable experience in the years just prior to 
the nation’s entry into World War I. When revolution broke out in Mexico in 
1911, the War Department mobilized an entire division at San Antonio. Ac-
companying the division was a complete sanitary train of four field hospitals 
and ambulance companies. A field hospital also accompanied a brigade of 
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troops to Vera Cruz where it participated in the occupation of the Mexican 
city in 1913. When General Pershing led the Punitive Expedition into Mexico 
in 1916, two motorized ambulance companies and two field hospitals accom-
panied the troops (Tobey 1927, p 34). 

 The passage of the National Defense Act on June 3, 1916, was the decisive step 
that laid the foundation for the modern Medical Department. This act divided 
the Medical Department into the Medical Corps, the Dental Corps, the Veteri-
nary Corps, the Nurse Corps, the enlisted force, and Contract Surgeons. The 
enlisted force within the Medical Corps was to be 5 percent of the total 
enlisted force of the Army (Hume 1943, pp 31-34). Expansion of this enlisted 
force allowed the establishment of Medical Detachment units in military hos-
pitals and this, in turn, required the construction of supporting Medical De-
tachment buildings and facilities at these hospitals. 

Army Medical Department in World War I 

 When the United States declared war on Germany in April 1917, the subse-
quent mobilization threw the Medical Department and the Construction and 
Repair Division of the Quartermaster General into confusion. The Army 
needed a large number of hospitals and cantonments immediately. On May 7, 
1917, the General Staff ordered the Quartermaster General to complete 32 di-
visional cantonments by September 1, 1917. These cantonments were to in-
clude supporting hospital facilities. Because of the understaffed nature of the 
Construction Division office, the Army called in civilian experts to assist in the 
planning and construction. Among the prominent industrialists who hastened 
to Washington to volunteer their services were William A. Starrett, president 
of Starrett & Van Vleck, architects of New York City; Morton C. Tuttle, general 
manager of the Aberthaw Construction of Boston; and Clemens W. Lundoff, 
vice president of Crowell, Lundoff, and Little of Cleveland. They formed the 
Committee on Emergency Construction with Starrett appointed Chairman. 
Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., the son of the famous landscape architect, would 
later join this group. George Fuller and Asa E. Phillips teamed together to act 
as a subcommittee on engineering. The Starrett Committee would determine 
the course of all new construction, including the design of military architec-
ture and layout plans such as those used at the WBGH, many of which are still 
being used today (Fine and Remington 1972, p 8). 
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 Prior to the nation’s entry into World War I, the Surgeon General’s Office did 
not have a Hospital Division. In peacetime, when the Surgeon General’s Office 
wanted or needed new hospital facilities, it would submit plans to the Con-
struction Branch of the Quartermaster General. World War I necessitated the 
creation of a broader, better-defined hospital program. To this end, the Sur-
geon General’s Office organized a Hospital Division in July, 1917. This divi-
sion prepared plans for the construction of a large number of hospitals for the 
National Army and National Guard Divisions (War Department 1923 p 28). 
Thus, the wartime design plans, the contract system, and the key architectural 
personnel were largely in place when construction began on WBGH after the 
war. 

 During World War I the Medical Department expanded enormously to meet 
the needs of the more than four million men who were called to duty.  The 
Army constructed hospital facilities (usually temporary wooden buildings) at 
training cantonments and several new general hospitals during the war. The 
contributions of the Medical Department to the United States war effort were 
important. During the war, wounded Soldiers received their first treatment at 
divisional hospitals. Doctors at evacuation and mobile hospitals performed 
essential surgery allowing patients to be transferred by rail to base hospitals 
in the rear for long-term care (Cannan et al. 1993, p 196). Due largely to the 
efforts of the Medical Department, overseas deaths from disease among 
members of the American Expeditionary Force stood at 19 per 1,000, whereas 
the number killed in action and died of wounds was 53 per 1,000 (Tobey 1927, 
p 41).9 World War I, in fact, was the first war in which deaths in battle far 
outnumbered deaths caused by disease.10 

 At the time of the signing of the Armistice, on November 11, 1918, there were 
30,591 medical officers, of whom 989 were regulars, and 281,341 enlisted 
men in the Medical Department (Hume 1943, p 36). The Dental Corps had 
expanded from 86 to 4,620; the Veterinary Corps from 62 to 2,002; the Army 
Nurse Corps from 403 to 21,480; the Contract Surgeons from 181 to 939; and 
the force of civilian personnel in the field from 260 to about 20,000. The 
Medical Corps at the end of the war was larger than the entire Regular Army 
at the beginning of the war (Tobey 1927, p 39). 
                                                                 
9  The number of disease-related deaths is even higher than would have been the case under normal condi-
tions as a result of the influenza epidemic that ravaged the United States Army in 1918. 
10 In the American Civil War, for example, 65 men per 1,000 died of disease, whereas only 33 per 1,000 died 
in battle or as a result of wounds (Tobey 1927, p 41). 
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Army Medical Department Between The Wars 

 Following World War I the Medical Department experienced a dramatic 
downsizing. The Army discharged no less than 15,908 officers and 83,577 
enlisted men (Tobey 1927, p 44). This reflected the even more dramatic down-
sizing of the Regular Army, which dropped from over 3 million men to 
209,208 (Tobey 1927, p 45). 

 The Medical Department continued to make progress during the fiscally lean 
inter-war years. Although funding declined rapidly in the 1920s and 1930s, 
the Medical Department did obtain sufficient funding to conduct some scien-
tific research and construct several new post and general hospitals, including 
WBGH and the Walter Reed General Hospital (Canaan et al. 1993, p 202). 
Also during the inter-war years, a series of administrative initiatives were 
overseen by Surgeon General Meritte Weber Ireland, who served as Chief 
Surgeon of the American Expeditionary Forces during World War I. These 
initiatives included establishing a system of Medical Department internships 
with larger hospitals, a general remodeling and modernization of medical 
field equipment, and creating the Army Dental School, the Army Veterinary 
School, and the Army School of Nursing (Hume 1943, p 40). 

 In 1935, General Malin Craig replaced General Douglas MacArthur as Chief of 
Staff. At this time, the American Army ranked 18th among the world’s pow-
ers. Sensing that the deteriorating situation in Europe represented a threat to 
the United States, General Malin directed his staff to draw up a “Protective 
Mobilization Plan” designed “to mobilize a balanced army of moderate size, 
consistent with limitations on the procurement of men and material” (Parks 
1974, p 14). The War Department approved the resulting plan in 1938. As di-
rected by the War Department, the Medical Department prepared its own 
plan that provided more detailed mobilization plans for its specific area of re-
sponsibility.11 The War Department’s general mobilization plan placed a 
heavy burden upon the Medical Department. Within 120 days after receiving 
mobilization orders, the War Department plan required the Medical Depart-
ment to expand to 140,000 officers and enlisted men, a tenfold increase. To 
accomplish this remarkable expansion, “it was necessary to strain facilities to 
the limit and, in some instances, to omit the luxury of formal training and to 
rely on the assumption that men with suitable skills could be channeled di-

                                                                 
11The Surgeon General’s Protective Mobilization Plan was issued in December 1939. 
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rectly into their military occupations by induction centers” (Parks 1974, p 16). 
Between June 1939 and December 1941, Medical Department enlisted 
strength grew from less than 10,000 to over 107,000, representing a propor-
tional increase of from 5 percent of the total army strength to 6.4 percent 
(Parks 1974, p 23). 

Army Medical Department During World War II 

 On 8 September 1939, just one week after Germany invaded Poland, Presi-
dent Roosevelt proclaimed a “limited national emergency.” The President’s 
declaration authorized an increase in the strength of the Regular army, from 
210,000 to 227,000. By June 1940, as the Nazis began to ring up a series of 
impressive victories in Europe, this number was increased to 375,000. After 
the fall of France, in the latter part of 1940, Congress approved a peacetime 
mobilization and by December 1941, the Army’s strength stood at 1,686,403 
officers and enlisted men (Smith 1956, p 7). It quickly became apparent that 
the Medical Department would have to expand its operations to accommodate 
the needs of a greatly expanded Army. 

 The Medical Department was operating 7 general hospitals and 119 station 
hospitals in 1939.12 When Congress approved the peacetime mobilization in 
1940, the Medical Department initiated a major hospital construction pro-
gram to accommodate the increased number of personnel in the military. 
Construction of new station and general hospitals was soon underway. Exist-
ing military hospitals also received many new expansion facilities to meet the 
increased demands placed upon them. 

 Construction planning for new station hospitals was necessarily of a contin-
gent nature because their size, number, and location depended almost en-
tirely upon a constantly changing troop distribution. Nevertheless, between 
September 1940, and December 1941, the number of station hospital beds in-
creased from 7,391 to 58,736 (Smith 1956, p 24). There was also a significant 
expansion in the number of general hospitals. In 1940, the Surgeon General 
                                                                 
12The difference between the two types of hospitals was that station hospitals were of a local nature, treating 
only minor ills and injuries, whereas general hospitals served both general and specialized needs. General 
hospitals were placed at sites selected by the Surgeon General and approved by the War Department. The 
seven general hospitals in existence in 1939 were Walter Reed General Hospital at Washington, D.C.; Army 
and Navy General Hospital at Hot Springs, Arkansas; Fitzsimons General Hospital at Denver, Colorado; Let-
terman General Hospital at San Francisco, California; William Beaumont General Hospital at El Paso, Texas; 
Tripler General Hospital in the Hawaiian Islands; and Sternberg General Hospital in the Philippines (Smith 
1956, p 3). 
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recommended the construction of 10 new general hospitals with a total capac-
ity of 9,500 beds. Combined with the general hospitals already in operation, 
this plan would have provided for a total of over 15,000 general hospital beds 
in the United States (Smith 1956, p 19). The expansion that took place in 1941 
generally followed the Surgeon General’s recommendations and saw the es-
tablishment of the following general hospitals:  Lovell at Fort Devens, Massa-
chusetts; Tilton at Fort Dix, New Jersey; Stark at Charleston, South Carolina; 
Lawson at Atlanta, Georgia; LaGarde at New Orleans, Louisiana; Billings at 
Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana; O’Reilly at Springfield, Missouri; Hoff at 
Santa Barbara, California; and Barnes at Vancouver Barracks, Washington 
(Smith 1956, p 19). 

 Hospital building construction initiated just prior to the nation’s entry into 
World War II generally followed a plan favored by Surgeon General John C. 
Magee. Magee favored two-story semi-permanent buildings constructed of 
fire-resistant materials, feeling that such a plan would allow for a more com-
pact arrangement of structures than had been possible with the already-
existing hospitals. Magee’s office collaborated with the Quartermaster Gen-
eral’s office to design a hospital plan and by August 1941, the Surgeon General 
authorized the new construction pattern for all future hospitals (Smith 1956, 
p 23-24). After the attack on Pearl Harbor, however, speed and conservation 
of materials suddenly became the primary concerns for new military con-
struction. As a result, in late December 1941, the Supply Division of the Chiefs 
of Staff revoked the authority it had previously granted for the construction of 
the semi-permanent structures and instead ordered all new hospital construc-
tion to be of the wood-frame cantonment type (Smith 1956, p 68). All station 
hospitals constructed during the war, except for those that had already en-
tered the advanced planning stage prior to this order, featured temporary 
cantonment-type buildings. Construction of semi-permanent buildings at 
general hospitals, however, initially continued in the early war years because 
the Surgeon General protested against the lowered standards. As a result the 
Staff permitted semi-permanent construction at general hospitals if it could 
be shown to cost no more than cantonment-type construction. In April 1942, 
the Staff again ordered only cantonment-type construction at general hospi-
tals after it had been demonstrated that semi-permanent construction did in-
deed cost more (Smith 1956, pp 68-69). By that summer, however, a lumber 
shortage developed while surpluses of brick and tile had accumulated. As a 
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result, the construction of semi-permanent brick and tile buildings began at 
some general hospitals (Smith 1956, p 75).13 

 New hospital construction began to decline by mid-1943 as military training 
reached its peak. Construction after that time mainly consisted of additions to 
existing general hospitals intended to enhance their ability to provide special-
ized medical care. Such buildings included centers for paraplegic, neuropsy-
chiatric, deaf, orthopedic, and plastic surgery patients Smith 1956, p 290). 

 As the war dragged on, overseas demands for both available personnel and 
material forced the Medical Department to make more efficient use of its re-
sources at home. To ensure its zone of interior hospitals remained sufficiently 
staffed, the Medical Department made good use of limited service men, civil-
ian employees, Women’s Army Corps (WAC) personnel, and prisoners of war 
(POWs).14 The Medical Department also moved to conserve its limited per-
sonnel and resources later in the war by reducing the size and number of sta-
tion hospitals, merging some station hospitals with general hospitals, and es-
tablishing regional hospitals that served patients regardless of their command 
or service (Smith 1956, p 181).15 The establishment of regional hospitals in 
April 1944 represented a major change in the hospital system. Regional hospi-
tals were organized to provide general treatment to zone of interior patients. 
In contrast, general hospitals were to have the most highly specialized staffs 
to serve the growing number of patients evacuated from all theaters of opera-
tion requiring specialized treatment and care. General hospitals were also to 
accept zone of interior patients who needed specialized treatment not avail-
able at regional hospitals (Smith 1956, p 185). 

 Besides providing medical services at home during World War II, the Medical 
Department was also responsible for providing hospitalization for reinforced 
garrisons in overseas departments and bases, for reserve troops protecting 
supply and communication lines, and for task forces engaged in front-line op-
erations against the enemy. The Medical Department mobilized evacuation 
and surgical hospitals and also developed new types of hospitals to meet the 
unique requirements of motorized operations and island warfare. Combat 

                                                                 
13 The use of brick and tile pleased Surgeon General Magee as he had always preferred the use of nonflam-
mable construction materials (Smith 1956, p 75). 
14The term “zone of interior” refers to the United States as opposed to “theater of operations,” which refers 
to areas in the world where the U.S. military was actively engaged in military operations. 
15 During the war, the Army Air Force established hospitals for its own personnel. 
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zone hospitals became smaller and more mobile to provide more effective 
medical care to the front-line men. By war’s end, the Medical Department was 
making extensive use of motorized evacuation hospitals, hospitals that could 
be transported by air, hospital trains, and hospital ships (Smith 1056, pp 140-
148). 

 World War II presented the Medical Department with many challenges. In 
addition to greatly expanding its personnel and facilities, the Medical De-
partment had to overcome numerous logistical and administrative problems 
in order to provide the best medical care to the nation’s fighting force. For ex-
ample, when hospitals experienced a shortage of necessary medical supplies 
early in the war, the Medical Department responded by overhauling its requi-
sition procedure, implementing a system of direct supply, revising its stock-
control system, and improving its depot operations (Smith 1956, p 138). 
These efforts, and others like them, contributed to the Medical Department’s 
success in providing adequate hospitalization and medical services to an 
Army of over 8 million men. 

Post-World War II Period 

 After V-E day, the Army began making plans for the contraction of the hospi-
tal system. This involved closing all regional hospitals and drastically reduc-
ing the number of both station hospitals and general hospitals. The Surgeon 
General’s Office generally retained hospitals in heavily populated areas in or-
der to facilitate hospitalization of patients close to their homes. Other hospi-
tals that the Surgeon General’s Office retained were those designated as spe-
cialization centers for long-term cases and any others deemed necessary to 
provide for the needs of the postwar Army (Smith 1956, p 303). The Army 
planned to retain only 10 of its 63 war-time general hospitals, including the 
WBGH at Fort Bliss. 

 When the Korean War broke out in 1950, the Medical Department was sorely 
lacking in available doctors. Service surgeons and physicians from posts all 
over the country were sent to the front to man hospital posts. The Medical 
Department hurriedly established a doctor training school at Fort Sam Hous-
ton, Texas. Still under strength, the Army Medical Department quickly began 
relying on the Army Specialized Training Program to produce doctors out of 
those forced into service under the so-called “doctors’ draft” (“Health and 
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Welfare of Troops in Korea at New High,” Newsweek, 11 August 1952, pp 52-
53). 

 During the Korean War, the Army announced plans to construct seven new 
permanent-type hospitals nationwide.  The sites for these hospitals were Fort 
Benning, Georgia; Fort Bragg, North Carolina; Fort Knox, Kentucky; Fort Ri-
ley, Kansas; Fort Belvoir, Virginia; and Fort Monmouth and Fort Dix, New 
Jersey (“Seven Army Projects Launch Services’ New Hospital Building Pro-
gram,” Architectural Record, October 1952:12-13). Shortly after the signing of 
the armistice in Korea, the Medical Department made a concerted effort to 
modernize its existing hospitals to keep up with advances in medicine. Unfor-
tunately, a budget-conscious Congress did not authorize the necessary funds. 

 In 1959, General Leonard Dudley Heaton became Surgeon General. Soon af-
ter assuming his new post, Heaton began lobbying for a program to replace 
outmoded Army hospitals and equipment. His main concern was that the lack 
of funding throughout the 1950s had prevented the Medical Department from 
keeping pace with innovations in technology and medicine. Heaton’s efforts 
paid off in 1960 when the Army initiated a major hospital construction pro-
gram. Over the next 10 years, the Army would construct 16 modern Army 
hospitals. Unlike the hospitals constructed in the years just after World War 
II, the new Army hospitals would feature a single, modern, permanent build-
ing in which all major medical activities of an installation would be provided. 
These included inpatient and outpatient facilities, dental clinics, supportive 
services, and troop dispensaries (Engelman 1971, pp 61-64). In addition to the 
hospital construction program, the Army also initiated the Hospital Equip-
ment Program in 1960. Throughout the 1960s, this program helped provide 
the Army hospitals with the most modern medical equipment (Engelman 
1971, pp 75-82). 

 The nation’s increasing involvement in Viet Nam during the mid-1960s 
prompted the Medical Department to increase its hospital bed capacity to ac-
commodate returning wounded Soldiers. Consequently, by 1967, the Medical 
Department established hospitals at Fort Knox, Fort Campbell, Fort Benning, 
and Fort Bragg to absorb the additional patient load (Engelman 1971, pp 88-
89). By 1970, the Army Medical Department, consisting of over 28,000 civil-
ian doctors, nurses, scientists, technicians, and administrative personnel, was 
well-equipped to face the future medical needs of the United States Army 
(Engelman 1971, p 112). 
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Hospital Facilities at Fort Bliss 

 Fort Bliss had two hospitals prior to the construction of WBGH in 1920-21. 
The Fort Bliss Post Hospital, consisting of Building 8 and Building 9, was 
completed in 1893. Building 8 served as the main hospital facility while Build-
ing 9 served as an isolation ward (Figure 10).  

 
Figure 10.  Fort Bliss Post Hospital constructed in 1893 (NARA RG 92-F-9-8). 

This small post hospital was adequate for providing the health needs of Fort 
Bliss until the second decade of the twentieth century, when the influx of Sol-
diers to the installation during the unstable period of the Mexican Revolution 
necessitated the construction of a new facility. Fort Bliss’s second hospital, 
comprised mainly of Buildings 1, 4, and 5, became operational in 1916. Build-
ing 1 contained the main hospital with a morgue in its basement. Building 4 
served as an infirmary, isolation ward, and dental facility. Building 5 was an 
ambulance garage. The Army designated this hospital as a base hospital that 
served Fort Bliss Soldiers and troops stationed at Mexican border posts from 
Presidio, Texas, to eastern Arizona. When the new hospital became over-
crowded soon after its completion, the Army initiated construction of tempo-
rary wards in wood frame buildings adjacent to the hospital.16 These tempo-
rary wards gave the hospital a capacity of 933 beds (War Department 1923, p 

                                                                 
16In a letter to the Army Chief of Staff dated 3 June 1919, Surgeon General Merritt Ireland described these 
additional wards as “pavilion type,” including single floors, ship lap siding, and iron roofs. They were also 
partially ceiled with paper board and had no water, plumbing, heat, or bathing and toilet facilities. 
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623).17 The Adjutant General designated the hospital as Departmental Base 
Hospital No. 2 for all troops of the Army’s Southern Department on 16 March 
1916, the day after Pershing’s Punitive Expedition troops crossed into Mexico 
(War Department 1923, p 622). The hospital served as the main medical facil-
ity for the Punitive Expedition, treating troops who were wounded or who be-
came seriously ill. 

 During World War I, the War Department redesignated the Departmental 
Base Hospital No. 2 as United States Base Hospital, Fort Bliss, Texas. The 
hospital treated a variety of cases, including Soldiers returning sick from their 
patrols along the Mexican Border as well as casualties arriving from the West-
ern Front in Europe. Cases of tuberculosis and venereal disease were among 
the most common ailments (Jamieson 1993, p 56).18 

 While the war waged in Europe, the War Department began developing a plan 
to station an entire division of troops at Fort Bliss. These troops would be 
poised to respond to any future disturbances along the U.S.-Mexican border. 
Because an entire division stationed at Fort Bliss would overwhelm the instal-
lation’s already insufficient medical facilities, the need for new medical facili-
ties at Fort Bliss quickly became apparent. 

William Beaumont General Hospital (WBGH) 

Surgeon General Meritte Weber Ireland 

 Surgeon General Meritte Weber Ireland was a key force in the establishment 
of WBGH. Reacting to the crowded, unsanitary, and dilapidated conditions 
that prevailed at Fort Bliss’s Base Hospital after World War I, Ireland re-
quested appropriations to fund construction of new hospital facilities at Fort 
Bliss.19 His initial request, submitted in late February of 1919, called for hos-
pital facilities with 500 beds. Ireland subsequently reduced this number to 
414 beds, the minimum number he felt was required to accommodate the
creased numbers of troops at Fort Bliss. When the Construction Division of 
the Quartermaster Corps failed to approve Ireland’s request in May, he sent a 
memo to the Chief of Staff of the Army describing the deplorable condition of 

 in-

                                                                 
17 The Army demolished these temporary buildings when the WBGH was completed in 1921. 
18 Fort Bliss’s original hospital buildings (Buildings 1, 4, 5, 8, and 9) currently serve as general purpose ad-
ministration buildings. 
19The temporary facilities at Fort Bliss’s Base Hospital had become seriously dilapidated due to heavy use 
and rough winter storms. 
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the temporary hospital buildings at Fort Bliss. He also once again strongly ar-
gued the need for new hospital facilities at the installation. Ireland further 
championed the cause on December 19, 1919, when he testified before the 
United States Senate Committee on Military Affairs. After hearing Ireland’s 
testimony, Congress finally authorized the construction of a new hospital at 
Fort Bliss using previously appropriated funds (United States Senate 19 De-
cember 1919). 

Initial Construction 

 On January 22, 1920, Brigadier General Marshall, Chief of the Construction 
Division of the Quartermaster Corps, wrote a memorandum to Major General 
Henry Jervey, Director of Operations in the Office of the Chief of Staff, outlin-
ing a plan to build the new hospital at Fort Bliss using $800,000 appropri-
ated to the Real Estate Service for the fiscal year of 1920. Marshall argued that 
these funds would not be needed by the Real Estate Service and could be ap-
portioned by the Secretary of War to the Construction Division. He added that 
remaining funds for the hospital were to be furnished by the Construction Di-
vision. General Jervey’s thoughts on the matter are revealed by a comment 
added to the bottom of this memorandum, dated January 28, 1920: “Approval 
is recommended. The need for a hospital at Fort Bliss is imperative. The hos-
pital should be built from existing funds as indicated in the foregoing com-
munication, as the prospect of securing a further appropriation from Con-
gress is very poor.” Benedict Crowell, Assistant Secretary of War, also 
approved the project. At the bottom of the same memorandum, Crowell wrote 
a note calling for the expenditure of $1,100,000 for the construction of a 
400-bed hospital at Fort Bliss, Texas (War Department 22 January 1920). 

 The Army advertised bids for the hospital project in early 1920 but received 
only two responses, with the low bid at $1,198,000. Consequently, the Con-
struction Division appropriated an additional $100,000 for the project to 
complete the hospital without a reduction in the number of planned buildings 
(War Department 15 June 1920). The Army awarded the contract for con-
struction of the new hospital at Fort Bliss to the Sumner-Sollitt Company of 
Chicago, Illinois, on June 18, 1920. This contract called for the construction of 
48 buildings with connecting corridors including plumbing, kitchen equip-
ment, disinfectors, refrigerating chambers, central steam heating, interior and 
exterior electrical work, water supply, sewage and storm drainage, roads, and 
an automatic alarm system (Kearns, Completion Report 1920-21). 
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 The Army considered two sites in the El Paso area for the location of the 
WBGH. After rejecting the first site because it was too close to the Fort Bliss 
Remount Station, the Army selected a site northwest of the main cantonment 
of Fort Bliss on the eastern slope of Mount Franklin. Colonel W.E. Cooper of 
the Medical Corps praised the selection, pointing out that the new site was 
“on higher ground, lends itself better to hospital purpose, eliminates 
the...objectionable features [of the first hospital site], and is also on [the] 
Government Reservation” (Jamieson 1993, p 81). 

 War Department General Orders No. 40, dated June 26, 1920, officially 
named the facility the William Beaumont General Hospital after Major Wil-
liam Beaumont, surgeon, United States Army. Born in 1785, Beaumont joined 
the army as a “surgeon’s mate” during the war with England in 1812. At war’s 
end, he resigned his position for a private medical practice. He subsequently 
applied for reinstatement in the Army in 1819. During service as a medical of-
ficer of the Army, Dr. Beaumont conducted epoch-making investigations of 
the physiology of digestion. As a result, he became the leading physiologist of 
the country and the first American to make an important and enduring con-
tribution to that science. Dr. William Beaumont died on April 25, 1853. 

 
Figure 11. Major William Beaumont. 

(http://history.amedd.army.mil/booksdocs/civil/gillett2/amedd_1818-1865_pic8.jpg). 

 Construction of WBGH began on June 28, 1920. The hospital’s original build-
ings were of hollow tile and stucco construction and included 20 wards, an 
administration and receiving building, 5 officers’ quarters, 3 sets of nurses’ 
quarters, 3 Medical Detachment barracks, a laboratory and mortuary, a hos-
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pital exchange, 2 mess halls, a boiler house, two 400,000-gallon water stor-
age tanks, and several storehouses, guardhouses, garages, and miscellaneous 
buildings (Figure 12-14). Captain Daniel Kearns, the Constructing Quarter-
master at Fort Bliss in 1920, reported that weather conditions were excep-
tionally good throughout the period of original construction, allowing the 
work to proceed without interruption (Kearns, Completion Report of Base 
Hospital 1920-21). Kearns also reported in his completion report that the 
“new hospital is equipped with all modern conveniences and is considered by 
the Medical authorities to be one of the most up to date hospitals in the coun-
try” (Kearns, Completion Report of Base Hospital 1920-21). 

 
Figure 12.  Ward group and Administration Building under construction 1920 (Fort Bliss, 

Directorate of Environment). 

 
Figure 13.  Receiving Building, circa 1925-1929 (Fort Bliss, Directorate of Environment). 
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Figure 14.  Officers' Garage Building 7011, constructed 1937 (Fort Bliss Directorate of 

Environment). 

The original 20 wards at WBGH, providing a bed capacity of about 414, were 
two-storied and connected with open air and glassed corridors. Each ward 
also included a veranda (Figure 15). The five sets of officers’ housing, located 
along present-day Hayes Avenue, were neatly arranged bungalows. Behind 
the officers’ quarters were three two-story buildings with double porches that 
served as the nurses’ quarters. At the opposite side of the installation, a row of 
small Non-Commissioned Officer’s (NCO) cottages were constructed by 1923 
(Figure 16). Enlisted men’s (Medical Detachment) barracks, described as be-
ing “of the very latest type” by the El Paso Times, had individual wall lockers 
and screened porches on which men could sleep in the warm summer months 
(Figure 17). Separate mess halls for patients and Medical Detachment per-
sonnel were equipped with the most modern cooking appliances available. 
The post exchange included a soda fountain and a barber shop. The boiler 
house provided hot water and steam to all the quarters and wards. Lastly, a 
Red Cross building that was constructed using a separate $20,000 appropria-
tion from the American Red Cross in Washington, D.C., served as a clubhouse 
for patients and enlisted men at the hospital (“Section of William Beaumont 
General Hospital at Fort Bliss Recently Completed at a Cost of Approximately 
Two Million,” El Paso Times, 29 June 1921, p 5). 
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Figure 15. Ward buildings with verandas and covered passageways, circa 1920-1925 (Fort Bliss, 
Directorate of Environment) 

 

 

Figure 16.  NCO quarters Building 7184, 1923 (Fort Bliss, Directorate of Environment). 
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Figure 17.  Barracks Building 7159, 1921 (Fort Bliss Directorate of Environment). 

The layout of WBGH generally reflected traditional military design. Pre-
World War I Army posts centered upon the parade field, around which the 
officers’ quarters and various important administrative facilities were posi-
tioned. The lower ranking Soldiers’ quarters were usually on the fringes of the 
posts along with the facilities dedicated to the more menial tasks of admini-
stration. This distribution and separation of the buildings reflected the hierar-
chy existing among the ranks (Rhyne 1979, p 203). The layout of military hos-
pitals, developed in the early twentieth century by the Construction Division 
and the Medical Department, reflected these same attributes. Instead of the 
parade ground, the central hub around which the layouts were organized con-
sisted of a headquarters building, a receiving building, the surgical buildings 
and the wards. The block of Medical Detachment buildings were separated 
from the officers’ and nurses’ quarters, and from the administrative buildings. 
The Medical Detachment, however, was usually within easy walking distance 
from the hospital ward and the medical support buildings. At Fort Bliss, the 
layout of WBGH and the location of the Medical Detachment buildings gener-
ally followed these established guidelines. 

 WBGH officially opened on July 1, 1921, although the facility was not fully 
completed until the following year. The staff consisted of 6 officers, 2 nurses, 
and 30 enlisted men. The hospital, under the direct supervision of the Sur-
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geon General, was considered a separate command and flew its own post flag. 
Surgeon General Ireland was at Fort Bliss to inspect the new hospital at its 
official opening ceremony. Although there were delays in the shipment and 
installation of some of the equipment, Ireland assured local reporters that it 
would be supplied shortly. The hospital, said Ireland, “is one of the best...in 
the country from a physical standpoint, and it will be from the standpoint of 
convenience” (El Paso Herald, 18 July 1921).  Colonel Rodger Brooks, Execu-
tive Officer for all Army hospital construction in the country also praised 
WBGH while on a tour of inspection of the facility, pronouncing the hospital 
to be the “best work of its kind he had ever seen” (El Paso Herald, 18 July 
1921). 

Early History of William Beaumont 

 The story of WBGH during the 1920s was one of gradual expansion to meet 
the growing needs of troops stationed along the Mexican Border as well as the 
longer-term needs of World War I convalescents undergoing treatment and 
rehabilitation at the hospital. When Major General Ireland visited the hospital 
on June 18, 1923, he announced the planned construction of new wards and 
laboratories. This is believed to be the hospital’s first major expansion (Wil-
liam Beaumont General Hospital Groundbreaking Ceremonies, Brochure 
1969). These additions were added to the main hospital grounds over the next 
several years. Also constructed at the hospital in the 1920s were a swimming 
pool, a gymnasium (Figure 18), a bandstand, and five additional sets of offi-
cers’ quarters along present-day Fred Wilson Road and McPharlin Street 
(Figure 19). 

Owing largely to the efforts of one man, WBGH soon began receiving praise 
for its beautiful landscaping. El Paso newspapers frequently commented on 
the lush and colorful surroundings at the hospital. The landscaping was the 
work of W. H. Reeves, an English gardener employed by the hospital in 1922. 
Mr. Reeves learned gardening in Bournemorth, near London, and planted 
almost every tree and shrub on the hospital property. Mr. Reeves’ preferred 
use of unusual plants prompted local newspapers to refer to the hospital as El 
Paso’s largest garden. The approximately 120 acres of hospital area land-
scaped by Mr. Reeves included a greenhouse and fish pond adjacent to the 
enlisted men’s barracks, gardens that supplied fresh flowers daily to the 
wards, a stone-paved arroyo that carried flood waters from the mountains  
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Figure 18.  The Gymnasium, Building 7155 in the 1930s (Fort Bliss, Directorate of Environment). 

 
Figure 19.  Officers' Quarters, Building 7024, circa 1930s (Fort Bliss, Directorate of Environment). 

through the area, and an impressive cactus garden across the street from the 
enlisted men’s barracks. The cactus garden included over 1,000 species of 
general plants and cacti (El Paso Herald Post, 18 March 1937 and 25 March 
1937). Although most of the cactus garden plants and the flower gardens 
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around the buildings have disappeared, the hospital grounds still retain evi-
dence of past landscaping efforts. Large trees, hedges, and green lawn-
covered open spaces still remain. In addition, paved footpaths and rock and 
concrete footbridges still run from the Medical Detachment buildings through 
the site of the old cactus garden toward the bandstand. 

WBGH celebrated its 10th anniversary in July 1931. Besides serving as a sta-
tion hospital for Fort Bliss, the facility also served the entire western portion 
of the Eighth Corps area of the U.S. Army, providing health care to Soldiers 
stationed at posts in Arizona, New Mexico, and western Texas. The patient 
count at the hospital that year averaged about 350, most of these being either 
war veterans or enlisted men from Fort Bliss. About a hundred of these pa-
tients were receiving treatment for tuberculosis in two special wards despite 
the fact that the hospital was not intended to serve as a tuberculosis institu-
tion. The staff at the hospital had grown to 18 medical officers, 2 dental offi-
cers, 3 medical administrative corps officers, 42 Army nurses, and 85 civilian 
employees (El Paso Times, 12 July 1931 p 22). Throughout the remainder of 
the 1930s, the hospital experienced a steady rise in patient count. This was 
partially due to the creation of President Roosevelt’s Depression-era Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) work relief program. When the First Cavalry Divi-
sion at Fort Bliss assumed administration of the Arizona-New Mexico District 
of the CCC in the mid-1930s, WBGH became the main care center for the CCC 
district. The hospital treated several thousand CCC workers in the mid and 
late 1930s (War Department 1938). 

William Beaumont General Hospital During World War II 

 Reflecting a nationwide trend in Medical Department facilities, WBGH ex-
perienced a major expansion, in terms of both personnel and buildings, just 
prior to and during the nation’s involvement in World War II. The passage of 
the Selective Service Act in 1940 provided the first impetus for this growth. 
The resulting influx of men to Fort Bliss meant more patients at WBGH. This 
development created a need for a larger hospital staff, more wards, and more 
service buildings. Further expansion became necessary during the war as bat-
tle casualties began arriving at the hospital in increasing numbers. By war’s 
end, WBGH had expanded to 174 buildings with a bed capacity of over 4,600 
and a staff of over 800 military and civilian personnel (El Paso Herald Post 17 
November 1941, p A-2 and El Paso Times 1 July 1945). 
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 The expansion of WBGH began in the fall of 1940 when the Army awarded a 
$75,000 construction contract to H.T. Ponsford & Sons for five new wooden, 
two-story Medical Detachment barracks (El Paso Times, 19 October 1940). 
The addition of these barracks enabled the original Medical Detachment bar-
racks (Buildings 7157, 7158, and 7159) to be converted into hospital wards. 
Contractors installed partitions in the interior of these buildings and modern-
ized the toilet facilities. No changes were made to the exterior of the build-
ings. 

 In November 1940, the Quartermaster Department announced that J.E. Mor-
gan and Sons had been awarded a $225,000 contract to construct a new addi-
tion to WBGH. The buildings would be for a newly established medical tech-
nicians’ school (El Paso Herald Post, 7 November 1940). The establishment of 
this school was part of a larger plan outlined in the Surgeon General’s Protec-
tive Mobilization Plan published in December 1939. In that plan, the Surgeon 
General directed WBGH and 3 other general hospitals to establish schools to 
train enlisted medical technicians in the first 30 days of a mobilization. Each 
hospital was to be prepared to begin large-scale training programs for medi-
cal, surgical, dental, laboratory, X-ray, pharmacy, and veterinary technicians. 
All courses were to be 3 months in duration with new classes beginning each 
month. Plans for the establishment of the technicians’ schools went into effect 
in late 1940 after Congress passed the Selective Service Act (Parks 1974, pp 
213-214). New construction at WBGH for the technicians’ school included two 
40-man officer’s quarters, an officer’s mess and kitchen, an enlisted men’s 
mess and kitchen, four classrooms, a headquarters building, thirteen 63-man 
barracks, a storeroom, and three recreation buildings (El Paso Herald Post 17 
November 1941, p A-2). All of these buildings were wood-frame cantonment-
type structures (Figure 20).20 The medical technicians’ school at WBGH 
opened in April 1941, and operated until December 1945. During that time, 
the school trained approximately 16,000 students with a maximum of 800 
students in each class (El Paso Times 5 April 1953). Trained medical techni-
cians were in high demand throughout the war. Therefore, when a shortage of 
available men developed, the Medical Department began accepting WAC re-
cruits into its technician schools in 1944. The first WACs arrived at WBGH in 
December 1944, and by June 1945, a total of 1,028 WACs had been trained at 
the school (Parks 1974, p 241).21 Generally, male technicians graduating from 
                                                                 
20The buildings for the medical technicians’ school were encompassed by Walter Reed Circle on the east end 
of the hospital annex. Most have since been torn down. 
21 The Army constructed four barracks, Buildings 7041, 7042, 7046 and 7047, at WBGH for WAC personnel 
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school were sent to duty stations in the Pacific and European theaters of op-
eration while female graduate technicians served in military hospitals in the 
United States. 

 
Figure 20.  World War II temporary buildings, 1959 (Fort Bliss, Directorate of Environment). 

By early 1942, WBGH was providing medical service to men at Fort Bliss, 
Biggs Field, Fort Huachuca, Fort Russell, Luke Field, Tucson Air Base, Camp 
Barkely, and Albuquerque Air Base. To enable the hospital to keep up with the 
increasing demand for quality medical care, the War Department announced 
a $1.25 million expansion program for WBGH in February 1942. The local 
firm of Trost and Trost, responsible for the design of numerous nationally re-
nowned buildings in El Paso and the Southwest, served as the architects and 
engineers for the project (see Engelbrecht and Engelbrecht 1981). This con-
struction program added five standard hospital wards, a barracks building, an 
infirmary, a recreation building, and nurses’ quarters to the hospital annex.22 
Brick or tile construction made these structures semi-fireproof (El Paso Times 
24 February 1942, p 5). Other construction initiated at the hospital during 
World War II included additional hospital wards and nurses’ quarters, a 
                                                                                                                                                                     
 
in 1945. These buildings were one-story cinder brick and stuccoed structures. The Army converted Building 
7042 into nurses’ quarters in 1947 by installing partitions. 
22The mere fact that these buildings are associated with the Trost and Trost firm is not a consideration in 
determining their eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places because Trost and Trost used, and did 
not deviate from, standardized Army plans in the buildings’ construction. 
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three-story neuropsychiatric building, a post headquarters building, a fire sta-
tion, several recreation buildings, a theater, a chapel, and numerous store-
houses and repair shops (El Paso Herald Post 1 July 1941 and 17 November 
1941, p A-3). Some of these buildings were the wood-frame cantonment-type 
while others were semi-permanent structures constructed of stucco-covered 
brick or tile. The Army contracted most of this work to local firms in El Paso. 

 As new general hospitals began opening in increasing numbers in 1943, a lim-
ited supply of specialists prevented some of the new hospitals from conduct-
ing all types of the varying surgical and medical procedures. At the same time, 
the United States armed forces were preparing to make the transition from 
defensive to offensive military operations. The Surgeon General and the War 
Department expected that this transition would increase the number of com-
bat casualties needing complicated surgery. Therefore, the Surgeon General 
initiated a formal program of specialization in its general hospitals to make 
efficient use of the Medical Department’s limited resources. In mid-1943,  
19 general hospitals became specialty centers for chest surgery, maxillofacial 
and plastic surgery, ophthalmic surgery, neurosurgery, and the performance 
of amputations (Smith 1956, p 117). By December, the Surgeon General had 
designated WBGH as a specialty center for plastic surgery, ophthalmic sur-
gery, neuropsychiatry, and deep radiation therapy. In addition to these spe-
cialties, the hospital also provided a fully-equipped physical therapy and oc-
cupation center and a plastic eye clinic, and was also the histopathological 
diagnostic center for the surrounding area (El Paso Times 27 June 1944, p 
5).23 

 By mid-1944, battle casualties from the European and Pacific theaters began 
arriving at WBGH. Consequently, the hospital’s patient census rose from ap-
proximately 800 in 1944 to nearly 6,000 the following year (El Paso Herald 
Post 2 July 1946). The hospital was able to meet the increased demand for 
beds as a result of a decision made by the War Department in July 1944 to 
merge the Fort Bliss Station Hospital with the WBGH. The Fort Bliss Station 
Hospital was built at Fort Bliss’s main cantonment in 1941 in response to the 
World War II mobilization of troops. The Station Hospital, under the admini-
stration of the Fort Bliss post commander and separate from WBGH, served 
local and ordinary medical care needs, receiving and treating patients with 

                                                                 
23  William Beaumont’s plastic eye clinic earned distinction by developing a new and improved artificial eye 
that became widely used in military and civilian treatment patient care (El Paso Times, 1 July 1945). 
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only minor ills and injuries. The Station Hospital, along with an annex at 
nearby Biggs Army Airfield, contained nearly 1,500 beds. The merger of the 
two hospitals, a move in line with the Medical Department’s nationwide effort 
to consolidate its resources, resulted in savings of manpower and material 
and eliminated duplication of some utilities and responsibilities (El Paso 
Times 27 June 1944, p 5). It also made WBGH one of the Army’s largest hos-
pitals (Figure 21). 

 
Figure 21.  William Beaumont General Hospital in 1945 (Fort Bliss, Directorate of Environment). 

During the last year of the war, WBGH treated a total of 26,358 patients. At 
one point, the patient population reached a high of 5,591 (El Paso Herald Post 
2 July 1946). When World War II finally came to an end, the patient count at 
WBGH gradually declined as the hospital returned to peacetime operation. By 
January 1946, the number of patients stood at about 700. Around that time, 
the Army announced that WBGH would be 1 of only 10 general hospitals, out 
of the 63 then in existence, to remain open to serve the post-war Army. The 
53 other general hospitals closed after the Medical Department transferred 
their remaining patients to Veterans Administration and other hospitals.  
Although operating at a diminished capacity for the next several years, WBGH 
continued serving patients requiring specialized and prolonged treatment (El 
Paso Times 23 June 1946). 
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Korea and Beyond 

 When hostilities broke out in Korea in 1950, WBGH had a bed capacity of 
around 850.24 In anticipation of returning casualties the Medical Department 
increased this capacity to over 1,000 beds. By mid-1953, nearly all of these 
beds were filled with battle casualties from Korea (El Paso Times 5 April 1953 
and 11 October 1953). When the fighting in Korea ceased, WBGH again re-
duced the scale of its operations. 

 
Figure 22.  William Beaumont General Hospital in 1950, aerial view to north-west (Fort Bliss, 

Directorate of Environment). 

After the Korean War, it became increasingly apparent that WBGH needed 
new modern facilities if the hospital was to continue providing high-quality 
medical care. As early as 1951, the hospital’s planning board began recom-
mending the construction of a modern hospital building where most or all of 
WBGH’s therapeutic activities would be concentrated. The board felt that 
such integration would be more efficient, would allow for savings in personnel 
and funds, and most importantly, would provide modern facilities necessary 

                                                                 
24 WBGH was redesignated as William Beaumont Army Hospital at Fort Bliss on January 1, 1949. The hospi-
tal retained this designation until February 24, 1959, when it was again redesignated as William Beaumont 
General Hospital. 
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to keep the hospital up to date with the latest medical advances (Master Plan 
and Construction Program 1 January 1951, p 16). Lack of available funds, 
however, prevented such a project from moving forward. The nation’s in-
volvement in Korea stretched a military budget that had already been drasti-
cally reduced following World War II. Although the Army Medical Depart-
ment made a concerted effort to obtain funds for new hospital construction 
after the Korean armistice was signed in 1953, sufficient funds were simply 
not available. Failing in its attempt to obtain appropriations for expensive 
new hospitals, the Army Medical Department changed strategies and began 
requesting smaller appropriations from Congress for specific improvements 
to its existing hospitals. These efforts met with considerably more success. 

 WBGH benefited from several new improvement projects beginning in the 
mid-1950s. A newly completed obstetrical suite opened at the hospital in 
April 1955. That same month, the Army Medical Department asked Congress 
to authorize the expenditure of $568,000 for a new surgical suite at WBGH 
(The Beaumont News April 1955). Completed over the next several years, the 
new suite included 6 operating rooms, X-ray therapy facilities, a 16-bed re-
covery ward and supply rooms. In March of 1956, the Army dedicated a new 
$250,000 enlisted men’s barracks at the hospital. These additions were part 
of a master plan for WBGH that the Army Medical Department hoped would 
eventually include the construction of a new, modern hospital (Figure 23).25 

                                                                 
25During his address to military and civilian personnel at the dedication of the barracks, Colonel Abner Zehm, 
Commanding Officer of WBGH, said the dedication was important because it “denotes the start of a new 
permanent construction in accordance with our master plan, which will eventually include a new hospital,” 
(The Beaumont News, William Beaumont Army Hospital, Fort Bliss, TX, March 1956). 
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Figure 23. Physical evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945. 

 By September 1957, WBGH had a work force consisting of 745 military and 
530 civilian personnel with a payroll of $4 million annually (The Beaumont 
News September 1957). Every medical and surgical specialty was represented 
among the hospital staff. Besides being active in fields such as physical medi-
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cine, radiology, neurology, and physical therapy, WBGH provided out-
standing general medicine and surgical services to veterans and personnel at 
Fort Bliss and other regional military installations (El Paso Times 11 October 
1953). WBGH also maintained close ties with the community of El Paso as 
demonstrated by its frequent interaction with the El Paso Medical Society and 
the El Paso District Dental Society. In 1955, WBGH worked with the Univer-
sity of Texas at El Paso and Bell Telephone Laboratories in the development 
of the vectocardiograph, an electronic instrument used to diagnose heart 
problems (William Beaumont General Hospital Groundbreaking Ceremonies 
1969). WBGH made another contribution to the field of medicine by playing a 
major role in the Army Medical Department’s teaching program. Fully accred-
ited by the Joint Commission on Accreditation, the hospital conducted train-
ing for medical and dental interns and residents on a continuous basis. Aspir-
ing physicians and dentists came to WBGH from all over the country to 
participate in these programs (William Beaumont General Hospital Ground-
breaking Ceremonies 1969). 

William Beaumont Army Medical Center 

 As WBGH entered the 1960s, many of the wood-frame cantonment-type 
buildings at the hospital had fallen into a state of disrepair, prompting the 
Army to demolish them. At the national level, funds were finally becoming 
available for new Army hospital construction. Consequently, the next 10 years 
saw unprecedented progress toward a new generation of Army hospitals. The 
Army dedicated the new 500-bed Walson Army Hospital at Fort Dix, New 
Jersey, in March 1960. Seven new Army hospitals were completed at various 
locations nationwide in 1962 and 1963. It appeared Fort Bliss’s turn for a new 
hospital had come in July 1964, when Surgeon General Leonard Heaton an-
nounced that WBGH would be replaced in 1967 by a new multi-storied hospi-
tal at an approximate cost of $15 million (The Beaumont News July 1964). 
Initial plans called for a 12-story facility capable of accommodating 550 pa-
tient beds (later changed to 611 beds) plus facilities for clinics and training 
programs (El Paso Times 20 February 1964, p 1-A.). Due to funding prob-
lems, construction of the new hospital did not get underway until 1969. 

 The new WBGH opened its doors in 1972. On April 1 of the following year, the 
new facility was redesignated as the William Beaumont Army Medical Center 
(WBAMC). Located directly to the west of the original hospital, the WBAMC 
now provides virtually every medical and surgical specialty and sub-specialty 
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to active and retired military personnel in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. 
The Medical Center is a tenant of Fort Bliss and is subordinate to Health Ser-
vices Command headquartered at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. Many of the 
buildings in the original WBGH area have been demolished, vacated, or re-
used as support facilities and storage for the new hospital complex. The only 
remaining intact ward in the former hospital area is the neuropsychiatric 
building. The housing for non-commissioned officers along Fred Wilson Road 
is vacant at present. However, the officers’ family quarters along Hayes Ave-
nue and McPharlin Street house personnel from the William Beaumont Army 
Medical Center. The remaining buildings in the WBGH area stand as a tribute 
to the hospital whose skilled personnel so ably provided nearly a half century 
of medical service to tens of thousands of this nation’s Soldiers and their de-
pendents. 
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of East Main Street, east of 
Beaumont Street, and west of Eastman 
Street 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Health Fitness Center/Post Headquarters Office 
Building/Building 7000 

STATUS 
Vacant 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Construction Division – Quartermaster 
General 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1943 
DATE OF ALTERATIONS 
1986 - remodeled 

NO. OF STORIES 
1 with a basement 
 

FOOTPRINT 
Rectangular 

ROOF FORM 
Side gable 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete 

WALLS 
Hollow tile clad with 
stucco 

ROOF 
Three-tab asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Headquarters Vacant 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7000 
is southeast of Building 7125 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Gable roof covered with three-tab asphalt shingles 
Wood fascia 
Original gutters 
Replacement downspouts 
Raised concrete basement 
Hollow clay tile stuccoed exterior walls 
Screened porch the length of the southeast elevation  
Original square wood columns 
Symmetrical northwest (front) elevation 
Cross gable covered entryway 
Original six-over-six wood double-hung windows 
Original three-over-three wood double-hung windows 
Concrete windowsills 
Original six-pane basement windows  
Original six-pane wood transom 
Original wood exterior doors with nine-lights and original 
hardware 
Original wood exterior doors 
Original wood screen door 
Replacement bright aluminum plate glass entry doors on the 
northwest elevation 
Curved concrete steps near northwest (front) entry  
Original metal pipe handrails on open porch on the southeast side 
Replacement metal handrails 
Original interior wood window trim 
Replacement drop ceilings 
Replacement bathroom fixtures 
Original radiators 
Replacement radiators 
Replacement wood panel interior doors 
Replacement tile flooring 
Original wood plank porch ceiling 
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Building 7000 – northwest (front) elevation 
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Building 7000 – first floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7000 – symmetrical northwest (front) elevation 

2. Building 7000 – northwest (front) entry covered with plywood and original concrete steps with metal 
handrails 
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3. Building 7000 – close-up of northwest (front) entry alcove  
 

4. Building 7000 – close-up of sign and original circular wood louvered vent above northwest (front) entry 
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5. Building 7000 – close-up of original wood fascia and original gutter detail above the northwest (front) 
entry 

6. Building 7000 – curved concrete staircase and metal handrail on the right side of the northwest (front) 
entry 
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7. Building 7000 – curved concrete staircase and metal handrail on the left side of the northwest (front) 
elevation 

8. Building 7000 – group of original first floor six-over-six wood double-hung and six-pane basement 
windows located to the left of the northwest (front) entry 
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9. Building 7000 – looking towards northwest (front) entry and stairs 

10. Building 7000 – northeast elevation 
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11. Building 7000 – northeast elevation 

12. Building 7000 – southeast (back) elevation with original screened porch  
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13. Building 7000 – southeast (back) elevation 

14. Building 7000 – close-up of original screened porch framing on the southeast (back) elevation 
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15. Building 7000 – close-up of original wood column support for the screened porch on the southeast 
(back) elevation 

16. Building 7000 – southwest elevation 
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17. Building 7000 – southwest elevation with plywood covering original window and door openings 
 

18. Building 7000 – original screened porch entry covered with plywood located on the right side of the 
southwest elevation  
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19. Building 7000 – corner detail of raised concrete foundation on the southeast and southwest corner 

20. Building 7000 – original concrete stairs and metal handrails leading to single entry door located on the 
southwest elevation 
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21. Building 7000 – original concrete windowsill detail 
 

22. Building 7000 – roof and original gutter detail on the northwest and southwest corner 
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23. Building 7000 – light fixture located above the center door on the southwest elevation 
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Building 7000 – first floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7000 – original wood double-hung window with missing wood trim in the north first room on 
the west end 

2. Building 7000 – replacement light fixtures and added drop ceiling in first room on the west end 
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3. Building 7000 – window in north second room on the west end 

4. Building 7000 – window detail of original wood trim and hardware in north second room on the west 
end 
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5. Building 7000 – original wood interior door located on the southwest elevation 

6. Building 7000 – replacement radiator, replacement carpteting, original plaster wall, and original paired 
wood double-hung windows 
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7. Building 7000 – replacement bathroom sink 

8. Building 7000 – replacement toilet 
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9. Building 7000 – view of bathroom area on south end of structure 
 

10. Building 7000 – interior view of the replacement bright aluminum double doors located on the 
northwest (front) elevation  
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11. Building 7000  - interior view of the original wood double doors leading to the screened porch area 
located on the southeast (back) elevation 

 

12. Building 7000 – stalls in the bathroom located on the north end of the structure  
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13. Building 7000 – replacement bathroom sinks 
 

14. Building 7000 – original wood panel door with replacement hardware 
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15. Building 7000 – arch detail on interior wall in second room from the northeast end 

16. Building 7000 – replacement drop ceiling tiles and vent 
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17. Building 7000 – original radiator located in the second room from the northeast end 
 

18. Building 7000 – original wood door leading to the screened porch on the southeast (back) elevation 
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19. Building 7000 – original radiator located in the northeast room 
 

20. Building 7000 – interior view of an original wood door with original six-pane wood transom above 
located on the northeast elevation 
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21. Building 7000 – original hardware located on the original door on the northeast elevation 
 

22. Building 7000 – original wood door frame located on the northeast end of the structure 
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23. Building 7000 – interior wood trim around original wood double-hung window 

24. Building 7000 – interior view of original screened porch entry located on the southwest elevation 
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25. Building 7000 – original metal pipe handrails leading from screened porch level to basement on the 
southwest side 

 

26. Building 7000 – looking northeast on screened porch 
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27. Building 7000 – original wood plank porch ceiling and globe light fixture 

28. Building 7000 – looking at paired windows boarded up with plywood  
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29. Building 7000 – original wood double doors leading onto the screened porch 

30. Building 7000 – looking at exterior view of the smaller windows located in the bathroom area  
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31. Building 7000 – close-up of original wood column shaft and capital with infill of plywood 
 

32. Building 7000 – original wood screen porch door 
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33. Building 7000 – interior view of original screened porch entry located on the northeast elevation 
 

34. Building 7000 – original door leading to basement level on the northeast side 
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COORDINATES 
UTM 13 
3521692N  
362712E  

USGS QUAD 
Beaumont Army Hospital 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7000 in red 

Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7000 squared in red. 
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2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7000 in red 
PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss 
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EXCELLENT        GOOD              POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
Real Property Records on file at the Real Property Management Office, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
 
 
PRELIMINARY NATIONAL REGISTER 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
 
 
 
ELIGIBLE/CONTRIBUTING             NOT ELIGIBLE 

FORM PREPARED BY: 
Sunny Stone, Adam Smith, and Susan Enscore 
Engineer Research and Development Center 
Construction Engineering Research Laboratory 
2902 Farber Drive 
Champaign, IL  61822 
 
 
 
DATE: AUGUST 2006 
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DESCRIPTION 
Building 7000 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Medical Center north of East Main Street, 
east of Beaumont Street, and west of Eastman Street. The structure is currently vacant. 

Building 7000 is a one-story rectangular structure with a basement level. The structure consists of a poured concrete 
foundation, a poured concrete first floor, a gable roof covered with replacement three-tab asphalt shingles, original 
wood fascia, original gutters, replacement downspouts, hollow clay tile stuccoed exterior walls, a screened porch the 
length of the southeast elevation, original wood square columns, an original wood plank porch ceiling, original metal 
pipe handrails on screened porch, original wood screen doors, original wood doors with nine-lights, original wood 
six-pane transoms, original six-over-six wood double-hung windows, original three-over-three wood double-hung 
windows, concrete windowsills, replacement bright aluminum plate glass entry doors, replacement metal handrails, 
original six-pane basement windows with metal security mesh, a gable covered projecting entry vestibule on the 
northwest elevation, curved concrete steps and metal handrails near entry, original interior wood window trim, 
original plaster walls, replacement flooring, added drop ceilings, replacement light fixtures, replacement interior 
wood doors, replacement radiators, original radiators, and replacement bathroom fixtures.  

The structure measures 135’-10” by 34’-4” with an approximate square footage of 10,686 square feet. The first floor 
has a height of 11’-0”, while the basement has a height of 10’0” from the finished floor to the ceiling. 

The northwest (front) elevation is symmetrical and is dominated by evenly spaced single window openings (see 
exterior figure 1). A projecting entry vestibule is located in the center of the elevation (see exterior figure 2). The 
double door entry is recessed into the vestibule and the doors are boarded up with plywood. A single window 
opening flanks either side of the entry on the projecting vestibule wall. The vestibule has a gable roof that is connects 
to the main structure’s gable roof creating a cross gable roof form. The gable roof is covered with replacement three-
tab asphalt shingles and has original wood fascia. An original round louvered vent is positioned in the gable above 
the entry opening. A poured concrete pad is located in front of the vestibule and provides access to the street level, 
while poured concrete curved steps located on either side of the pad provide access down to the lower ground level 
(see exterior figures 6 and 7). Metal handrails line the pad and steps. There are seven evenly spaced single window 
openings located on each side of the central entry. The windows on the first floor are original six-over-six wood 
double-hung windows; however, all of the windows are boarded up with plywood. The raised concrete basement 
level is visible and there are seven original six-pane wood basement windows located on each side of the central 
entry (see exterior figure 8). All of the basement windows are covered with a metal security mesh. An original gutter 
stretches across the elevation, while replacement downspouts are located on the far left and right sides of the 
elevation. 

The left side of the northeast elevation is where the original screened porch is located; however, the two-story wood 
framed screened entry is covered with plywood. A single entry door opening is located slightly off center and to the 
right side of the northeast exterior wall. A single window opening flanks either side of the single entry. The windows 
on this elevation are original six-over-six wood double-hung windows and the door is an original wood panel door 
with nine-lights and an original six-pane wood transom is located above the door. However, the two window 
openings, single door opening, and transom are boarded up with plywood. A set of poured concrete steps with metal 
handrails is located parallel to the exterior wall and provides access to the first floor single entry. The raised concrete 
basement level is visible and there are two original six-pane basement windows located on either side of the concrete 
steps. A replacement swamp cooler is elevated off of the ground by a metal structure and the vent equipment of the 
swamp cooler penetrates the exterior wall near the gable (see exterior figure 11). 
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The southeast (back) elevation is dominated by a screened porch with original wood columns (see exterior figure 13). 
The elevation faces an open parking lot and is elevated above the paved area. A stone retaining wall supports the 
ground around Building 7000. The elevation is divided into eleven equal bays by the wood columns. In between the 
wood columns are small wood framing pieces and mesh screen; however, a majority of the mesh screen is missing or 
torn (see exterior figure 14). The wood columns have a paneled square shaft and unadorned capitals and bases (see 
exterior figure 15). All of the bays are boarded with plywood on the interior except for one entire bay which is 
boarded up on the exterior. The raised concrete basement level is visible; however, not all nine original six-pane 
basement windows are intact. Five windows are intact with metal security mesh, two have been removed and the 
openings have been filled in with a small metal vent, and two have been removed and filled in with a large metal 
vent. Behind the columns and screen are several original window and door openings. The elevation consists (from 
left to right) of two window openings, a single entry, a paired window opening, two smaller window openings, a 
single window opening, a double door entry, a smaller window opening, four single window openings, a single entry 
door, and two single window openings. The windows on this elevation are either original six-over-six wood double-
hung windows or original three-over-three wood double-hung windows; however, all of the window openings are 
covered with plywood. The doors on this elevation are all original wood panel doors with nine-lights and original 
hardware (see interior figure 29). An original gutter stretches across the elevation, while replacement downspouts are 
located on the far left and right sides of the elevation.  

The right side of the southwest elevation is where the original screened porch is located; however, the two-story 
wood framed screened entry is covered with plywood (see exterior figure 18 and interior figure 33). A single entry 
door opening is located slightly off center and to the left side of the southwest exterior wall. A single window 
opening flanks either side of the single entry. The windows on this elevation are original six-over-six wood double-
hung windows and the door is an original wood panel interior door and an original six-pane wood transom is located 
above the door. However, the two window openings, single door opening, and transom are boarded up with plywood. 
A set of poured concrete steps with metal handrails is located parallel to the exterior wall and provides access to the 
first floor single entry (see exterior figure 20). An original light fixture is located above the door (see exterior figure 
23). The raised concrete basement level is visible and there are two original six-pane basement windows located on 
either side of the concrete steps. A replacement swamp cooler is elevated off of the ground by a metal structure and 
the vent equipment of the swamp cooler penetrates the exterior wall near the gable (see exterior figure 16). 

The structure is rectangular in plan with the entire southeast side dominated by a screened porch. The main entrance 
is located in the middle of the northwest wall. A central corridor runs the length of the interior, while several 
individual partitioned rooms project off of the corridor. There is one large room located at the northeast end. The 
flooring throughout most of the building is carpet, while the bathrooms and two small rooms at the northeast end of 
the structure have replacement tile. An acoustical tile drop ceiling was added to a majority of the rooms (see interior 
figure 2). Most of the rooms have replacement fluorescent lighting. A majority of the original doors and radiators 
have been replaced. Most of the original trim around the windows are intact (see interior figure 4). There are no 
interior stairs. 

The basement floor plan was inaccessible; however the original door is intact (see interior figure 34).   

HISTORY 
Building 7000 was original designed as a post headquarters office and constructed in 1943 at a cost of $54,703.76.  It 
was remodeled in 1986 at a cost of $8,985. 

Occupancy assigned to the Engineer Liaison Office, William Beaumont from November 1975 until September 1996 
when the building was put into layaway status.  The building may have been used as an Education Center/Reserves in 
1982 for administrative purposes.  The building was noted as unsecured and vacant in 1998.  Effective 20 July 2004, 
Building 7000 was assigned to the Single Parent Support Group. 
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ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of the building is in fairly good condition. The exterior configuration is one large mass, still maintaining 
the original character of the building. The stuccoed exterior walls are in good condition and still maintain the original 
exterior fabric. All of the original six-over-six and three-over-three wood double-hung windows with concrete 
windowsills are intact and are boarded up with plywood on the exterior. All but four of the original six-pane wood 
basement windows remain intact. The original asbestos roof has been replaced with three-tab asphalt shingles. The 
original gutters are intact; however, a majority of the paint is chipping off of the metal. The original downspouts have 
been replaced. All of the original wood elements such as the fascia, wood windows, wood doors, and wood columns 
are in good condition but have some paint deterioration. 

The original wood panel double doors with nine-lights on the northwest (front) elevation have been removed and 
replaced with bright aluminum plate glass double doors (see interior figure 10). The original ten-pane wood transom 
above the double doors has been removed and replaced with a bright aluminum single-pane window. The original 
round louvered vent located on the projecting vestibule gable is intact. 

The original wood panel door with nine-lights and the original six-pane wood transom located on the northeast 
elevation are intact (see interior figure 20). The original round metal louvered vent located in the gable on the 
northeast elevation has been removed and the opening has been filled in with a swamp cooler vent. All of the window 
and door openings have been boarded up with plywood from the exterior.  

The wood columns on the southeast (back) elevation are intact; however, a majority of the paint is deteriorating on 
these elements (see exterior figure 15). The poured concrete porch floor and poured concrete steps leading down to 
the basement level are intact along with the original metal pipe handrails (see interior figure 25). The original wood 
plank porch ceiling is intact (see interior figure 27). The original wood screen doors for the porch are no longer 
attached with hinges; instead, the doors are propped up against the exterior wall (see interior figure 32). A majority of 
the mesh screen is missing or torn. All of the windows on this elevation have been boarded up with plywood (see 
interior figure 28). The original wood doors with nine lights are intact.  
The original wood panel door with nine-lights on the southwest elevation has been replaced with an original wood 
panel interior door (see interior figure 5). The original six-pane wood transom located above the door is intact. The 
original round louvered vent located in the gable on the southeast elevation has been removed and the opening has 
been filled in with a swamp cooler vent. All of the window and door openings have been boarded up with plywood 
from the exterior.  

Due to the lack of original floor plan drawing documentation it is uncertain how much, if any, the floor plan has been 
changed or modified. It is difficult to state the original architectural features on the interior due to lack of written 
material outlining any type of modification/remodeling. A majority of the original floor has been covered with carpet. 
An acoustical tile drop ceiling has been installed throughout a majority of the first floor. All of the original light 
fixtures have been replaced with fluorescent lights. There are a few older type radiators and a few more recent style 
radiators located throughout the building (see interior figures 6 and 17). All of the original bathroom fixtures such as 
the toilets, urinals, sinks, and mirrors have been replaced (see interior figures 7 and 8). A majority of the original 
wood window trim remains intact. A few of the original interior wood panel doors are intact with original hardware.  

The building retains its original 1943 exterior appearance and building footprint. Thus, the overall fabric of Building 
7000 has been preserved.         
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DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7000 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7000 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 

Building 7000, Administration Building – elevations and sections, MAY 1941 
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Building 7000, Administration Building – wall sections, MAY 1941 
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Building 7000, Administration Building – stair details, MAY 1941 
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Building 7000, Administration Building – footing plan, MAY 1941 
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Building 7000, Administration Building – first floor framing plan, MAY 1941 
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Building 7000, Administration Building – roof framing plan, MAY 1941 
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
West of Beaumont Street 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Regional Health Center/Hospital 
Ward/Neuropsychiatric Ward/Building 7115 

STATUS 
Occupied 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Construction Division – Quartermaster 
General 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1942 
DATE OF ALTERATIONS 
1970 and 1989 – series of 
modifications between  

NO. OF STORIES 
3 with an attic and 
basement 
 

FOOTPRINT 
H-shaped 

ROOF FORM 
Hipped 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete 

WALLS 
Hollow tiles clad with 
stucco 

ROOF 
Interlock asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Hospital Classroom 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7115 
is west of the remaining original hospital 
structures 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Hipped roof covered with interlock asphalt shingles 
Exposed wood roof rafters 
Decorative quoins details 
Hollow clay tile stuccoed exterior walls with a beltcourse that 
runs between the first and second floors 
I-shaped floor plan 
Replacement plate glass doors on the southeast elevation 
Concrete balconette with metal handrails above main entry on the 
southeast elevation 
Original attic dormers 
Original single multi-pane wood double-hung windows 
Original triple multi-pane wood double-hung windows 
Security mesh over windows 
Decorative metal security bars covering windows on either side 
of main entry 
Screened porches/balconies on the northwest elevation 
Exposed concrete columns supporting the porches/balconies on 
the northwest elevation 
Concrete staircase leading to porches/balconies on the northwest 
elevation 
Open courtyard area on the northwest elevation between the 
wings  
Original sanitary wall tiles located on the interior in various 
rooms  
Original mosaic floor tiles located throughout the bathrooms 
Original kitchen cabinets located on the first floor 
Original admitting/service window on the second and third floors 
Original terrazzo baseboard in the Commander’s office on the 
third floor 
Original plaster walls 
Replacement drop ceilings throughout the building 
Replacement tile throughout the building 
Replacement lighting throughout the building 
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Building 7115 – southeast (front) elevation 
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Building 7115 – floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7115 – southeast (front) elevation 
 

2. Building 7115 – replacement plate glass double door entry with original concrete quoin detail and 
concrete balconette with metal handrails on the southeast (front) elevation  



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7115 117 

3. Building 7115 – close-up of concrete balconette and metal handrail detail on the southeast (front) 
elevation 

 

4. Building 7115 – close-up of metal security grate with shield detail covering the window to the right of 
the main entry on the southeast (front) elevation 
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5. Building 7115 – close-up of concrete balconetts detail on the southeast (front) elevation 
 

6. Building 7115 – original single window detail located on the first floor to the right of the main entry on 
the southeast (front) elevation 
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7. Building 7115 – looking up at concrete quoin detail and underside of roof overhang with exposed wood 
rafters 

8. Building 7115 – close-up of original triple window located on the first floor of the southeast (front) 
elevation 
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9. Building 7115 – oblique view of the southeast and northeast elevations 

10. Building 7115 – looking up at original attic dormers and exposed wood rafters on the southeast 
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elevation 

11. Building 7115 – northeast elevation 
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12. Building 7115 – northeast elevation from a distance 
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13. Building 7115 – oblique view of northeast and and northwest (back) elevations 
 

14. Building 7115 – east wing of the northwest (back) elevation 
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15. Building 7115 – northwest (back) elevation 

16. Building 7115 – inside of east wing porches on the northwest (back) elevation 
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17. Building 7115 – concrete staircase leading to second floor porch on east wing of the northwest (back) 
elevation 

 

18. Building 7115 – looking up at the corner detail of the east wing on the northwest (back) elevation 
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19. Building 7115 – middle section of the northwest (back) elevation 
 

20. Building 7115 – example of original multi-pane wood double-hung window located on the left side of 
the middle section of the northwest (back) elevation 
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        21. Building 7115 – close-up of attic level on the northwest (back) elevation 

22. Building 7115 – example of smaller original multi-pane wood double-hung windows located on the 
right side of the middle section of the northwest (back) elevation 
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23. Building 7115 – inside view of the west wing porch area on the northwest (back) elevation 
 

24 . Building 7115 – corner of the west wing located on the northwest (back) elevation 
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25. Building 7115 – concrete courtyard wall located near west wing on the northwest (back) elevation 

26. Building 7115 – oblique view of the northwest (back) and southwest elevations 
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27. Building 7115 – attic dormer vents on the southwest elevation 

28. Building 7115 – oblique view of the southwest and southeast (front) elevations 
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29. Building 7115 – middle section of the southeast (front) elevation 
 

30. Building 7115 – middle section of the southeast (front) elevation 
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31. Building 7115 – concrete steps and concrete retaining walls leading to main entry on the southeast 
(front) elevation 
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Building 7115 – basement floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 



134 Building 7115 ERDC/CERL SR-07-2  

1. Building 7115 – storage area beneath the stairs 
 

2. Building 7115 – door to crawl space in the west wing 
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3. Building 7115 – crawl space under west wing 
 

4. Building 7115 – mechanical room under front door 
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5. Building 7139 – stairs leading up from the basement level 
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Building 7115 – first floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7115 – interior view of the replacement bright aluminum plate glass doors and transom 
 

2. Building 7115 – corridor to the west wing with original tile walls and floor and replacement drop ceiling 
and light fixtures 
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3. Building 7115 – small kitchen with original cabinets 

4. Building 7115 – large kitchen with original cabinets, floor tile, and wall tile 
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5. Building 7115 – upper cabinet original door hardware 

6. Building 7115 – original drawer hardware 
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7. Building 7115 – women’s shower area in east wing 
 

8. Building 7115 – mirror in women’s bathroom in east wing 
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9. Building 7115 – original wall in east wing 

10. Building 7115 – original cabinets in east wing 
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11. Building 7115 – original wall tile in back room in east wing 
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Building 7115 – second floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7115 – mechanical room with terrazzo floor in kitchen in west wing 

2. Building 7115 – original wall tile and floor tile with replacement cabinets in kitchen in west wing 
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3. Building 7115 – original admitting/service window 
 

4. Building 7115 – interior view of modified three-bay admitting/service window  
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5. Building 7115 – large classroom in west wing with replacement floor tile, drop ceiling, and light fixtures 
 

6. Building 7115 – original wall tile and floor tile in women’s bathroom  
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7. Building 7115 – replacement sinks and mirrors in the women’s bathroom 
 

8. Building 7115 – original wall tiles in men’s shower room in east wing 
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9. Building 7115 - larger plumbing chase in east wing 
 

10. Building 7115 – plumbing chase in east wing 
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Building 7115 – third floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7115 – interior view of original triple window located on the landing of the stairwell 

2. Building 7115 – example of original tile work in the hallway 
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3. Building 7115 – original wall tiles and floor tiles with replacement cabinets in kitchen area 
 

4. Building 7115 – example of newer drop ceiling located in the kitchen area 
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5. Building 7115 – example of original tile work around window 
 

6. Building 7115 – mechanical room with original wall tiles and floor tiles 
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7. Building 7115 – west wing hallway with three-bay admitting window and original terrazzo floors and 
baseboards 

8. Building 7115 – close-up of three-bay admitting window 
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9.  Building 7115 – interior view of original triple window located in the commander’s office in the west 
wing 

10.  Building 7115 – plaster window trim detail in commander’s office 
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11. Buildign 7115 – original terrazzo baseboard in the commander’s office 
 

12. Building 7115 – interior view of original wood window located on the southeast elevation 
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13. Building 7115 – replacement wall tiles and floor tiles in bathroom 
 

14. Building 7115 – original wall tiles in men’s bathroom in east wing 
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15. Building 7115 – replacement sinks and original window in men’s bathroom in east wing 

16. Building 7115 – large classroom with drop ceiling in east wing 
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        Building 7115 – attic floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7115 – looking west 

2. Building 7115 – looking east 
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3. Building 7115 – detail of steel supports 

4. Building 7115 – interior view of vent dormer 
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5. Building 7115 – construction materials detail of concrete column, steel beams, and terra cotta tile walls 
 

6. Building 7115 – original door to attic 
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7. Building 7115 – interior view of original dormer window located on the northwest elevation 
 

8. Building 7115 – stairs down to third floor 
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9. Building 7115 – looking up to original attic door 
 

10. Building 7115 – original door with six lights leading to third floor level 
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11. Building 7115 – original door hardware on door leading to third floor level 
 

12. Building 7115 – looking up to original dormer window located on the northwest elevation 
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13. Building 7115 – looking up to original door between third floor and attic levels 
COORDINATES  
UTM 13 
3521649N  
362417E  
  

USGS QUAD 
Beaumont Army Hospital 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7115 in red 
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Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7115 squared in red. 

2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7115 in red 
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PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss 
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EXCELLENT        GOOD              POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
Real Property Records on file at the Real Property Management Office, Fort Bliss, Texas.  
 
Ellsworth, Shelia A., Amy J. Lamb, and Patrick M. Nowlan. The William Beaumont General Hospital Historic 

District at Fort Bliss, Texas. Historic American Building Survey II. U.S. Army Construction Engineering 
Research Laboratories. Champaign, Illinois. September 1997. 

PRELIMINARY NATIONAL REGISTER 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
 
 
 
ELIGIBLE/CONTRIBUTING             NOT ELIGIBLE 

FORM PREPARED BY: 
Sunny Stone, Adam Smith, and Susan Enscore 
Engineer Research and Development Center 
Construction Engineering Research Laboratory 
2902 Farber Drive 
Champaign, IL  61822 
 
 
 
DATE: AUGUST 2006 

DESCRIPTION 
Building 7115 is located in the lower William Beaumont Army Medical Center west of Beaumont Street. It is 
currently used as a medical administration building. 

Building 7115 has an offset I-shape footprint with an overall length of 168’-0” and a width wing span of 102’-0.” An 
enclosed concrete paved courtyard is on the back side of the building with a length of 116’-0” (between the wings), 
and a total depth of 79’-0,” projecting 30’-0” past the wings of the building. It is a three-story building with 12’-10” 
floor to floor heights. It has an approximate square footage of 34,072 square feet. 

Building 7115 is a large three-story structure that consists of a concrete foundation made up of piers and beams with 
concrete floor slabs, hollow clay tile stuccoed exterior walls with a beltcourse that runs between the first and second 
floors, a concrete slab roof structure with heavy wood framing, a hipped roof covered with interlock asphalt shingles, 
decorative quoins, several original louvered dormers for attic ventilation, original multi-pane wood double-hung 
windows, original triple multi-pane wood double-hung windows, two original decorative security grates over first 
floor windows, replacement plate glass doors on the southeast (front) elevation, a concrete balconette with metal 
handrails above the main entry on the southeast elevation, screened porches on the northwest (back) elevation, 
exposed concrete columns supporting the porches, original concrete staircases leading to the porches, and an open 
courtyard area in between the wings on the northwest (back) elevation. 
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The southeast (front) entrance includes a flight of concrete steps that lead from a circular drive to the entrance (see 
exterior figure 31). The main entrance to the building is centered within a slightly projecting bay on the southeast 
elevation (see exterior figure 30). This bay is framed by decorative quoins. Recessed replacement plate glass doors 
provide access into the building from ground level (see exterior figure 2). The main entry is also framed by 
decorative quoin details. Decorative security bars cover the windows on either side of the entry (see exterior figure 
4). A concrete framed window directly above the entry includes a small concrete balconette with metal handrails (see 
exterior figure 3). The southeast elevation is dominated by single original multi-pane wood double-hung windows 
(see exterior figure 1). The left and right sides of the elevation project outward and are dominated by original triple 
multi-pane wood double-hung windows (see exterior figure 8). These projecting sections of the elevation are covered 
by hipped roofs with exposed wood rafters. There are four original wood attic dormers located on the middle portion 
of the roof (see exterior figure 10). It appears that one original window on the second floor of the middle section has 
been removed and that the opening has been filled in to match the existing exterior wall.  

The rear arms on the northwest (back) side of the I-shaped building, in conjunction with a concrete wall, form an 
enclosed courtyard (see exterior figure 15). Each arm includes woven wire mesh enclosed porches on both the second 
and third floors and a woven wire mesh enclosed stairway to the ground (see exterior figure 16, 17, and 23). Each 
arm includes a concrete accessibility ramp and steps. Exposed concrete columns support the concrete floors of the 
porches. The porches are three bays in length and one bay wide. Both the left and right porches have been slightly 
modified. A few of the porch bays have been enclosed and replacement multi-pane windows and small metal vents 
have been inserted into the new exterior walls (see exterior figure 16). The left and right side of the northwest 
elevation project outward and are covered with hipped roofs. The end elevations of these projecting wings are 
dominated by original triple multi-pane wood double-hung windows (see exterior figure 14). The recessed middle 
section of the elevation has single original multi-pane wood double-hung windows; however, some of the original 
windows have been removed and either filled in to match the existing exterior wall or filled in with a large metal vent 
(see exterior figure 19). The center of the middle section has replacement steel doors on the ground level and original 
triple multi-pane wood double-hung windows on the second and third floors (see exterior figure 19). A large attic 
dormer is located in the center of the middle section of the roof. There are four original double-hung windows located 
in the dormer (see exterior figure 21). There are two smaller original attic dormers. A vent stack runs up the backside 
of the building and projects past the roof line. 

The northeast and southwest elevations mirror each other. Each elevation is dominated with single original multi-
pane wood double-hung windows. All three floors have the same window fenestration. Original triple multi-pane 
wood double-hung windows are located near the southeast (front) side of the elevation. There are two original attic 
dormers located on both the northeast and southwest roof (see exterior figures 11 and 26).   

The interior floor plans have seen few modifications. All of the floors contain office rooms off of the double loaded 
corridor with a variety of uses in each of the wings (i.e., library, classrooms, ward, and additional offices). The 
vertical circulation is in the center of the main corridor, as well as at the end of each wing’s porch on the exterior of 
the building. An elevator is off to the side of the central stairwell. The interior stairwell is concrete and finished with 
light gray green terrazzo with a dark green terrazzo border.  Terrazzo covers most of the floor throughout the 
building; however, some offices have carpet flooring and replacement floor tile. The ground floor, in the southwest 
wing, has orange/brown ceramic tiles covering the floor (see interior first floor figure 2), while the bathrooms and 
shower rooms have mosaic ceramic floor tiles. Typically, painted plaster walls are used throughout the building; 
however, new partitions walls are constructed out of wood studs and gypsum board. Most of the wall finish in the 
hallways is a buff/tan sanitary tile with a brown tile strip and a chocolate colored base (see interior third floor figure 
2). Most of the bathrooms throughout the building have the same sanitary tile (see interior first floor plan figure 7 and 
second floor plan figure 7). Throughout most of the building, new drop ceilings have been installed (see interior 
second floor figure 5); however, the bathrooms still have the original exposed plaster finish. Replacement fluorescent 
lights are located within the drop ceilings. A majority of the original doors have been replaced with hollow core 
wood doors with metal frames. The original nurses’ pass-through stations are a unique feature to the interior of the 
building. The stations have a nurses’ office outside of a ward room with a three-bay window projecting into the ward 
room (see interior second floor figure 3 and third floor figure 7). A metal flap at the lower edge of the window was 
used for passing medication through to the patients. Most of the original kitchen cabinets with original hardware are 
still intact (see interior first floor plan figures 3, 4, and 10). 
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HISTORY 
Building 7115 was originally constructed in 1942-43 by local El Paso builders J.E. Morgan & Sons as a 
neuropsychiatry ward at a cost of $343,867.46.  The original occupancy was 81 beds, but it was later revised to 45.  
Building 7115 underwent a series of modifications between 1970 and 1989: 

Unspecified modifications in November 1970 at a cost of $6,758. 

Upgraded electrical systems with fluorescent fixtures in 1973 and 1975. 

Installed vestibule and extended ducts in February 1973 at a cost of $1,223.30. 

Alterations and new work to third floor and stairwells in October 1979 at a cost of $7,805.81. 

Improvements to Allergy Clinic in December 1980 at a cost of $3,344.53. 

Unspecified modifications and upgrades in April 1985 at a cost of $1,042,644 

Installed tile in room 333 in March 1989. 

The building was used for inpatient treatment from its construction until occupancy assigned to the Engineer Liaison 
Office, William Beaumont from November 1975 until May 1993 when the building was assigned to the WBAMC 
facility manager. Some portions of the building may have been used as barracks space beginning some time before 
1978.  In the late 1990s, at least part of the building was utilized for conducting a practical nurse course.  Possible use 
of 3rd floor by 2291st USA Hospital Army Reserve starting August 2000.  In November 2000, it was noted that the 
building was used by WBAMC as the Community Mental Health Clinic and also the Army Substance Abuse Clinic.   

ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONCONTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of the building is in excellent condition. The exterior configuration is one large mass, still maintaining 
the original character of the building. The stuccoed exterior walls are in good condition and still maintain the original 
exterior fabric. A majority of the original single and triple multi-pane wood double-hung windows with concrete 
windowsills are intact and are covered with security mesh; however, a few of the original windows have been 
removed. The removed window openings were either filled with material to match the existing exterior wall material 
or filled with large metal vents. The original double door entry on the southeast (front) elevation has been replaced 
with plate glass doors (see interior first floor plan figure 1); however, the original concrete balconette with metal 
handrails located above the main entry remains intact. The original open porches on the northwest (back) elevation 
have been slightly modified. A few of the open bays of the porches have been enclosed with a material to match the 
existing exterior wall. Newer multi-pane metal windows and metal vents were inserted into the new walls. The 
remaining original open bays of the porches have been enclosed with wire mesh, which still provides an open feel to 
the back elevation. The original asbestos roof has been replaced with interlock asphalt shingles. The original attic 
dormers are still intact along with the exposed wood roof rafters.  

The interior floor plan has seen few modifications. For the most part, the interior has retained its original layout, 
although has been adapted for new uses. Most of the original architectural details remain intact such as terrazzo 
floors and baseboards, mosaic floor tiles in the bathrooms, glazed sanitary tile walls within a variety of the rooms and 
corridors, and plaster walls. However, some of the interior has been covered with newer finishes such as drop 
ceilings, fluorescent light fixtures, vinyl tile, carpeting, and replacement interior doors. Most of these alterations and 
room modifications were made to the interior finishes during remodeling. The most original architectural feature to 
the building is the nurses’ station located on the second and third floors. The original admitting/service three-bay 
windows are still intact. 

The building retains its original 1942 exterior appearance and building footprint. Thus, the overall fabric of Building 
7115 has been preserved.  
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DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7115 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7115 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 

Building 7115, Hospital Ward– first floor plan, NO DATE 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – second floor plan, NO DATE 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – third floor plan, NO DATE 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – wall sections and details, MAY 1941 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – details of stairs and elevator, MAY 1941 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – sections and details of stairs, MAY 1941 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – schedule and details, MAY 1941 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – demolition plan for basement level modification and upgrade, 
SEPTEMBER 1983 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – modification and upgrades for basement level, SEPTEMBER 1983 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – demolition plan for first floor modification and upgrade, SEPTEMBER 
1983 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – modification and upgrades for first floor, SEPTEMBER 1983 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7115 183 

Building 7115, Hospital Ward – reflected ceiling plan for modification of first floor, SEPTEMBER 1983 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – demolition plan for second and third floors modification and upgrade, 
SEPTEMBER 1983 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – modification and upgrades for second floor, SEPTEMBER 1983 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – modification and upgrades for third floor, SEPTEMBER 1983 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – reflected ceiling plan for modification of second and third floors, 
SEPTEMBER 1983 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – modification and upgrades for foundation plan, SEPTEMBER 1983 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – modification and upgrades for door details, SEPTEMBER 1983 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – modification and upgrades for restrooms, SEPTEMBER 1983 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – modification and upgrades for shower rooms, SEPTEMBER 1983 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – modification and upgrades for miscellaneous elevation details, 
SEPTEMBER 1983 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – demolition plan for second and third floors modification and upgrade, 
SEPTEMBER 1983 
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Building 7115, Hospital Ward – modification and upgrades for new site plan, SEPTEMBER 1983 
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of Beaumont Street, east of 
Kennedy Street, south of Miller Street, 
and west of Stark Place 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Bandstand/Building 7122 

STATUS 
Vacant 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Unknown 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1923 or 1925 (different dates 
on the real property card) 
 

NO. OF STORIES 
1  
 

FOOTPRINT 
Octagonal  

ROOF FORM 
Pyramidal 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete wall 

WALLS 
Not applicable 

ROOF 
Asbestos shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Entertainment 
 

Vacant  

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7122 
is southeast of Building 7124 and northwest of 
Building 7125 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Eight sided structure 
Raised concrete foundation 
Five sided concrete columns clad with stucco 
Exposed wood rafters 
Two sets of poured concrete steps 
Pyramidal roof  
Asbestos cement shingles laid out in the American pattern with 
red ridge shingles 
Decorative finial located in the center of the roof 

Building 7122 – looking northwest 
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Building 7122 – looking north 
 

Building 7122 – interior view of gazebo 
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Building 7122 – interior view of roof structure 
 

Building 7122 – close-up detail of roof and column connection 
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Building 7122 – exposed wood rafters and roof detail 
 

Building 7122 – concrete column detail 
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Building 7122 – concrete foundation detail 
 

Building 7122 – finial detail 
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COORDINATES 
UTM 13 
3521761N  
362569E  

USGS QUAD 
Beaumont Army Hospital 
 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7122 in red 

Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7122 squared in red. 
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2001 Fort Bliss, 7100 Area, Building 7122 in red 
PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss 
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EXCELLENT        GOOD              POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
Real Property Records on file at the Real Property Management Office, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
 
PRELIMINARY NATIONAL REGISTER 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
 
 
 
ELIGIBLE/CONTRIBUTING             NOT ELIGIBLE 

FORM PREPARED BY: 
Sunny Stone, Adam Smith, and Susan Enscore 
Engineer Research and Development Center 
Construction Engineering Research Laboratory 
2902 Farber Drive 
Champaign, IL  61822 
 
 
 
DATE: AUGUST 2006 
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DESCRIPTION 
Building 7122 is located in the lower portion of William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of Beaumont 
Street, east of Kennedy Street, south of Miller Street, and west of Stark Place. The structure is currently vacant. 

Building 7122 is an eight sided structure that consists of a raised concrete foundation with eight five-sided concrete 
columns clad with stucco supporting the pyramidal roof.  Concrete railings/seat walls clad with stucco are located 
between each column except for the columns where the two sets of poured concrete steps are located.  The ceiling 
structure is currently exposed showing the radial ceiling joists that converge in the middle to connect to a metal 
tension member. The underside of the roof structure is also exposed showing the wood rafters with exposed ends and 
wood sheathing boards. The pyramidal roof is clad with asbestos cement shingles which are arranged in the 
American method pattern. Red shingles cap the ridges. An original decorative wood finial protrudes out of the center 
of the roof.   

HISTORY 
Building 7122 was originally designed as bandstand and constructed in 1925 at a cost of $1,479.  The bandstand was 
once at the heart of the hospital ward complex, which has been demolished over time.   

It had a category code change in 1967. 

ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT 
Building 7122 is in poor condition and a state of disrepair. The octagonal structure is falling apart. The painted wood 
elements are showing signs of deterioration through paint failure and wood rot. The solid concrete structural 
members such as the concrete foundation, floor, railings/seat walls, columns, and steps are in good condition and are 
intact. The building was originally designed with a ceiling and the roof structural members were not intended to be 
left exposed; however, these members are currently visible due to the failing ceiling covering. The original ceiling is 
completely unattached from the radial wood joists and the wood ceiling components are crumbled on the concrete 
floor. The roof is in poor condition. A portion of the asbestos cement shingles and wood sheathing has detached from 
the wood structure and fallen to the concrete floor. The original decorative wood finial remains intact. Overall, the 
original layout of the structure has remained intact.  

The building does not retain its original 1925 exterior appearance and the overall fabric of Building 7122 has not 
been preserved.      

DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7122 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7122 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of Miller Street, east of 
Kennedy Street, south of Beaumont 
Drive, and west of Lazear Street 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Clinic/Electron Microscope Building/Central Service 
Supply Building/Steno Pool and Central Service 
Supply Building/Building 7124 

STATUS 
Vacant 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Unknown 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1942 
DATE OF ALTERATIONS 
Between 1945 and 1953 (entry 
addition on the southwest 
elevation) 
Between 1953 and 1967 
(rectangular addition on the 
southeast side) 

NO. OF STORIES 
2  and a basement 
on original structure 
1 on addition 
 

FOOTPRINT 
L-shaped 

ROOF FORM 
Gable over original 
structure 
Shed over addition 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete 

WALLS 
Hollow tiles clad with 
stucco on original 
structure 
Clad with stucco on 
addition 

ROOF 
Three-tab asphalt shingles 
on original structure 
Built-up on addition 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Medical Vacant 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7124 
is southeast of Building 7152 (theater) and 
northwest of Building 7122 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Gable roof over original structure with wood fascia 
Large rectangular addition on the southeast side covered with a 
shed roof and aluminum fascia 
Gable canopy addition over walk on the southwest side 
Entry vestibule addition with a gable roof on the southwest side 
Replacement two-over-two bright aluminum single-hung 
windows on the original structure 
Original paired four-pane steel casement windows on rectangular 
addition 
Original paired three-pane steel casement windows on 
rectangular addition 
Original two-pane casement windows on rectangular addition 
Exterior wood staircase leading to second floor on the northwest 
side 
Replacement steel doors leading to the basement on the northeast 
side  
Gable roof canopy addition over basement entry on northeast side 
Poured concrete ramp with metal handrails on northeast side of 
rectangular addition 
Two original eight-over-eight wood double-hung windows 
located on the interior of the vestibule addition on the southwest 
side 
Original exposed wood column structural supports and wood 
beams located throughout the original floor plan 
Replacement suspended fluorescent light fixtures 
Replacement acoustical tile drop ceiling  
Replacement carpet throughout structure  
Concrete floor in bathrooms 
Original plaster walls in original structure 
Wood panel wainscot in rectangular addition and entry addition 
Wainscot in hallway on first and second floor and in bathroom 
Clay tile baseboard in large room of rectangular addition 
Exposed HVAC system throughout original structure 
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Building 7124 – southwest (front) elevation 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7124 205 

Building 7124 – floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7124 – southwest (front) elevation 

2. Building 7124 – right side of southwest (front) elevation of the original structure 
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3. Building 7124 – oblique view of the southwest (front) and southeast elevations of the second floor of the 
original structure 

4. Building 7124 – original paired four-pane steel casement windows with security screen on the southwest 
elevation of the addition 
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5. Building 7124 – original mechanical equipment located on the first floor of the original southwest 
(front) elevation 

6. Building 7124 – newer entry between original southwest (front) elevation and one-story addition 
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7. Building 7124 – plywood covering original mechanical doors located to the right of the one-story 
addition on the southwest (front) elevation 

8. Building 7124 – left side of the original southwest (front) elevation 
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9. Building 7124 – oblique view of the northwest and southwest (front) elevations 

10. Building 7124 – northwest elevation of original structure 
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11. Building 7124 – replacement concrete steps and metal handrails on the northwest elevation 

12. Building 7124 – small wooden enclosure for unknown purpose 
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13. Building 7124 – light fixture located above single entry on the first floor of the northwest elevation 

14. Building 7124 – close-up of roof detail on the northwest elevation 
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15. Building 7124 – northeast (back) elevation of the original structure 
 

16. Building 7124 – close up of replacement window located on the second floor of the northeast 
(back)elevation 
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oncrete steps and basement entry on the northeast 17. Building 7124 – close-up of wood canopy covering c
(back) elevation 

 

18. Building 7124 – replacement steel double entry basement doors on the northeast (back) elevation 
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19. Building 7124 – northwest elevation of one-story addition 

20. Building 7124 – northeast elevation of one-story addition 
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21. Building 7124 – southeast elevation of one-story addition 

22. Building 7124 – looking at the southeast elevation of structure from a distance 
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23. Building 7124 – left side of the southeast elevation with the one-story addition in the foreground and 
the two-story original structure in the background 

24. Building 7124 – small casement windows and large paired casement windows covered with security 
grates located on the southeast elevation of the one-story addition 
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25. Building 7124 – single entry steel door located on the southeast elevation of the one-story addition 
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Building 7124 – first floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 



220 Building 7124 ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 

 

n one-story entry addition on the southwest side 1. Building 7124 – interior view of window located o
 

2. Building 7124 – looking from one-story addition at original doorway 
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al 3. Building 7124 – original eight-over-eight wood double-hung window located to the right of the origin
doorway 

4. Building 7124 – original wood column structural supports in room to the left of original doorway 
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5. Building 7124 – replacement light fixture located in the room to the left of the original doorway 
 

6. Building 7124 – looking southeast down modified interior hallway with original wood column supports 
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7. Building 7124 – shelves, sinks, and mirrors 
 

8. Building 7124 – original urinals 



224 Building 7124 ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 

 

9. Building 7124 – toilet 
 

10. Building 7124 – original mop sink 
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11. Building 7124 – wood paneling located in a room off of hallway 
 

12. Building 7124 – looking up the stairs towards second floor 
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13. Building 7124 – original door on addition in large room on the southeast corner 

14. Building 7124 – example of clay tile baseboard in large room on the southeast corner of the addition 
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ated by the large room 15. Building 7124 – mechanical room in addition loc
 

16. Building 7124 – bathroom in large addition 
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asement window located in large addition 17. Building 7124 – paired original four-pane steel c
 

18. Building 7124 – kitchen area in large addition 
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19. Building 7124 – original paired three-pane steel casement windows located in the kitchen area of the 
large addition 

20. Building 7124 – close-up of orignal latch system of paired three-pane steel casement windows located 
in the kitchen area of the large addition 
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21. Building 7124 – close-up of original crank window opener for paired three-pane steel casement 
windows located in the kitchen area of the large addition 

22. Building 7124 – a second bathroom located in the large addition  
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 window located in the bathroom areas of the large 23. Building 7124 – original two-pane steel casement
addition 

 

24. Building 7124 – looking southwest down hallway in large addition 
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Building 7124 – second floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7124 – wood handrails and wood walls on the second floor 

2. Building 7124 – looking nothwest down upper hallway 
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3. Building 7124 – looking up through attic opening at original roof structure 
COORDINATES 
UTM 13 
3521791N  
362544E  

USGS QUAD 
Beaumont Army Hospital 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7124 in red 
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Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7124 squared in red. 

2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7124 in red 
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PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss, Texas  
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EXCELLENT     GOOD        POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   

         

 NO
BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
Real Property Records on file at the R roperty Management Office, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
 

eal P

PRELIMINARY NATIONAL REGISTER 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
 
 
 
ELIGIBLE/CONTRIBUTING             NOT ELIGIBLE 

FORM PREPARED BY: 
Sunny Stone, Adam Smith, and Susan Enscore 
Engineer Research and Development Center 
Construction Engineering Research Laboratory 
2902 Farber Drive 
Champaign, IL  61822 
 
 
 
DATE: AUGUST 2006 

DESC ONRIPTI  
Building 7124 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of 
Beaumont Street, east of Kennedy Street, south of Miller Street, and west of Stark Place. The structure is currently 
vacant. 

Building 7124 is a two-story rectangular structure with a basement level and a one-story rectangular addition; 
creating an L-shape floor plan. Sometime between 1945 and 1953 a small one-story square entry addition was 
constructed on the southwest (front) elevation of the original structure, and between 1953 and 1967 a larger one-story 
rectangular addition was constructed on the southeast side of the original structure. The original structure measures 
113’-4” by 29’-6” with an approximate square footage of 6,600 square feet. The dimensions of the rectangular 
addition are unknown; however, the total square footage for the entire structure is 9,564 square feet. 

The original structure consists of a concrete foundation, a basement, a gable roof covered with three-tab asphalt 
shingles, wood fascia, wood louvered vents set into the gable ends, hollow clay tile stuccoed walls, a gable canopy 
addition covering the walkway on the southwest (front) elevation, replacement two-over-two bright aluminum single-
hung windows, metal security grates covering the windows, concrete windowsills, two original eight-over-eight 
wood double-hung windows, an exterior wood staircase leading to second floor on the northwest elevation, a gable 
canopy addition over the basement entry on northeast side, replacement steel doors, replacement single entry wood 
doors, original exposed wood beams and columns, original plaster walls, replacement carpeting throughout, 
replacement suspended fluorescent light fixtures, acoustical tile drop ceiling, original wainscot throughout the central 
hallways, replacement bathroom fixtures, and an original mop sink. 
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The southwest (front) elevation is dominated by replacement two-over-two bright aluminum single-hung windows 
(see exterior figure 9). There are three replacement windows located on the left side of the first floor. A small entry 
addition is located to the right of these windows (see exterior figure 9). A set of double doors to the right of the 
addition are boarded up with plywood (see exterior figure 7). A large piece of mechanical equipment supported by a 
large wood frame is located near these doors (see exterior figure 5). A replacement window is located to the right of 
the mechanical equipment and a replacement steel door is located on the right side of the original southwest 
elevation. A more recent poured concrete ramp with metal handrails provides access to the building (see exterior 
figure 2). The replacement windows located on the first floor have painted metal security grates covering them (see 
exterior figure 8). The second floor of the southwest elevation consists of eight replacement windows. Seven of these 
windows have plywood attached to the interior of the window to cover the opening. A majority of the glass panes are 
broken or missing (see exterior figure 3). A large opening was cut into the exterior wall on the right side of the 
second floor. Currently, the opening is covered with plywood. A large rectangular one-story addition is located on the 
far right side of the southwest elevation. 

The small one-story addition consists of stuccoed exterior walls, a gable roof covered with three-tab asphalt shingles, 
wood fascia,  a replacement steel entry door, four replacement two-over-two bright aluminum single-hung windows, 
and concrete windowsills. Three of these windows are covered with metal security grates, while the fourth window is 
boarded up with plywood. A long gable canopy addition is located on the southeast side of the addition. The canopy 
is covered with three-tab asphalt shingles and has exposed wood rafters, wood brackets, and wood columns. The 
canopy protects a poured concrete ramp and the single entry replacement door on the southeast elevation of the 
addition (see exterior figure 2). 

The northwest elevation is stark and void of architectural detail, with the exception of a painted wooden staircase that 
leads to the second floor replacement steel entry door (see exterior figure 10). A light fixture is located above the 
replacement door on the second floor. The landing of the staircase is positioned on top of a first floor projecting entry 
vestibule addition. The projecting entry vestibule is clad with stucco and has a single entry door opening boarded up 
with plywood. Newer poured concrete steps and stoop with metal handrails provide access to this entry and a 
replacement light fixture is located above the door (see exterior figure 11). A small wooden enclosure is located to 
the left of the vestibule (see exterior figure 12). The enclosure consists of small wood frame structure with a shed 
roof covered with three-tab asphalt shingles and a louvered front piece. A wood louvered vent is located in the gable 
of the northwest elevation.  

The northeast (back) elevation of the original structure is dominated by replacement windows (see exterior figure 
15). The first floor consists of nine evenly spaced windows. All of these windows are covered with a painted metal 
security grate. The second floor also consists of nine windows but the window openings are not evenly spaced across 
the elevation. The three windows on the left side of the elevation are covered with metal security grates while the 
other six windows have plywood attached to the interior side of the windows. Most of the glass panes are broken or 
missing in these six windows. Replacement steel double doors are located on the right side of the elevation below the 
first floor windows (see exterior figure 18). These doors lead to the basement level and are protected with a gable 
canopy addition. The canopy addition consists of three-tab asphalt shingles, exposed wood rafters, and wood columns 
(see exterior figure 17). 

The first floor of the southeast elevation of the original structure is hidden by a large rectangular addition located on 
this side of the building. The second floor of the elevation has three evenly spaced replacement windows with 
security grates. A wood louvered vent is located in the gable.   

The large rectangular addition consists of a built-up shed roof, aluminum metal fascia, stuccoed walls, steel doors, 
original paired four-pane steel casement windows, original paired three-pane steel casement windows, original two-
pane steel casement windows, concrete windowsills, metal security grates covering the windows, a concrete ramp 
located on the northeast side of the structure, and an original roof ventilator. 

The southwest elevation of the addition consists of an original paired four-pane casement window.  

The northwest elevation is connected to the original structure on the right side of the elevation. The left side of the 
elevation consists of three sets of original paired three-pane casement windows and original steel service doors, 
which are located on the right side of the elevation (see exterior figure 19). 

The northeast elevation consists of a single entry steel door, which is located in the center of the elevation. The door 
has one large pane covered with a metal security grate. A light fixture is located above the entry and a long poured 
concrete ramp with metal handrails provides access to this entry (see exterior figure 20). 
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The southeast elevation is dominated by original paired four-pane casement windows and two-pane casement 
windows (see exterior figure 22). There are five two-pane windows and five paired four-pane windows (see exterior 
figure 24). All of the windows are covered with a metal security grate. An original steel door with one large pane is 
located on the left side of the elevation (see exterior figure 25). The glass pane is broken and covered with a metal 
security grate. A light fixture is located near the entry. 

The first floor plan of the original structure is defined by two rows of original wood column supports that run the 
length of the rectangular floor plan (see interior first floor plan figure 4). The northwest end of the layout is divided 
into two large rooms and the wood columns are left exposed along with the wood beams above that support the 
second floor. These two rooms have original plaster ceilings, original plaster walls, replacement suspended 
fluorescent light fixtures, replacement carpeting, and exposed HVAC equipment suspended from the ceiling (see 
interior first floor plan figure 4). A central hallway divides the southeast end of the floor plan (see interior first floor 
plan figure 6). The interior walls dividing the space into smaller rooms are constructed of wood stud. The hallway 
and the room on the south have replacement acoustical tile drop ceilings, replacement carpeting, and replacement 
fluorescent light fixtures. The bathroom on the north has a concrete floor, replacement fixtures such as sinks, toilets, 
urinals, light fixtures, and mirrors (see interior first floor plan figures 7, 8, and 9). An original mop sink is located in 
the bathroom (see interior first floor plan figure 10) and the ceiling is left exposed to the wood joists above. The 
hallway, bathroom, and two smaller rooms on the southeast end of the first floor plan have wood plank wainscot. The 
original wood staircase leading to the second floor is located on the southeast end of the original floor plan (see 
interior first floor plan figure 12). 

The second floor plan of the original structure is similar to the first floor plan in layout. The space is defined by two 
rows of wood columns (see interior second floor plan figure 1). There is a large open room on the northwest end and 
the columns and beams are left exposed. The interior walls dividing the space into smaller rooms are constructed of 
wood stud. Carpeting is located throughout the second floor with the exception of the bathroom, which has exposed 
concrete. The walls that line the hallway have wood plank wainscot (see interior second floor plan figure 2). Exposed 
HVAC equipment is suspended from the ceiling. There are no original wood panel doors located on the second floor. 

The interior of the small entry addition located on the southwest (front) elevation consist of wood paneling wainscot, 
acoustical tile drop ceiling, and carpeting (see interior first floor plan figure 1). 

The floor plan of the large rectangular addition is divided into several small individual rooms each having a bathroom 
area connected to the room (see interior first floor plan figure 24). Each room consist of replacement carpeting, 
replacement hollow wood doors, an acoustical tile drop ceiling, wood stud interior walls with wood paneling 
wainscot, a paired four-pane casement window located in the bedroom portion, a two-pane casement window with 
bubble glass located in the bathroom portion, a toilet, and a sink (see interior first floor plan figures 22 and 23). A 
larger reception/lounge area is located on the southwest end of the floor plan. The room consists of replacement 
carpeting, original clay tile baseboards, replacement drop ceilings, wood paneling wainscot, and replacement light 
fixtures (see interior first floor plan figures 13 and 14). A narrow kitchen area is located on the northwest wall of the 
floor plan. A set of replacement wood cabinets and sink are located in the kitchen along with three sets of paired 
three-pane casement windows (see interior first floor plan figure 18).   

HISTORY 
Building 7124 was originally constructed in 1945 as a steno pool and central service supply building at a cost of 
$33,810.  Drawings from 1962 show a planned addition for a urology clinic which was presumably built around that 
time.  Facilities for an electron microscope were installed at a cost of $13,789.93 in September 1968.  Building 7124 
changed category codes in September 1975 when it was assigned to the Engineer Liaison Branch, William 
Beaumont.  The building was modified in July 1987 by the construction of two walls and installation of two doors at 
a cost of $4,486.43.  Building 7124 was used for an Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Program from 
1985 to 1993.  The building was put into layaway in April 1996.   
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ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONCONTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of Building 7124 is in poor condition. A majority of the original architectural features have been 
removed and two additions alter the initial layout and design of the simple two-story rectangular structure. Sometime 
between 1945 and 1953 a small one-story entry addition was constructed on the southwest (front) elevation of the 
original structure and between 1953 and 1967 a larger one-story rectangular addition was constructed on the 
southeast side of the original structure.  

The stuccoed exterior walls are in fair condition. All but two of the original eight-over-eight wood double-hung 
windows have been replaced two-over-two bright aluminum single-hung windows (see interior first floor plan figure 
1). The two remaining original windows are not visible from the exterior due to the small entry addition (see interior 
first floor plan figure 3). A majority of the glass panes are broken. Some of the windows are covered with metal 
security grates; however, most of the windows have plywood attached to the interior of the windows. There are no 
original wood panel doors intact on the exterior. The three-tab asphalt shingles and wood fascia on the original 
structure, the small entry addition, and the gable canopy on the southwest side are in poor condition and are showing 
signs of weathering and deterioration. The gable canopy overall is in poor condition and appears to be structurally 
unsound. The roof is deteriorating and the paint on the wood elements is failing (see exterior figures 2 and 6).  

The northwest elevation has undergone some modifications. Originally, this elevation was considered the main entry. 
The first floor original had double entry wood doors; however, these have been removed and a small projecting entry 
vestibule has been constructed. Currently, a single entry door provides access into the building. The original second 
floor entry has been removed and replaced with a steel door (see exterior figure 10). The wood staircase that provides 
access to the second floor appears to be structurally unsound. Some of the wood handrails are missing and the wood 
is showing signs of deterioration. The paint is failing on the wood elements (see exterior figures 13 and 14). 

The northeast elevation has been modified slightly with replacement steel double doors that lead down to the 
basement level. Also a wood gable canopy addition was constructed over the basement entry at an unknown date. All 
of the original wood double-hung windows have been removed and replaced with bright aluminum windows. 

The first floor double doors on the southeast elevation of the original structure were removed when the large 
rectangular addition was constructed. Also at some point three new windows openings were cut into the exterior wall 
on the second floor. The openings are currently filled with replacement two-over-two bright aluminum windows.   

The layout of the overall building has undergone some modifications since the original design in order to 
accommodate the changing use of the structure over time. A majority of the original floor plan was a large open 
space defined by exposed wood columns on both the first and second floors. The northwest end was open space while 
the southeast end housed bathrooms and a couple of smaller individual rooms. All of the original bathroom fixtures 
such as the toilets, sinks, and mirrors have been replaced. An original mop sink is located in the first floor bathroom.  

The first floor open space has been divided into two smaller open rooms, while the second floor open space has been 
slightly reduced in size when the rooms at the southeast end were enlarged. The original location of the wood 
staircase and central hallway are intact along with the bathrooms on both the first and second floors. The two rooms 
on the northwest end of the first floor have original plaster ceilings, original plaster walls, replacement suspended 
fluorescent light fixtures, replacement carpeting, and replacement exposed HVAC equipment suspended from the 
ceiling (see interior first floor plan figures 5 and 6). A central hallway divides the southeast end of the floor plan. The 
new interior walls that divide the space into smaller rooms are constructed of wood stud. The hallway and the room 
on the south have replacement acoustical tile drop ceilings, replacement carpeting, and replacement fluorescent light 
fixtures. The bathroom on the north has a concrete floor, replacement fixtures such as sinks, toilets, light fixtures, and 
mirrors. An original mop sink is located in the bathroom and the ceiling is left exposed to the wood joists. The 
hallway, bathroom, and two smaller rooms on the southeast end of the first floor plan have wood plank wainscot. 
There are no original wood panel doors located on the first floor. 

The second floor plan of the original structure is similar to the first floor plan in layout. The two rows of exposed 
wood columns are intact. The interior walls dividing the space into smaller rooms are constructed of wood stud. 
Carpeting is located throughout the second floor with the exception of the bathroom, which has exposed concrete. 
The walls that line the hallway have the original wood plank wainscot intact. Replacement exposed HVAC 
equipment is suspended from the ceiling. There are no original wood panel doors located on the second floor. 
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ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONCONTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT (cont.) 
The rectangular addition is in good condition and a majority of the original exterior architectural features remain 
intact such as the stuccoed walls, built-up roof, paired four-pane steel casement windows, paired three-pane steel 
casement windows, two-pane steel casement windows, and steel entry doors. The original fascia has been replaced 
with galvanized aluminum. The glass pane in the steel door on the southeast elevation is broken.  

The overall layout of the rectangular addition remains intact. The floor plan was originally designed with several 
small individual bedrooms with an attached bathroom. Few original architectural features remain intact. The interior 
walls are clad with a wood paneling wainscot, the original ceilings are replaced with acoustical tile drop ceilings, the 
original floor has been replaced with carpet, and all of the original bathroom fixtures such as the sinks and toilets 
have been replaced (see interior first floor plan figure 24). One unique architectural feature is the clay tile baseboard 
located in the reception/lounge area on the southwest end of the floor plan (see interior first floor plan figure 14). 

The building does not retain its original 1942 exterior appearance and building footprint. Thus, the overall fabric of 
Building 7124 has not been preserved.    

DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7124 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7124 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 
 

Building 7124, Clinic – first and second floor plans of original structure, SEPTEMBER 1945 
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Building 7124, Clinic – existing first and second floor plans, JANUARY 1953 
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Building 7124, Clinic – wall sections and details of addition, APRIL 1962 
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Building 7124, Clinic – basement floor plan and details, NOVEMBER 1967 
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Building 7124, Clinic – existing basement, first floor, and second floor plans, NOVEMBER 1967 
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of Beaumont Street, east of 
Kennedy Street, south of Miller Street, 
and west of the intersection of Lazear 
Street, Eastman Street, and Beaumont 
Street 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Medical Administration Building/Administration and 
Receiving Building/Building 7125 
 

STATUS 
Vacant 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Designed under the direction of the 
Surgeon General’s Office, U.S. Army 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1921 
DATE OF ALTERATIONS  
1966 – maintenance work 
1969 – remodeled 
Unknown – addition on 
southwest 
Unknown – enclosure of 
southeast porches 

NO. OF STORIES 
1 and a basement 
 

FOOTPRINT 
Rectangular 

MASSING 
Clipped gable  

FOUNDATION 
Concrete 

WALLS 
Hollow tile clad with stucco 

ROOF 
Three-tab asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Administration 
 

Vacant 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7125 
is northwest of Building 7000 (old headquarters) 
and southeast of Building 7122 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Addition located on the southwest end of the original structure 
Clipped gable roof with wood louvered vents in gable ends 
Exposed rafters  
Wood fascia 
Original cast iron handrails 
Covered porch on the northwest elevation 
Original square wood columns on northwest elevation 
Modified porches on the southeast (front) 
Original round wood porch columns on southeast elevation 
Original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows 
Nine-over-nine steel double-hung windows 
Original steel hopper windows with metal security bars (on 
addition) 
Cast iron columns with concrete footings in basement 
Original five-panel wood interior doors 
Replacement suspended fluorescent light fixtures 
Replacement Modine heaters 
Original radiators 
Replacement radiators 
Acoustical tile drop ceilings 
Replacement tile floor 

Building 7125 – southeast (front) elevation 
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Building 7125 – floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7125 – southeast (front) elevation 

2. Building 7125 – altered enclosed porch located on the right side of the southeast (front) elevation 



250 Building 7125 ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 

 

3. Building 7125 – raised concrete porch with wood column detail located on the right side of the southeast 
(front) elevation 

 

4. Building 7125 – close-up of newer multi-pane steel double-hung window located on the modified 
enclosed porch area on the right side of the southeast (front) elevation 
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5. Building 7125 – view of the southeast (front) elevation just to the left of the modified right porch  

6. Building 7125 – view of middle section of the southeast (front) elevation with alteration to the exterior 
wall 
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7. Building 7125 – original light fixture located above the alteration of the middle section of the southeast 
(front) elevation 

 

8. Building 7125 – corner detail between modified enclosed porch located on the left side of the southeast 
(front) elevation and the southeast exterior wall with a newer multi-pane steel double-hung window and 
original wood column detail 
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9. Building 7125 – modified left porch located on the southeast (front) elevation with original wood 
columns, concrete steps, and metal handrail 

10. Building 7125 – close-up concrete porch and steps with original metal handrail details 
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11. Building 7125 – close-up of original wood column located on the modified left porch on the southeast 
(front) elevation 

12. Building 7125 – close-up of original wood column detail and the underside of the original wood canopy 
located on the modified left porch on the southeast (front) elevation 
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13. Building 7125 – close-up of light fixture and ceiling detail of the modified left porch located on the the 
southeast (front) elevation 

14. Building 7125 – difference in original foundation and addition foundation on the left side of the 
southeast (front) elevation 
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15. Building 7125 – original steel hopper windows with security grates located on the southeast wall of t
addition  

he 

16. Building 7125 – southwest elevation of addition 
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17. Building 7125 – original steel hopper window with security grate located on the southwest elevation of 
the addition 

18. Building 7125 – original light fixture located above the single entry door on the southwest elevation of 
the addition 
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19. Building 7125 – smaller original hopper window with security grate located on the left side of the 
southwest elevation of the addition 

20. Building 7125 – close-up wood louvered vent dormer on the southwest elevation 
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21. Building 7125 – right side of the northwest (back) elevation 

22. Building 7125 – left side of the northwest (back) elevation 
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23. Building 7125 – original porch and canopy extension located on the right side of the northwest (back
elevation 

) 

24. Building 7125 – view of the underneath of the original canopy structure located on the right side of the 
northwest (back) elevation 
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25. Building 7125 – original entry door located on the right side of the covered porch on the northwest 
(back) elevation 

 

26. Building 7125 – concrete steps leading down to the basement level from the covered porch area on the 
northwest (back) elevation 
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27. Building 7125 – original single entry door with plywood covering glass panes located on the left side of 
the covered porch area on the northwest (back) elevation 

 

28. Building 7125 – damaged porch and canopy extension located on the left side of the northwest (back ) 
elevation 
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29. Building 7125 – damaged porch and canopy extension on the left side of the northwest (back) elevation 

30. Building 7125 – looking at the northwest corner of the covered porch area 



264 Building 7125 ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 

 

31. Building 7125 – looking southwest at the covered porch area located on the northwest (back) elevation 

32. Building 7125 – northeast elevation 
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over basement entry on the right side of the northeast 33. Building 7125 – wood gable canopy addition 
elevation 

 

34. Building 7125 – original panel basement door located on the northeast elevation 
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35. Building 7125 – electrical equipment located on the northeast elevation 

36. Building 7125 – original wood louvered vent dormer and warning siren on the northeast elevation 
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Building 7125 – basement floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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acement hardware 1. Building 7125 – five panel basement door with repl
 

2. Building 7125 – basement cast iron column 
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3. Building 7125 – basement counter and workspace 

4. Building 7125 – original drawer hardware 
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5. Building 7125 – basement door to north porch 

6. Building 7125 – electrical equipment and fuse boxes located in basement 
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7. Building 7125 – overall view of the basement level 

8. Building 7125 – telephone equipment located in the basement 
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9. Building 7125 – basement ventilation fan 
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Building 7125 – first floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7125 – bathroom light fixture 
 

2. Building 7125 – original urinal 
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3. Building 7125 – interior view of bathroom 
 

4. Building 7125 – original wood panel bathroom door 
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5. Building 7125 – interior view of the original panel doors with four lights each leading to the north porch 
 

6. Building 7125 – interior view of original wood double-hung window, replacement light fixture, drop 
ceiling, and radiator 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7125 277 

7. Building 7125 – original beadboard porch ceiling with replacement light fixtures 

8. Building 7125 – original three-pane wood transom above door leading to modified porch  
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9. Building 7125 – interior view of paired original double-hung wood windows with wood frame and 
newer drop ceiling 

 

10. Building 7125 – looking down central hallway with original columns and replacement drop ceiling, 
carpet, and new partition walls 
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11. Building 7125 – bathroom mirror and sink 
 

12. Building 7125 – replacement toilet 
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13. Building 7125 – original radiator in bathroom 

14. Building 7125 – replacement bathroom light fixture 
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15. Building 7125 – replacement light fixture and drop ceiling 

16. Building 7125 – interior view of paired original wood double-hung windows 
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ng window 17. Building 7125 – original narrow wood double-hu
 

18. Building 7125 – original mop sink  
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19. Building 7125 – looking at exterior of original wood double-hung window located on the modified 
porch 

 

20. Building 7125 – looking up at original beadboard porch ceiling with replacement light fixtures 
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21. Building 7125 – interior view of paired original wood double-hung porch windows 

22. Building 7125 – globe light fixture 
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23. Building 7125 – replacement Modine heater 
 

24. Building 7125 – overall view of damaged kitchen area 
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25. Building 7125 – replacement water fountain 
 

26. Building 7125 – replacement Modine heater 
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27. Building 7125 – kitchen cabinets in the addition 
 

28. Building 7125 – portion of damaged enclosed porch area on the  northwest side 
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29. Building 7125 – replacement light fixture 
 

30. Building 7125 – original safe door 
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31. Building 7125 – close-up original safe door handle 
 

32. Building 7125 – newer circuit breaker box 
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COORDINATES 
UTM 13 
3521740N  
362676E  

USGS QUAD 
Beaumont Army Hospital 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7125 in red 

Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7125 squared in red 
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2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7125 in red 
PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss 
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EX     GOOD              POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 

CELLENT    

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
Real Property Records on file at the Real Property Management Office, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
 
PRELIMINARY NATIONAL REGISTER 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
 
 
 
ELIGIBLE/CONTRIBUTING             NOT ELIGIBLE 

FORM PREPARED BY: 
Sunny Stone, Adam Smith, and Susan Enscore 
Engineer Research and Development Center 
Construction Engineering Research Laboratory 
2902 Farber Drive 
Champaign, IL  61822 
 
 
 
DATE: AUGUST 2006 
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DESCRIPTION 
Building 7125 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of 
Beaumont Street, east of Kennedy Street, south of Miller Street, and west of the intersection of Lazear Street, 
Eastman Street, and Beaumont Street. The structure is currently vacant. 

Building 7125 is a one-story rectangular structure with a basement level that consists of a poured concrete 
foundation, a poured concrete first floor, round cast iron column supports with concrete footings in the basement, a 
clipped gable roof with wood louvered vents located in the gable end, three-tab asphalt shingles, wood fascia, 
exposed rafter ends, hollow clay tile exterior walls clad with stucco, original nine-over-nine wood double-hung 
windows, original steel hopper windows with metal security bars on the addition, concrete windowsills, original 
wood exterior doors, two modified covered porches on the southeast (front) elevation with original round wood 
columns and newer steel double-hung windows, a covered porch/veranda running the length of the northwest (back) 
elevation, original cast iron handrails, modified interior floor plan layout, replacement tile floor, replacement 
suspended fluorescent light fixtures, acoustical tile drop ceiling, original wood window trim, and replacement interior 
doors.  

An addition was constructed on the southwest end of the original structure similar in construction materials and 
design. The original clipped gable roof was extended and incorporated in the addition. The original structure 
measured 132’-8” by 41’-8” with an approximate square footage of 9,487 square feet. The total square footage with 
the addition is unknown. 

The southeast (front) elevation faces Beaumont Street and has been heavily modified. The original elevation was 
characterized by two covered porches and a porte cochere; however, the covered porches have been enclosed and the 
porte cochere has been removed (see exterior figure 1). Infill walls are placed between the original painted wood 
column supports on both porches (see exterior figure 2). Most of the windows on this elevation are boarded up with 
plywood; however, those windows that are left exposed have many broken glass panes. The left side of the elevation 
is where the addition is located (see exterior figure 14). Original paired steel hopper windows with metal security 
bars are located on the upper left side of the elevation (original to the addition’s construction date) (see exterior 
figure 15). Paired nine-over-nine double-hung windows are located to the right of these smaller windows on the 
original exterior wall. One of the modified porches is located to the right of these double-hung windows. This porch 
is supported by a raised concrete platform and is access by poured concrete steps with original cast iron handrails 
(see exterior figure 9). The porch has a hipped roof covered with three-tab asphalt shingles, exposed rafter ends, and 
original round wood columns. The infill walls are stuccoed and three nine-over-nine steel double-hung windows are 
set into the walls (one on each side of the enclosed porch) (see exterior figure 8). The double door entry is boarded up 
with plywood (see exterior figure 9). An original single window opening is located to the right of the modified porch. 
A large opening has been cut into the exterior wall to the right of the single window opening. The large opening is 
filled with double doors that are boarded up with plywood. A poured concrete stoop with replacement metal handrails 
provides access to this modified entry. There are three original single window openings to the right of the large 
opening and to the right of these windows an original door has been removed. The opening has been filled in and 
stuccoed to match the exterior wall; however, there is a continuous crack encompassing the original opening (see 
exterior figure 6). There are five original single window openings located to the right of the removed entry. The other 
modified covered porch is located to the right of the five windows. This porch is supported by a raised concrete 
platform, has a gable roof covered with three-tab asphalt shingles, has a wood louvered vent in the gable, and has 
original round wood columns (see exterior figures 2 and 3). The infill walls are stuccoed and nine-over-nine steel 
double-hung windows are set into the walls (see exterior figure 4).  

The southwest elevation is where the addition is located. The overall enclosed width of the elevation is equal to the 
main portion of the original structure plus the open porch width that is located on the northwest elevation; therefore, 
the clipped gable roof covers a majority of the addition, while a shed roof extension covers the left side portion of the 
addition (see exterior figure 16). There is a small steel hopper window with metal security bars located on the left 
side of the elevation (see exterior figure 19). A larger steel hopper window is located to the right of the smaller 
window. This window is boarded up with plywood. A single entry door is located to the right of the larger window 
and an exterior light fixture is located above the door. Remnants of a mechanical system are protruding from the 
exterior wall just to the right of the door. Two steel hopper windows are located on the right side of the southwest 
elevation. One of the windows has metal security bars while the other one is boarded up with plywood (see exterior 
figure 17). All of the windows and light fixtures date to the time of the construction of the addition. The clipped 
gable end is visible and a wood louvered vent is set into the gable (see exterior figure 20).  
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The northwest (back) elevation is in poor condition and has undergone some modifications (see exterior figures 21 
and 22). Originally, the elevation was characterized by its long and narrow open porch/veranda that had two wood 
canopies that extended perpendicular to the open porch to connect Building 7125 to adjacent structures. However, 
both of the wood canopies are badly deteriorated and falling apart (see exterior figures 23, 24, 28, and 29). The roof 
of the long open porch is a slightly sloping shed roof covered in three-tab asphalt shingles, has exposed painted 
rafters, and is supported by ten original wood square columns. The original wood bases of the columns have been 
covered with stucco. Replacement metal handrails run between the columns. The floor of the porch is poured 
concrete (see exterior figure 31). The right side of the porch was enclosed when the addition was constructed on the 
southwest elevation. A single entry wood door provides access from the open porch to the enclosed area of the 
addition (see exterior figure 25). The original fenestration of the elevation has been altered with the removal of some 
of the original windows and doors.  There are replacement steel double doors located on the left side of the elevation 
(see exterior figure 30). A single window opening is located to the right of the doors. Two sets of paired window 
openings are located to the right of the single window opening and three more single window openings are located to 
the right of the these windows. A set of poured concrete steps with replacement metal handrails is located below 
these windows and provides access from the open porch to the basement level (see exterior figure 26). A single entry 
wood door is located to the right of the three windows (see exterior figure 27) and two more sets of paired window 
openings are located on the right side of the open porch. All of the windows on this elevation have been boarded up 
with plywood along with the glass panes located in the one single entry wood door.   

The northeast elevation consists of three evenly spaced original paired window openings. All of the windows have 
been boarded up with plywood (see exterior figure 32). Remnants of a steel structure used to support a swamp cooler 
are located in front of the middle set of windows. Poured concrete steps that lead down to the basement are located 
on the right side of the elevation. A gable roof canopy addition supported by wood columns protects the basement 
entry (see exterior figure 33). The right side of the elevation is where the open porch (located on the northwest (back) 
elevation) is located. The clipped gable roof is visible and a wood louvered vent is set into the gable. An original 
warning siren is located on the gable peak (see exterior figure 36). 

The basement floor plan of Building 7125 is open with cast iron columns set at approximately fifteen feet on center. 
The columns are supported by concrete footings (see interior basement floor plan figures 2 and 7). The floor, walls, 
and ceiling are exposed concrete. Replacement fluorescent light fixtures are suspended from the ceiling. A large work 
area, which consists of wood cabinets and drawers are located along the northwest wall (see interior basement floor 
plan figure 3). Plumping pipes are exposed and are suspended from the ceiling. There are several pieces of electrical 
equipment and fuses boxes attached to the concrete walls (see interior basement floor plan figures 6 and 8). A five-
panel wood door with replacement hardware is located on the northeast wall and a wood panel door with four lights 
is located on the northwest wall (see interior basement floor plan figure 5)  

The original interior first floor plan has been heavily modified with the changes in use of the building. The addition 
located on the southwest end of the original layout consists of a large kitchen space that is in poor condition due to 
water damage (see interior first floor plan figure 28). The interior of the addition consists of plaster ceilings, plaster 
walls, replacement tile floor, replacement air vents, a couple of Modine heaters, suspended fluorescent light fixtures, 
and original wood cabinets and drawers (see interior first floor plan figures 23, 24, 26, 27, 28, and 29). An original 
steel safe with original handle and lock system is located in the addition (see interior first floor plan figure 30). 

The original portion of the building is divided by a central hallway (see interior first floor plan figure 10). Original 
square columns are located in the middle of the hallway and run the length of the hallway. New wood stud partition 
walls divide the rectangular space into several small rooms on both the northwest and southeast side of the structure. 
Replacement acoustical tile drop ceilings run throughout a majority of the building. The floor is covered with 
replacement tile, while the bottom half of the original plaster walls have been clad with a plastic laminate. 
Replacement light fixtures are located throughout the building (see interior first floor plan figures 7, 15, and 20). The 
bathrooms have replacement fixtures; however, an original mop sink is located near a bathroom on the northwest 
wall (see interior first floor plan figure 18). The original wood trim around the nine-over-nine wood double-hung 
windows is intact along with a few of the original radiators (see interior first floor plan figures 9, 13, and 16). A 
majority of the original wood panel doors have been replaced. The two modified enclosed porches on the southeast 
side have the most intact original materials. They consist of the original exposed wood plank ceilings, concrete 
floors, wood transoms above the doors and replacement suspended fluorescent light fixtures (see interior first floor 
plan figures 7 and 8). 
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HISTORY 
Building 7125 was originally constructed in 1921 as a medical administration building at a cost of $68,930.37. The 
structure was designed under the direction of the Surgeon General’s Office.  A standby generator plant was 
constructed adjacent to the original structure in 1960 at a cost of $4,300.  Major maintenance work was done in 1966 
at a cost of $12,485.73.  Just three years later, $22,019.75 was spent to remodel the building.  Insulation of the 
building occurred in November 1979 for $1,917, and minor alterations were accomplished in January 1979 at a cost 
of $1,601.96. 

Assigned to the Engineer Liaison Branch, William Beaumont in November 1975, Building 7125 was used as a clinic 
supply and administrative storage building from 1975 to 1996.  During this time, assignment of the building shifted 
to the Facility Manager at WBAMC in May 1993.  Building 7125 was put on layaway status in October 1996. 
ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTIONS ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of Building 7125 is in poor condition. Both the southeast (front) and northwest (back) elevations have 
been heavily modified with porch enclosures, additions, and some removal of the original architectural features. The 
stuccoed exterior walls are in good condition and still maintain the original exterior fabric. A majority of the original 
nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows with concrete windowsills remain intact (see interior first floor plan 
figure 9); however, a majority of the glass panes are broken. All of the wood windows have been boarded up with 
plywood. Few of the original wood panel doors with six lights and the six-pane wood transoms above are intact. The 
original roof has been replaced with three-tab asphalt shingles, which is in poor condition.  

Originally, the southeast (front) elevation was designed with architectural details such as two open porches with 
wood columns, wood balustrades, hip roofs, a porte cochere with wood columns, nine-over-nine wood double-hung 
windows, wood panel doors with six lights, six-pane wood transoms, a centrally located door, a clipped gable roof 
with an overhang, exposed wood rafter ends, and two wood roof vents (according to the drawing below). Currently, 
the southeast elevation does not portray these design features (see exterior figure 2). An addition was constructed on 
the southwest end of the original structure altering the overall symmetry of the elevation. The two open porches were 
enclosed at an unknown date; thus, removing the wood balustrades and covering up the original wood panel doors 
(see interior first floor plan figure 5). The original wood columns and porch supports were left exposed and are in 
poor condition (see exterior figures 11 and 12). Steel nine-over-nine double-hung windows were set into the infill 
walls. The original porte cochere located on the right side of the elevation has been removed and the original hip roof 
that covered the right open porch and porte cochere was modified into a gable roof (see exterior figure 2). The 
centrally located wood door and wood transom have been removed and the opening has been filled in to match the 
existing exterior wall (see exterior figure 6). One of the original wood double-hung windows was removed and the 
opening was cut larger to fit a double door entry. The original wood roof vents have been removed.  

Originally, the northwest (back) elevation was defined with architectural details such as a long open porch covered 
with a slightly sloping shed roof, supported by thirteen wood columns (divided into twelve equal bays), wood 
balustrades, exposed wood rafter ends, nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows, wood panel doors with six lights, 
six-pane wood transoms, two perpendicular porch extensions covered with gable roofs, supported by wood columns, 
and enclosed with wood balustrades that connected Building 7125 to adjacent buildings, and two wood roof vents 
(according to the drawing below). Currently, the northwest elevation does portray these design features. An addition 
was constructed on the southwest end of the original structure altering the overall length of the open porch which is 
now only divided into ten equal bays (see exterior figure 31). The shed roof covering the open porch is in poor 
condition and a majority of the painted wood elements are showing signs of deterioration and wood rot (see exterior 
figures 23, 24, 28, and 29). The original wood balustrade has been removed and replacement metal handrails stretch 
between the columns (see exterior figure 31). The fenestration of the exterior wall has been altered due to the 
removal and addition of some of the original doors and windows. The original single entry wood window and 
transom located on the far left side of the elevation has been removed and a larger opening was cut into the wall for 
replacement steel double doors. At this time the paired windows adjacent to the door opening were altered when one 
of the windows was removed. Three of the original single entry wood doors and transoms have been removed and the 
openings have been filled in to match the existing exterior wall. A new door opening was cut into the wall and was 
filled with one of these original doors but not the transom (see exterior figure 25). Another original paired window 
was modified when one of the windows was removed. According to the construction drawing (see below) the initial 
design did not have access to the basement from the open porch. At some point, a hole was cut into the concrete floor 
of the porch and poured concrete steps were constructed to provide this access (see exterior figure 26). The two porch 
extensions are in very poor condition and are collapsing (see exterior figures 23 and 28). According to the 
construction drawing (see below) these two extensions were initially designed with gable roofs and wood balustrades. 
Currently, the porch extension on the right side of the elevation has a shed roof and no wood balustrade. The porch 
extension on the left side is in worse condition. The porch roof has been destroyed, possibly by heavy wind damage. 
The wood roof elements are resting on top of the shed roof of the porch and some of the wood columns are missing.    
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ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTIONS ELEMENTS INTACT (cont.) 
An addition was constructed on the southwest end of the original structure.  It was constructed of similar materials as 
the original; however, steel hopper windows along with replacement wood double-hung windows are located on the 
addition. All architectural features date to the construction date. The construction of this addition altered both the 
symmetrical design of the southeast (front) elevation and the open porch area on the northwest (back) elevation.  

The layout of the overall building has undergone modifications since the original design in order to accommodate the 
changing use of the structure over time. The original floor plan was divided into two separate parts by a central 
hallway that ran the length of the structure. The northwest wall was divided into several small rooms while the 
southeast wall was left as one large open space. Currently, the layout is defined by a central hallway; however, the 
original room layouts have been altered with the removal and addition of new wood stud partition walls (see interior 
first floor figure 10). Few original architectural features remain intact. The original floor has been replaced with tile, 
the original ceiling has been covered with an acoustical tile drop ceiling, some of the plaster walls have been clad 
with plastic laminate on the bottom half of the wall, the original light fixtures have been replaced with fluorescent 
light fixtures (see interior floor plan figure 15), a majority of the original wood panel doors have been removed, and 
the bathroom fixtures have been replaced (see interior first floor plan figures 11 and 12). The original wood trim 
around the wood double-hung windows and a few of the original radiators are intact along with the wood plank 
ceilings in the enclosed porches and two wood transoms (see interior first floor plan figures 7, 8, and 21).  

The interior of the addition is in poor condition due to roof failure and water damage (see interior first floor plan 
figures 24 and 28). The space was used as a kitchen area and consists of wood cabinets, wood drawers, tile floors, 
plaster ceilings, plaster walls, replacement air vents, Modine heaters, replacement fluorescent light fixtures, and 
replacement radiators. An original steel safe with an original handle and lock system is located in the addition. 

The building does not retain its original 1921 exterior appearance and building footprint and the overall fabric of 
Building 7125 has not been preserved.    

DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7125 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7125 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 

Building 7125, Administration and Receiving Building – elevations and floor plans, (traced in) MARCH 
1945 
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of Beaumont Street, east of 
Stark Place, south of Miller Street, and 
west of Lazear Street 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
General Purpose Warehouse/Medical Supply 
Warehouse/Building 7133 
 

STATUS 
Occupied 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Office of the Constructing 
Quartermaster/ 
J.E. Morgan and Sons 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1933 
DATE OF ALTERATIONS 
1999 
 

NO. OF STORIES 
1 and a raised 
basement 
 

FOOTPRINT 
Rectangular 

MASSING 
Clipped gable 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete 

WALLS 
Brick clad with stucco 

ROOF 
Interlock asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Storage Storage 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7133 
is west of Buildings 7136, 7137, and 7139, 
southeast of Buildings 7157, 7158, and 7159, 
and north of Buildings 7000 and 7125 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Clipped gable roof with small three-pane windows set into the 
gables 
Raised concrete foundation/basement level 
Raised concrete loading dock on southwest elevation 
Original wood swing entry doors on the southwest elevation 
Original twelve-pane steel awning windows located on the first 
floor 
Original ten-pane steel awning windows located on the basement 
level 
Original three-light transom above replacement door on 
southwest elevation 
Square concrete column supports with flared capitals in basement 
to support the poured concrete first floor 
Open interior 
Steel truss roof supports 

Building 7133 – southwest (front) elevation 
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Building 7133 – floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7133 – southwest (front) elevation 

2. Building 7133 – oblique view of the southeast and southwest (front) elevations 
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3. Building 7133 – concrete steps and original metal handrail located on the south corner of the structure 
 

4. Building 7133 – looking northwest down raised concrete platform located on the southwest (front) 
elevation 
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5. Building 7133 – two original single window openings covered with plywood located on the right side of 
the southwest (front) elevation 

6. Building 7133 – original wood double entry doors with plywood covering glass panes located on the 
southwest (front) elevation 
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7. Building 7133 – metal covering over manhole located in the raised platform on the southwest (front) 
elevation 

 

8. Building 7133 – original wood double doors located on the left side of the southwest (front) elevation 
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9. Building 7133 – wood beadboard ceiling and light fixture detail located on the underside of the roof 
overhang on the southwest (front) elevation 

10. Building 7133 – northwest elevation 
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11. Building 7133 – northeast (back) elevation 

12. Building 7133 – first floor and basement windows covered with plywood on the northeast (back) 
elevation 
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13. Building 7133 – southeast elevation 

14. Building 7133 – gable end with original three-pane window on the southeast elevation 
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15. Building 7133 – basement entry covered with plywood located on the right side of the southeast 
elevation 

 

16. Building 7133 – inside view of the small enclosed area located on the left side of the southeast elevation 
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17. Building 7133 – mechanical equipment located on the small enclosed exterior wall on the left side of 
the southeast elevation 

18. Building 7133 – brick manhole in ground near the southeast exterior wall 
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19. Building 7133 – looking up at the underside of the the roof overhang and wood soffit on the south 
corner of the structure 
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Building 7133 – basement floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7133 – terra cotta block enclosed area on the north corner of the basement level 

2. Building 7133 – overall view of the basement level looking southeast 
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3. Building 7133 – close-up of concrete column support with flared capital 

4. Building 7133 – interior view of original ten-pane steel awning basement window 
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Building 7133 – first floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7133 – overall interior view of open structure of the first floor 

2. Building 7133 – close-up of steel truss and plumbing detail 
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3. Building 7133 – roof detail 
 

4. Building 7133 – interior view of original twelve-pane steel awning window with mesh glass 
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5. Building 7133 – close-up of window latch detail 

6. Building 7133 – close-up of concrete lintel above window 
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7. Building 7133 – interior view of original braced frame wood double doors with six panes each  

8. Building 7133 – close-up of wood door hinge 
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9. Building 7133 – close-up wood double door latches 

10. Building 7133 – original metal handrails leading to the basement level 
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COORDINATES 
UTM 13 
3521872N  
362717E  

USGS QUAD 
Beaumont Army Hospital 
 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7133 in red 

Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7133 squared in red 
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2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7133 in red 
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PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss 
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EXCELLENT     GOOD        POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 
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DESCRIPTION 
Building 7133 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of 
Beaumont Street, east of Stark Place, south of Miller Street, and west of Lazear Street. It is currently used as a 
storage warehouse facility. 

Building 7133 is a one-story rectangular structure with a raised basement level that consists of a poured concrete 
pilaster foundation, a poured concrete first floor, square concrete column supports with flared capitals in the 
basement, cinder brick exterior walls clad with stucco, a large open interior space with exposed steel trusses, original 
twelve-pane steel awning windows on first floor, ten-pane steel awning windows on basement level, concrete 
windowsills, concrete lintels, original braced frame wood swinging doors, a clipped gable roof with small three-pane 
windows set into the gables, interlock asphalt shingles, original metal roof ventilators, original wood fascia, original 
beaded board soffit, and a raised concrete loading dock.  

The warehouse is 120’-0” by 48’-0” feet with an approximate square footage of 11,290 square feet. The first floor 
has a height of 11’-0” from the finished floor to the bottom of the trusses. The basement has a height of 7’-4” from 
the finished floor to the ceiling. 

The southwest (front) elevation faces an open parking lot (see exterior figure 1). A raised concrete loading dock 
spans the entire length of the elevation (see exterior figure 4). The loading dock is ramped on the west end and has 
steps with original metal handrails at the east end (see exterior figure 3). There is a single original twelve-pane steel 
awning window with a concrete windowsill and lintel located on the far left side of the elevation. A single entry 
replacement steel door with an original three-pane transom above is located to the right of the window. Original 
double doors are located to the right of the single door. These doors are braced frame vertical wood board with six 
lights in each and open inward on a swing system. Two single original twelve-pane steel awning windows are located 
to the right of the double doors (see exterior figure 5). Another set of braced frame wood doors are located to the 
right of the two windows (see exterior figure 6). On the far right side of the southwest elevation are two single 
twelve-pane steel awning windows with concrete windowsills and lintels. Plywood has been placed over all original 
glass panes on this elevation, including the twelve-pane windows, the three-pane transom, and the six lights in each 
wood door.  

The northwest elevation is symmetrical (see exterior figure 10). A portion of the raised concrete basement level is 
visible on this elevation as the paved ground slopes down from right to left. There are three original twelve-pane steel 
awning windows with concrete windowsills and lintels evenly spaced across the elevation. These windows are 
boarded up with plywood. The clipped gable end is visible and a small three-pane metal sash window is located in 
the gable end.  

The northeast (back) elevation is symmetrical (see exterior figure 11). A portion of the basement level is visible on 
this elevation. There are four original ten-pane metal windows with concrete windowsills located on the basement 
level (see interior basement floor plan figure 4), while six original twelve-pane steel awning windows with concrete 
windowsills and lintels (see interior first floor plan figure 4) are located on the first floor level (see exterior figure 
12). Plywood has been placed over all original glass panes on this elevation. 

The southeast elevation has had some modifications. A portion of the basement level is visible on this elevation. 
There are two original ten-pane steel awning windows located on the basement level, while replacement steel double 
doors are located on the right side of the elevation. However, the replacement doors are no longer visible because a 
removable cellar door covering was constructed out of plywood in 1999 (see exterior figure 15). Also a small 
enclosed area constructed of brick clad with stucco, which houses newer mechanical equipment, was added in at an 
unknown date (see exterior figure 13). There are three original twelve-pane steel awning windows with concrete 
windowsills and lintels evenly spaced across the first floor level. The clipped gable end is visible and a small three-
pane metal sash window is located in the gable end (see exterior figure 14). Plywood has been placed over original 
glass panes on this elevation, including the ten-pane windows and the twelve-pane windows. 

The first floor plan of the warehouse is an open plan, free span space as originally designed (see interior first floor 
plan figure 1). The floor is exposed concrete, while the interior wall finish is exposed brick with pilasters. There is no 
finished ceiling. The steel trusses, wood purlins, and diagonal and lateral sheathing are exposed (see interior first 
floor plan figure 3). The braced frame wood doors retain their original spring latches and metal hinges (see interior 
first floor plan figures 8 and 9). The original light fixtures are attached to the bottom of the exposed steel trusses. 
Exposed plumbing pipes run the perimeter and up the pitch of the roof. An L-shaped stair, with concrete steps and 
original metal handrails, is located at the northwest corner of the warehouse (see interior first floor plan figure 10). 
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DESCRIPTION (cont.)  
The basement floor plan of the warehouse is open with concrete columns at approximately fifteen feet on center (see 
interior basement floor plan figures 2 and 3). The floor and ceiling are exposed concrete while the interior wall finish 
is exposed concrete with pilasters. Incandescent bulbs are attached to the concrete ceiling. A small terra cotta block 
enclosed area is located at the northeast corner of the basement level (see interior basement floor plan figure 1).   

HISTORY 
Building 7133 was originally constructed in 1933 as a medical supply warehouse at a cost of $13,559.73. The 
building is currently classified as a general purpose warehouse.  The building was assigned to the Engineering 
Liaison office in May 1986, then to the Facility Manager, WBAMC in May 1993. 

In 1999, the building was taken out of lay-away and prepared for use as a warehouse for architectural salvage from 
the demolition of buildings contributing to the significance of the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic 
District (WBGHHD). At this time, modifications were performed on the building’s fabric in order to secure the 
facility as a warehouse. The original five panel door with four lights located on the left side of the southwest 
elevation was replaced with a solid metal door. Also the original braced frame wood doors located on the basement 
level of the southeast elevation were removed and were replaced with solid metal doors. A removable cover 
constructed of plywood was placed over the basement ramp.  

As of September 2001, the building was assigned to the VA Health Care Center for storage of equipment and 
furniture. 
ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of the building is in good condition. The exterior configuration is one large mass, still maintaining the 
original character of the building. All of the original twelve-pane, ten-pane, and three-pane steel awning windows 
with concrete windowsills remain intact; however, a majority of the mesh glass panes are broken or missing (see 
interior first floor plan figure 5). The original braced wood doors with six lights are intact with original hardware 
such as hinges and latches; however, most of the mesh glass panes are broken or missing. The original five panel 
wood door with four lights on the southwest elevation has been replaced with a solid steel door; however, the three-
pane transom above is intact. The original wood braced doors located on the basement level of the southeast 
elevation have been removed and replaced with solid steel doors and the ramped entry to these doors have been 
covered with plywood (see exterior figure 15). A small utility structure with stuccoed walls has been added to the 
southeast elevation to house newer mechanical equipment. The original asbestos shingle roof has been replaced with 
interlock shingles.  

The main floor is an open plan, free span space as originally designed. The exposed brick on the interior of the walls, 
exposed concrete floor, exposed steel trusses, wood purlins, diagonal and lateral sheathing, original light fixtures, and 
metal railings on the stairs leading to the basement level are all intact. 

The original basement level with original concrete column supports with flared capitals, exposed concrete floor, and 
exposed concrete basement walls are intact. A small terra cotta enclosed area was added to the northeast corner of the 
basement level.    

Even though, Building 7133 has had a few modifications and alterations, the building retains its original 1933 
exterior and interior appearance and building footprint. Thus, the overall fabric of Building 7133 has been preserved.    

DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7133 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7133 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 

Building 7133, General Purpose Warehouse – elevations and plans, DECEMBER 1932 
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Building 7133, General Purpose Warehouse – plans and details, DECEMBER 1932 
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Building 7133, General Purpose Warehouse – detail drawings, DECEMBER 1932 
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of Forwood Street, East of 
Lazear Street, south of Beaumont 
Drive, and west of McCaw Street 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Veterinary Facility/General Storehouse/Building 7136 
 

STATUS 
Vacant 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Designed under the supervision of the 
Surgeon General’s Office, United 
States Army 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1921 
DATE OF ALTERATIONS  
1921 to 1942 – addition 1 built between 
these dates 
Circa 1942 – addition 2 
1968 – alterations 
1983 – alterations  

NO. OF 
STORIES 
1  
 

FOOTPRINT 
Complex 

MASSING 
Clipped gable over original 
structure and addition 1 
Gable over addition 2 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete 

WALLS 
Hollow clay tiles with 
stucco 

ROOF 
Interlock asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Storage Vacant 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7136 
is southeast of Buildings 7133, 7137, and 7139, 
and northeast of Buildings 7000 and 7125 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Original – clipped gable roof with wood louvered vents set into 
the gable ends, interlock asphalt shingles, exposed rafter ends, 
original metal roof ventilators, raised concrete foundation, hollow 
clay tile stuccoed walls, poured concrete platform with louvered 
enclosed additions on the northwest elevation, original nine-over-
nine wood double-hung windows, concrete windowsills, 
replacement exterior light fixtures, replacement steel doors. 
Addition 1 (built between 1921-1942) – square addition 
constructed on the left side of the southeast elevation of the 
original structure, clipped gable roof with wood louvered vents 
set into the gable end, interlock asphalt shingles, exposed rafter 
ends, original metal roof ventilator, raised concrete foundation, 
hollow clay tile stuccoed walls, original nine-over-nine wood 
double-hung windows, concrete windowsills, replacement steel 
doors, gable porch canopy. 
Addition 2 (c. 1942) – large rectangular addition constructed on 
the southeast side of the original structure, gable roof, interlock 
asphalt shingles, original metal roof ventilators and ridge vent, 
raised concrete foundation, hollow clay tile stuccoed walls, 
poured concrete platform covered with shed roof with exposed 
rafter ends and steel I-beam column supports on the northeast 
elevation, original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows, 
concrete windowsills, replacement exterior light fixtures, small 
kennel doors on the northeast elevation. 
Interior 
Drop ceiling on interior  
Replacement radiators 
New interior layout configuration 
Replacement bathroom fixtures 
Original mop sink 
Concrete floor in “vet housing area” 
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Building 7136 – southwest elevation of the original structure (far left), addition 1 connected to original 
structure (middle), and addition 2 ( far right) 

Building 7136 – floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7136 – southwest elevation of the original structure (far left), addition 1 connected to original 
structure (middle), and addition 2 (far right) 

2. Building 7136 – southwest (front) elevation of the original structure (left portion) and addition 1 (right 
portion) built between 1921-1942 
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3. Building 7136 – original paired nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows located on the southwest 
(front) elevation of the addition 1  

4. Building 7136 – concrete windowsill detail 
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5. Building 7136 – replacement steel doors with original transom boarded up located on the southwest 
elevation of addition 1  

6. Building 7136 – original (to the addition’s construction date) concrete steps and stoop with original 
metal handrails located on the southwest elevation of addition 1 
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7. Building 7136 – close-up detail of original metal handrails on the southwest elevation of addition 1 

8. Building 7136 – original (to the addition’s construction date) gable roof canopy detail located above 
double door entry on the southwest elevation 
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9. Building 7136 – basement window opening covered with plywood located on the left side of the original 
southwest (front) elevation 

 

10. Building 7136 – original single nine-over-nine wood double-hung window located on the left side of the 
original southwest (front) elevation 
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11. Building 7136 – close-up detail of original clipped gable end on the southwest elevation 

12. Building 7136 – right side of the northwest elevation of the original structure 
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13. Building 7136 – northwest elevation of the original structure 
 

14. Building 7136 – looking northeast down the louvered enclosed platform area located on the northwest 
elevation 
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15. Building 7136 – door opening in the middle of the right louvered enclosed platform area on the 
northwest elevation 

 

16. Building 7136 – looking southwest down at the louvered enclosed platform area on the northwest 
elevation 
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17. Building 7136 – inside view of the right louvered enclosed platform area on the northwest elevation 
 

18. Building 7133 – looking northeast at the left louvered enclosed platform area on the northwest 
elevation 
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19. Building 7136 – replacement signle entry door filling in a larger original door opening located on the 
left side of the northwest elevation 

 

20. Building 7136 – door on the left louvered enclosed platform area on the northwest elevation 
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21. Building 7136 – left side of the northwest elevation of the original structure 

22. Building 7136 – original metal roof ventilator located on the northeast end of the original clipped gable 
roof 
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23. Building 7136 – northeast elevation of original structure 

24. Building 7136 – corner of the northeast and southeast elevations of the original structure 
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25. Building 7136 – southeast elevation of original structure 

26. Building 7136 – looking at the southeast elevation of the original structure (right) and the northeast 
elevation of the Addition 2 (left, c. 1942) 
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27. Building 7136 – northeast elevation of Addition 2 with shed roof canopy addition 

28. Building 7136 – raised concrete platform and shed roof canopy structure with steel I-beam columns 
located on the northeast elevation of Addition 2 
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29. Building 7136 – close-up of roof detail on the northeast elevation of Addition 2 
 

30. Building 7136 – looking northwest down the covered platform area located on the northeast elevation 
of Addition 2 
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31. Building 7136 – close-up of drain system detail located on the northeast elevation of Addition 2 

32. Building 7136 – replacement metal steps leading to the left side of the platform area located on the 
northeast elevation of Addition 2 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7136 345 
 

33. Building 7136 – southeast elevation of Addition 2 

34. Building 7136 – southwest elevation of Addition 2 
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35. Building 7136 – concrete foundation detail located on the southwest elevation of the Addition 2 

36. Building 7136 - vent in the foundation wall on the southwest elevation of the Addition 2 
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37. Building 7136 – looking northwest where the original structure (center), Addition 1 (left), and 
Addition 2 (right) connect 

 

38. Building 7136 – looking northwest at the ramp located on the southwest elevation of Addition 2 
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39. Building 7136 – door entry and wood canopy located on the southeast elevation of the original 
structure 

40. Building 7136 – southeast elevation of Addition 1 
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41. Building 7136 – close-up of window detail, roof detail, and wood louvered vent in gable on the 
southeast elevation of Addition 1 
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Building 7136 – floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7136 – original wood double-hung window and replacement radiatior in north room 
 

2. Building 7136 – original wood double-hung window, replacement radiator, and drop ceiling in north 
room 
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3. Building 7136 – modified original wood transom with replacement steel double doors and drop ceiling 
on the southwest elevation 

4. Building 7136 – original paired wood double-hung windows located on the southeast elevation (Addition 
1) 
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5. Building 7136 – original wood double-hung windows located in the south room on the southwest 
elevation 

 

6. Building 7136 – original three-pane wood casement window located in the small room northeast of the 
large room 
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7. Building 7136 – central hallway of the large portion  

8. Building 7136 – original mop sink located on the south side of the large portion 
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9. Building 7136 – renovated bathroom 

10. Building 7136 – renovated bathroom 
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11. Building 7136 – interior view of the north east corner of the original structure showing orginal wood 
double-hung windows and replacement radiator 

12. Building 7136 – interior view of the kennel area with exposed hollow clay tile wall (Addition 2) 
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13. Building 7136 – interior view of the kennel area (Addition 2) 

14. Building 7136 – looking at the southeast wall of Addition 2 
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15. Building 7136 – original ceiling vent located in the kennel area (Addition 2) 

16. Building 7136 – metal drain grate located in the kennel area (Addition 2) 
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17. Building 7136 – water main located in the kennel area (Addition 2) 
COORDINATES 
UTM 13 
3521857N  
362808E  

USGS QUAD 
El Paso 
 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7136 in red 
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Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7136 squared in red 

2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7136 in red 
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PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss 
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EX     GOOD              POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 

CELLENT    

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
Real Property Records on file at the Real Property Management Office, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
 

PRELIMINARY NATIONAL REGISTER 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
 
 
 
ELIGIBLE/CONTRIBUTING             NOT ELIGIBLE 

FORM PREPARED BY: 
Sunny Stone, Adam Smith, and Susan Enscore 
Engineer Research and Development Center 
Construction Engineering Research Laboratory 
2902 Farber Drive 
Champaign, IL  61822 
 
 
 
DATE: AUGUST 2006 
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DESCRIPTION 
Building 7136 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of 
Forwood Street, east of Lazear Street, south of Beaumont Drive, and west of McCaw Street. The structure is 
currently vacant. 

Building 7136 is a large one-story utilitarian structure that has been heavily modified. The original structure was 
rectangular in plan. Sometime between 1921 and 1942 a small square addition (Addition 1) was constructed on the 
left side of the southeast elevation of the original structure. Then circa 1942 a larger rectangular addition (Addition 2) 
was constructed to the middle of the southeast elevation. The original structure measures 120’-4” by 32’-4” with an 
approximate square footage of 3,900 square feet. The dimensions of Addition 1 are unknown, while Addition 2 
measures 108’-0” by 45’-4” with an approximate square footage of 4,860 square feet.  

 

DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The original structure co  
louvered vents set into th
ventilators, hollow clay tile stu theast 
elevation, original nine-ov ht 
fixtures, replacement steel doors, drop ceiling on interior, replacement radiators, new interior layout configuration, 
and replacement bathroom fixtures. 

1. The southwest (front) elevation faces Lazear Street. From the left side of the elevation to the replacement double 
entry steel doors are part of the original structure. There are two single original nine-over-nine wood double-hung 
windows located on the left side of the elevation (see exterior figure 10). The window on the right is boarded up with 
plywood. The original clipped gable end is visible (see exterior figure 11).  

nsists of a raised concrete foundation, clipped gable roof with an overhang and wood
e gable ends, interlock asphalt shingles, exposed rafter ends, two original metal roof 

ccoed walls, a poured concrete platform with two shed roof additions on the sou
er-nine wood double-hung windows, concrete windowsills, replacement exterior lig
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
2. The northwest elevation has been slightly modified. A poured concrete platform runs almost the entire length of 
the elevation (see exterior figure 13). Poured concrete ramps are located at both ends to provide access to the 
platform. Two enclosed areas were constructed on top of the platform area. These two areas are enclosed with a shed 
roof with exposed wood rafters and wood louvered walls. An original single nine-over-nine wood double-hung 
window is located on the left side of the elevation (see exterior figure 21). The window is currently covered with 
vegetation. To the right of the window is the smaller of the two louvered enclosed areas (see exterior figure 20). A 
single entry replacement steel door with one light is located on the main exterior wall just to the right of this enclosed 
area. Originally, a larger door opening was located here but it was filled with the single entry door and the remainder 
of the opening was filled in to match the existing exterior wall finish. Poured concrete steps cut into the concrete 
platform provide access to this door and a replacement exterior light fixture is located above the door (see exterior 
figure 19). The larger louvered enclosed area is located to the right of the door (see exterior figure 12, 16, and 17). To 
the right of this enclosed area is another single entry replacement door and an original nine-over-nine wood double-
hung window is located on the far right side of the elevation.   

3. The northeast elevation consists of a replacement single entry steel door with one light and two original nine-over-
nine wood double-hung windows that flank either side of the door. The windows are boarded up with plywood. A 
replacement metal staircase with metal handrails provides access to this entry. The original clipped gable end is 
visible and a wood louvered vent is located in the gable end (see exterior figures 23 and 24).   

4. The southeast elevation of the original structure has been altered due to the construction of the two additions. A 
replacement single entry door is located underneath the shed roof that is covering the open platform of the northeast 
elevation of Addition 2. The raised concrete basement is exposed and there is one basement window opening visible 
(see exterior figure 25). 

5.  The southeast elevation of the original structure is visible between Addition 1 and Addition 2 (see exterior figure 
37). A large opening has been cut into the original exterior wall. The opening is currently boarded up with plywood. 
A small shed roof canopy addition protects the modified entry (see exterior figure 39). The canopy consists of 
exposed wood rafters and is supported by steel I-beam columns. More than likely, this canopy was constructed at the 
same type as Addition 2. Also a single entry door was cut into the original exterior wall and a steel door with one 
light fills the opening. A raised concrete platform is located between the original structure and the additions. Poured 
concrete steps and a poured concrete ramp with replacement metal handrails provide access to the platform area.  

Addition 1 consists of a raised concrete foundation, clipped gable roof with an overhang and wood louvered vents set 
into the gable ends, interlock asphalt shingles, exposed rafter ends, one original metal roof ventilator, replacement 
gutters and downspouts, hollow clay tile stuccoed walls, original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows, 
concrete windowsills, original painted cast iron handrails, replacement steel doors, a small gable roof canopy 
covering entry doors on the southwest side, drop ceiling on interior, replacement radiators, new interior layout 
configuration, and replacement bathroom fixtures. 

6. The southwest elevation of Addition 1 consists of replacement double entry steel doors (see exterior figure 5). The 
original transom located above the doors is covered with plywood. The doors are protected by a small gable roof 
canopy that is covered with interlock asphalt shingles and supported by two simple wood brackets. The canopy has 
exposed wood rafter ends (see exterior figure 8). Poured concrete steps with original painted cast iron handrails 
provide access to the entry (see exterior figures 6 and 7). The windows on this portion of the elevation are original 
nine-over-nine wood double-hung. There are two sets of paired original windows located to the right of the entry on 
the right side of the elevation (see exterior figure 3). The far right paired windows are boarded up with plywood. The 
ground slopes away from the building on the right side exposing a boarded up basement window and a concrete 
window well.  

7. The southeast elevation of Addition 1 consists of two sets of paired original nine-over-nine wood double-hung 
windows (see exterior figure 40). Three out of the four windows are boarded up with plywood. The fourth window is 
visible; however, the top sash of the window has been removed and an air conditioning unit fills the opening. The 
clipped gable end is visible and a wood louvered vent is located in the gable end. 

8. The northeast elevation of Addition 1 consists of two sets of paired original nine-over-nine wood double-hung 
windows. Both sets of windows are covered with metal security grates. There is also a smaller original three-pane 
wood window located to the right of the paired windows and is boarded up with plywood (see exterior figures 37 and 
39).  
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
Addition 2 consists of a raised concrete foundation, gable roof, interlock asphalt shingles, original metal roof 
ventilators, original ridge vent, hollow clay tile stuccoed walls, poured concrete platform covered with a shed roof 
with exposed rafter ends and steel I-beam column supports on the northeast elevation, original nine-over-nine wood 
double-hung windows, concrete windowsills, replacement exterior light fixtures, small kennel doors on the northeast 
elevation, drop ceiling on the interior, replacement radiators, new interior layout configuration, replacement 
bathroom fixtures, original mop sink , and concrete floor in the “vet housing area.” 

9. There is no window or door openings on the southwest elevation of Addition 2 (see exterior figure 34). A poured 
concrete ramp runs most of the length of the elevation to provide access to the raised concrete platform located 
between the additions and the original structure. A shed roof structure with interlock asphalt shingles, exposed 
rafters, and steel I-beam columns was constructed over the ramp; however, it is in poor condition and is deteriorating 
(see exterior figure 38).  

10. The southeast elevation of the Addition 2 consists of two single window openings that are boarded up with 
plywood (see exterior figure 33). The right side of the elevation is where a portion of the platform area was enclosed.  

11. The northeast elevation of Addition 2 is dominated by a raised open concrete platform area that is covered with a 
shed roof addition (see exterior figures 27 and 30). The shed roof is covered with interlock asphalt shingles, has 
exposed rafters, and is supported by several steel I-beam columns (see exterior figures 28 and 29). The shed roof is 
an extension of the side gable roof form which covers the rectangular addition. Two sets of metal staircases with 
metal handrails provide access to the raised platform (see exterior figure 32). One is located in the left side of the 
platform, while the other is located on the right side. There are several original metal rectangular drains set into the 
concrete platform (see exterior figure 31). The northeast exterior wall of the Addition 2 consists of several small door 
openings (kennel doors for animals) that are now filled with plywood. There are two single entry steel doors. 
Replacement fluorescent light fixtures are attached to the underside of the exposed rafters (see exterior figure 30). 
The left end portion of the platform area has been enclosed with exterior walls. 

Building 7136 has a complex floor plan. The kennel wing (Addition 2) has a concrete floor with a drainage tile 
running down the center of the rectangular floor plan (see interior figure 16). The ceiling is plastered (see interior 
figure 15). The interior of this area consists of structural terra cotta tile walls with a series of small openings located 
on the northeast wall (see interior figures 12 and 13) and two original window openings on the southeast wall (see 
interior figure 14); however, the glass panes and muntins are missing. On the northwest wall there is a small 
mechanical room (see interior figure 17).  

The former warehouse area (which is the original rectangular structure) has been divided up into a central corridor 
that has a series of large rooms located along the northwest wall. These rooms were used for medical/veterinary 
purposes such as viewing rooms and surgery rooms. This portion of the northwest wall consists of a single window 
opening and a single entry replacement steel door (see interior figure 11). Across the hallway along the southeast 
wall is a series of smaller rooms used for offices and latrines (see interior figures 8, 9, and 10). The southeast wall 
consists of two single entry replacement steel doors and one double door opening that is boarded up with plywood. 
This portion of the building has wood stud interior walls clad with drywall, drop ceilings, and replacement light 
fixtures. 

Replacement steel double doors on the southwest wall lead into one large room (see figure 3). To the left on the 
northwest (which is part of the original structure) is a similar sized room with a single window opening (see interior 
figure 2). To the northwest of this room are a small office with a single window opening and a small vestibule with a 
single entry replacement steel door leading to the northwest porch. The center large room has paired windows. To the 
northeast of this large room is two smaller rooms used as a restroom with paired windows and a janitor’s closet with 
a small three-pane window (see interior figure 6). To the southeast of the large center room are two smaller rooms 
used as offices. There are two paired window openings in each room (see interior figures 4 and 5). The interior room 
dividing walls are constructed of wood stud with drywall. Each room has a drop ceiling with replacement lighting.  
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HISTORY 
Building 7136 was originally constructed as general storehouse in 1921 at a cost of $16,517.70.  The building was re-
classified as administration general purpose in November 1967.  Alternations to the building were done in April 1968 
at a cost of $3,170, and major modifications were done in October 1983, most likely an interior renovation.  

Building 7136 was assigned to the Engineer Liaison Branch, William Beaumont in November 1975, then to the 
Corps of Engineers in 1983 (for modification work).  Responsibility reverted to WBAMC in July 1984, where it 
remained until September 2000 when it was put into layaway status.  The building was converted to a veterinary 
treatment facility in May 1989. At this time it was used both as a veterinary facility and as hospital administration 
headquarters. The administration headquarters was usually located at the hospital at most Army installations. Due to 
the shortage of space at the WBAMC (Building 7777), Hospital Admin HQ utilized a portion of Building 7136, 
primarily the small addition. 

ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of Building 7136 is in good condition; however, the original 1921 rectangular structure has been heavily 
modified by two separate additions. Both additions are located on the southeast side of the original structure. One 
addition, (Addition 1) was constructed sometime between 1921 and 1942 (according to the drawing documentation) 
and the other addition (Addition 2) was constructed circa 1942. Overall, the building’s stuccoed exterior walls are in 
good condition and maintain the intended exterior fabric. The roofs of all three parts of the building have been 
replaced with interlock asphalt shingles and all of the original metal roof ventilators are intact. Most of the original 
nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows are intact and a few of the glass panes are broken or missing.   

The southwest elevation of the original structure has two original double-hung windows (see exterior figure 10). 
According to the construction drawings (see below), a wood panel double door entry with steps was removed from 
this elevation at an unknown date, more than likely when one of the additions was constructed. The northwest 
elevation is in poor condition due to the enclosed areas on the platform (see exterior figure 13). The louvered 
enclosed areas were intended to be used as a veranda; however, the wood elements of the veranda are in poor 
condition and are showing signs of paint deterioration and wood rot (see exterior figure 20). These two enclosed 
areas are not original to the design. Both of the original sets of wood sliding doors on the northwest elevation have 
been removed (see drawing below). The large door openings are filled with single entry replacement steel doors and 
stucco to match the existing exterior wall (see exterior figure 19). Only two of the original four wood double-hung 
windows are intact. The window on the left side of the elevation is completely covered with vegetation (see exterior 
figure 21), while the window on the right side is covered with a metal security grate. The northeast elevation of the 
original structure has been slightly modified. A single entry door opening was cut into the exterior wall and metal 
door was inserted into the opening. The two original wood double-hung windows are intact and are covered with 
metal security grates (see exterior figure 23). The southeast elevation has undergone several modifications including 
the construction of two additions. According to the construction drawing (see below), this elevation was designed 
with six window openings; however, currently there are no window openings or concrete windowsills (see exterior 
figure 25). Two door openings have been cut into the original exterior wall near the concrete platform between 
Addition 1 and Addition 2 (see exterior figures 37, 38, and 39).  

Addition 1 is connected to the left side of the southeast wall of the original structure and displays similar design and 
construction characteristics of the original rectangular structure. The southwest elevation has a majority of its original 
architectural elements intact including poured concrete steps with cast iron handrails, gable roof canopy above the 
double doors, two sets of original paired nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows, and exposed rafter ends (see 
exterior figures 3, 6, and 8). The original double doors have been replaced with steel doors and the original transom 
above the doors in covered with plywood (see exterior figure 5). There are two sets of original paired wood double-
hung windows on the southeast elevation of Addition 1; however, these windows are in poor condition and a top sash 
of one window has been removed and an air conditioning unit fills the opening (see exterior figure 41). The northeast 
elevation of Addition 1 is intact with two sets of original paired wood double-hung windows and a smaller three-pane 
wood casement window.   
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ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT (cont.) 
Addition 2 is connected to the middle of the southeast wall of the original structure and does not mimic the original 
structure’s design but does use similar construction elements. Overall, this addition is in poor condition. The 
southwest elevation has undergone major modifications since its initial design. According to the construction 
drawings (see below), there were originally three wood sliding doors and six original window openings. Currently 
there are no window or door openings (see exterior figure 34). At some point a concrete ramp was constructed to run 
the length of the southwest elevation and a shed roof canopy was constructed over the ramp. The canopy is in a state 
of disrepair right now. Most of the rafters and roof structure of the canopy have fallen down leaving the steel I-beam 
columns (see exterior figure 37). The southeast elevation of Addition 2 consists of two original window openings; 
however, these windows are boarded with plywood because all of the glass panes and a majority of the muntins are 
missing (see exterior figure 33 and interior figure 14). The northeast elevation has undergone a major change as well. 
According to the construction drawings (see below), this elevation mirrored the southwest elevation with three 
original wood sliding doors and six original window openings. Currently, there are two single replacement steel 
doors and several smaller openings filled with plywood (see exterior figure 28 and interior figure 12). A shed roof 
canopy addition was constructed at an unknown date.  

The layout of the overall building has undergone several modifications since the original design in order to 
accommodate the changing use of the structure over time. The original floor plan was a large open space used for 
storage with a few small rooms for office space. Currently, the original and Addition 1 floor plans are divided into 
several small rooms by wood stud walls sheathed with drywall (see interior figure 7). The open interior was changed 
when acoustical tile drop ceilings were installed (see interior figures 2, 3, and 7). All of the original light fixtures 
were replaced with fluorescent light fixtures and the original floor is covered with vinyl tiles. The remaining original 
feature is the wood trim around the windows (see interior figure 4). Addition 2 retains its large open space with 
exposed hollow clay tile interior walls, plaster ceiling, and concrete flooring (see interior figure 13).  The original 
light fixtures have been replaced with fluorescent tube lighting.  

The building does not retain its original 1921 exterior appearance and building footprint and the overall fabric of 
Building 7136 has not been preserved.   
DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7136 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7136 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 

Building 7136, Storehouse Building – elevations and floor plans, APRIL 1920 
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Building 7136, Storehouse Building – elevations and floor plan additions, DECEMBER 1942 
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Building 7136, Storehouse Building – sections and details for addition, DECEMBER 1942 
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Building 7136, Storehouse Building – plan and section for addition, NO DATE 
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Building 7136, Storehouse Building – plan alterations to structure, JANUARY 1967  
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of Forwood Street, East of 
Lazear Street, south of Beaumont 
Drive, and west of McCaw Street 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Administrative General Purpose/Guard House/Building 
7137 

STATUS 
Vacant 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Designed under the direction of the 
Surgeon General’s Office, U.S. 
Army/Construction Division War 
Department, Washington, DC 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1923  
DATE OF ALTERATIONS 
1987 – various modifications 

NO. OF STORIES 
1  
 

FOOTPRINT 
Square 

MASSING 
Clipped gable 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete 

WALLS 
Hollow clay tile with stucco 

ROOF 
Interlock asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Headquarters Vacant 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7137 
is north of Building 7136, southeast of Building 
7137, and east of Building 7133 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Clipped gable roof with wood louvered vents set into the gable 
ends  
Interlock asphalt shingles 
Exposed rafter ends 
Hollow clay tile stuccoed walls 
Open porch with original wood columns and wood beadboard 
ceiling 
Replacement metal handrails 
Original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows 
Three-over-three wood double-hung windows with security bars 
Concrete windowsills 
Original wood panel door with six-pane wood hopper transom  
Small stuccoed lean-to addition with a shed roof located on the 
northeast elevation 
Replacement tile flooring 
Drop ceilings 
Original radiators 
Interior jail cell with security bars and lock system 

Building 7137 – southwest (front) elevation 
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Building 7137 – first floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7137 – southwest (front) elevation 
 

2. Building 7137 – close-up of original canopy located on the southwest (front) elevation 
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3. Building 7137 – close-up of original wood columns, concrete porch, and metal handrails located on the 
southwest (front) elevation 

 

4. Building 7137 – concrete porch located on the southwest (front) elevation 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7137 377 

5. Building 7137 – close-up of original column detail that is flush with the southwest exterior wall 
 

6. Building 7137 – original wood ceiling and light fixture of canopy located on the southwest (front) 
elevation 
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7. Building 7137 – original three-pane wood transom above main entry door on the southwest (front) 
elevation 

 

8. Building 7137 – window with security grate located on the left side of the southwest (front) elevation 
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9. Building 7137 – oblique view of the southwest and northwest elevations 

10. Building 7137 – oblique view of the northwest and northeast elevations 
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11. Building 7137 – original window opening on the northeast (back) elevation with security bars 

12. Building 7137 – oblique view of the northeast and southeast elevations 
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13. Building 7137 – original wood louvered vent located on the southeast elevation 

14. Building 7137 – original window with security bars located on the southeast elevation 
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Building 7137 – first floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7137 – interior view of original transom above entry door on the southwest (front) elevation 
 

2. Building 7137 – interior view of original nine-over-nine wood double-hung window without original 
wood trim 
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3. Building 7137 – original radiator 

4. Building 7137 – newer metal vent located above an interior door  
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5. Building 7137 – interior view of original nine-over-nine wood double-hung window without original 
wood trim and original radiator located below the window 

6. Building 7137 – damaged replacement interior door frame 
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7. Building 7137 – original radiator located in the front room on the northwest wall 

8. Building 7137 – original radiators  
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9. Building 7137 – original radiator 

10. Building 7137 – jail cell located on the southeast wall 



388 Building 7137 ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 

11. Building 7137 – replacement bathroom sink 
 

12. Building 7137 – replacement bathroom toilet 
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13. Building 7137 – bathroom urinal 

14. Building 7137 – replacement light fixture in bathroom 
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15. Building 7137 – original three-over-three wood double-hung window located on the northwest wall 
 

16. Building 7137 – damaged three-pane wood sash window 
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COORDINATES 
UTM 13 
3521895N  
362768E  

USGS QUAD 
El Paso 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7137 in red 

Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7137 squared in red 
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2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7137 in red 
PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss 
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EXCELLENT        GOOD              POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
Real Property Records on file at the Real Property Management Office, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
 
 
PRELIMINARY NATIONAL REGISTER 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
 
 
 
ELIGIBLE/CONTRIBUTING             NOT ELIGIBLE 

FORM PREPARED BY: 
Sunny Stone, Adam Smith, and Susan Enscore 
Engineer Research and Development Center 
Construction Engineering Research Laboratory 
2902 Farber Drive 
Champaign, IL  61822 
 
 
 
DATE: AUGUST 2006 
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DESCRIPTION 
Building 7137 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of 
Forwood Street, east of Lazear Street, south of Beaumont Drive, and west of McCaw Street. The structure is 
currently vacant. 

Building 7137 is a small one-story utilitarian structure that consists of a concrete foundation, a clipped gable roof 
with wood louvered vents set into the gable ends, interlock asphalt shingles, exposed rafter ends, hollow clay tile 
stuccoed walls, open porch with original wood columns and wood beadboard ceiling, original nine-over-nine wood 
double-hung windows, original three-over-three wood double-hung windows, concrete windowsills, original wood 
panel door with six-pane wood hopper transom, a small stuccoed lean-to addition with a shed roof located on the 
northeast elevation, replacement tile flooring, drop ceiling, original radiators, and interior jail cell with security bars 
and lock system. 

The structure is 32’-0” by 36’-0” with an approximate square footage of 1,332 square feet. 
The southwest (front) elevation faces Lazear Street, is symmetrical, and characterized by the covered porch area (see 
exterior figure 1). The open porch roof extends from the clipped gable roof of the main structure and is covered with 
interlock asphalt shingles. The three-bay porch consists of four original square wood columns and two respond 
columns attached to the exterior wall (see exterior figures 3 and 5). The columns rest on a poured concrete base, 
which is also the floor of the porch (see exterior figure 3). The columns have a square shaft and unadorned capitals. 
Poured concrete steps provide access to the porch from the southwest side. The porch has exposed rafter ends, 
original wood beadboard ceiling, a bare incandescent bulb, and cast iron metal handrails (figure 6). The porch roof 
protects a central wood door with a six-pane wood transom above (see exterior figure 7) and two original single nine-
over-nine wood double-hung windows that flank either side of the single entry door opening. Two original single 
nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows are located on either side of the southwest elevation (see exterior figure 
8). All of the windows and door openings have been boarded up with plywood except for the far left window, which 
is covered with a metal security grate. 

The northwest elevation consists of an original three-over-three wood double-hung window located on the left side of 
the elevation and an original nine-over-nine wood double-hung window located on the right side of the elevation. The 
small window is covered with metal security bars, while the large window is covered with a metal security grate. The 
clipped gable end is visible and a wood louvered vent is located in the gable end (see exterior figures 9 and 10).  

The northeast (back) elevation has a small lean-to addition located on the left side of the elevation. The small 
addition is clad with stucco, has a shed roof covered with interlock asphalt shingles, and has a single entry door on 
the northeast side. The addition is short in height and does not extend to the bottom of the roof line; rather the shed 
roof connects to the exterior wall of the main building just below the window opening. The main exterior wall of the 
elevation consists of four evenly spaced original three-over-three wood double-hung windows. All four windows are 
covered with metal security bars (see exterior figure 11). 

The southeast elevation has an original nine-over-nine wood double-hung window located on the left side of the 
elevation and two original three-over-three wood double-hung windows with one located in the middle of the 
elevation and the other located on the right side of the elevation (see exterior figure 12). The large window is boarded 
up with plywood, while the two smaller windows are covered with metal security bars (see exterior figure 14). The 
clipped gable end is visible and a wood louvered vent is located in the gable end (see exterior figure 13). 

The structure is rectangular in plan and has retained a majority of its original layout; however, most of the original 
interior finishes are no longer intact. The interior is divided into two larger rooms, one smaller room, a jail cell area, a 
small bathroom area, two small office areas, and three small storage areas. The entire original floor has been removed 
or covered up with vinyl tiles, with the exception of the concrete floor in the jail cell area. At some point an 
acoustical tile drop ceiling was installed (see interior figure 4). Throughout a majority of the building the original 
interior plaster walls have been clad with wood paneling wainscot (see interior figures 2 and 3). A majority of the 
interior window trims has been removed and the window has either been left without trim or has replacement wood 
trim around the opening (see interior figure 2). A majority of the original radiators located throughout the building 
are intact (see interior figures 3, 7, 8, and 9). A jail cell area is located on the southeast wall (see interior figure 10). 
The area is defined by painted metal security bars and mesh. The original locking system is intact. The original 
bathroom area has been modified and the toilet, urinal, sink, and light fixture have been replaced (see interior figures 
11, 12, 13, and 14). 
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HISTORY 
Building 7137 was originally constructed in 1923 as a guard house at a cost of $8,410. The building was reclassified 
in November 1967. Building 7137 was assigned to the Engineer Liaison Branch, William Beaumont in November 
1975, and then transferred to the Facility Manager, WBAMC in May 1993. Various modifications were made to the 
structure in February 1987 at a cost of $2,366. Another reclassification in May 1989 marked the building as an 
administration general purpose facility.  Building 7137 was placed in layaway status in August 1996. 

ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of Building 7137 is in good condition while most of the structure maintains a majority of the original 
character. The stuccoed exterior walls are in good condition and still maintain the original exterior fabric. A majority 
of the original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows with concrete windowsills remain intact. The windows are 
either covered with a metal security grate or boarded up with plywood (see exterior figure 8 and interior figure 2); 
however, most of the glass panes are broken or missing. All but one of the original three-over-three wood double-
hung windows are intact. The wood door and six-light wood transom are intact (see interior figure 1). The open porch 
still displays the character of the original design with its stark wood columns and wood beadboard ceiling (see 
exterior figure 5). It is uncertain if the metal handrails located between the columns are original to the construction 
date (see exterior figure 3). According to the original construction drawing (see below), the type of handrail that was 
suggested appeared to be of wood with a wood handrail and wood balustrade. Also, according to the construction 
drawing, the porch roof was originally clad with metal; however, the current roofing material for the porch is 
interlock asphalt shingles (see exterior figure 1). The poured concrete porch is in good condition; however, the paint 
that was applied to the concrete is in poor condition and is chipping and peeling (see exterior figure 4). The condition 
of the painted wood elements such as the columns, exposed rafter ends, fascia, and louvered vents are in fair 
condition; however, the paint is deteriorating on the fascia and louvered vents by showing signs of peeling and 
chipping (see exterior figures 3 and 13). A small lean-to addition was constructed on the northeast (back) elevation. 
This addition does not detract from the original design of the structure since it is constructed of similar materials and 
located on the back of the building (see exterior figure 12).  

The interior has undergone some modifications and is in poor condition. The original layout of the building has been 
slightly modified. Originally, a large bathroom area was located along the right side of the northwest wall. This space 
has been divided into two smaller rooms; one a storage room and one a small bathroom with replacement fixtures 
such as the toilet, sink, and urinal see interior figures 11, 12, and 13). The east half of the building was originally 
designed as a large open space (see drawing below); however, the space has been divided into three rooms, one large 
room, one storage room, and one jail cell room (see interior figure 10). The jail cell addition is located on the 
southeast wall and consists of the original metal security bars, metal mesh wire, and metal locking system. The west 
side of the building retains its original layout of three rooms; however, the original appearance of these rooms has 
been altered. The original plaster ceilings throughout the structure have been covered up with acoustical tile drop 
ceilings. The original light fixtures were all replaced with fluorescent lights. The original interior plaster walls remain 
intact but are in poor condition by showing signs of spalling and cracking. A majority of the plaster walls have been 
modified with a wood panel wainscot (see interior figures 5 and 8). A majority of the flooring throughout the 
building is replacement vinyl tiles. The interior of the windows are in poor condition. The paint is deteriorating on 
the wood sashes. All of the trim around the nine-over-nine windows have been remove (see interior figure 5), while 
the original trim around the three-over-three windows is intact (see interior figure 15). A majority of the original 
radiators are intact (see interior figures 3, 7, 8, and 9).  

The building retains its original 1923 exterior appearance and building footprint with few modifications or 
alterations. Thus, the overall fabric of Building 7137 has been preserved.           
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DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7137 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7137 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 

Building 7137, Guard House – elevations and plans, 1920 
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Building 7137, Guard House –elevations, plans, and details, 1922 
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of Forwood Street, East of 
Lazear Street, south of Beaumont 
Drive, and west of McCaw Street 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
General Storehouse/Motor Repair and Vehicle 
Maintenance Shop/Medical Maintenance Ambulance 
Facility/Building 7139 

STATUS 
Vacant 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Designed under the direction of the 
Surgeon General’s Office, U.S. 
Army/Construction Division War 
Department, Washington, DC 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1921 
DATE OF ALTERATIONS 
1966 – various alterations 
Unknown – modifications 
Unknown – metal additions 

NO. OF STORIES 
1 
 

FOOTPRINT 
Rectangular 

MASSING 
Clipped gable 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete 

WALLS 
Hollow clay tiles with stucco  

ROOF 
Interlock asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Maintenance Vacant 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7139 
is north of Buildings 7133, 7136, and 7137 and 
southeast of Buildings 7157, 7158, and 7159 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Clipped gable roof with wood louvered vents set into the gable 
ends 
Interlock asphalt shingles 
Exposed rafter ends 
Original metal roof ventilators 
Hollow clay tile stuccoed walls 
Original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows 
Concrete windowsills 
Original exterior double doors – five panel wood doors with five-
pane wood hopper transom above 
Replacement wood sliding doors with metal sliding tracks 
Original exterior light fixtures 
Lean-to addition with a shed roof located on the northeast 
elevation 
Two metal additions (one located on the northwest elevation and 
one located on the northeast elevation) 
Original grease racks located on the northeast side 
Addition constructed on the southeast end of the structure  
Original exposed wood trusses located in the ambulance bay on 
the southeast end of the structure 
Several large Modine heaters suspended from trusses in 
ambulance bay 
Original suspended light fixture in the ambulance bay 
Original five panel wood interior doors with original hardware 
Exposed painted hollow clay tile interior walls 
Replacement tile floor 
Replacement suspended fluorescent interior light fixtures (two 
different types) 
Paired six-pane slider windows located in the lean-to addition on 
the northeast side 
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Building 7139 – oblique view of the southeast and southwest (front) elevations 
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Building 7139 – floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7139 – oblique view of the southeast and southwest (front) elevations 

2. Building 7139 – modified door opening with replacement wood sliding doors located on the right side of 
the southwest (front) elevation 
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3. Building 7139 – replacement light fixture located above wood sliding doors on the right side of the 
southwest (front) elevation 

4. Building 7139 – original paired windows covered with plywood with concrete windowsill located on the 
southwest (front) elevation  
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5. Building 7139 – original metal roof ventilator located on the southeast end of the structure 

6. Building 7139 – modified door opening covered with plywood and a removed nine-over-nine window (of 
original paired window opening) on the left side of the southwest (front) elevation 
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7. Building 7139 – left side of the original southwest elevation and a more recent metal building addition 
 

8. Building 7139 – connection between new metal building and original northwest exterior wall 
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9. Building 7139 – oblique view of the southwest and northwest elevations of the new metal addition 

10. Building 7139 – northeast elevation of another metal addition located on the northeast (back) elevation 
of the original structure 
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11. Building 7139 – right side of the northeast (back) elevation 

12. Building 7139 – replacement doors located on the northeast (back) elevation 
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13. Building 7139 – original light fixture located above door on the northeast (back) elevation 
 

14. Building 7139 – original meter reader located near the northeast (back) elevation 
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15. Building 7139 – original sprinkler located on the northeast side of the larger lean-to addition 

16. Building 7139 – two lean-to additions located on the northeast (back) elevation 
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17. Building 7139 – left side of the northeast (back) elevation 
 

18. Building 7139 – grease racks located on the northeast side of the structure 
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19. Building 7139 – grease racks located on the northeast side of the structure 

20. Building 7139 – metal grate located in concrete pad near the grease racks on the northeast side of the 
structure 
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21. Building 7139 – original paired window opening now filled with a replacement door and one original 
window, located in the middle of the northeast (back) elevation 

22. Building 7139 – close-up of replacement door and plywood located in the middle of the northeast 
(back) elevation 
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23. Building 7139 – original sliding door opening now filled in with replacement wood located on the left 
side of the northeast (back) elevation 

24. Building 7139 – original light fixture located above sliding door opening on the northeast (back) 
elevation 
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25. Building 7139 – southeast elevation 

26. Building 7139 – original paired windows covered with plywood and concrete windowsill located on the 
southeast elevation 
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27. Building 7139 – original wood louvered vent located in the gable end on the southeast elevation 



416 Building 7139 ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 

 

Building 7139 – first floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7139 – looking southeast in the ambulance bay 

2. Building 7139 – interior view of original windows on the southeast elevation of the ambulance bay 
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3. Building 7139 – interior view of original windows and sliding door located on the northeast side of the 
ambulance bay 

4. Building 7139 – wood sliding door located on the southwest wall of the ambulance bay 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7139 419 

 

5. Building 7139 – metal tracks for wood sliding door located on the southwest elevation 

6. Building 7139 – looking up at the overall roof structure of the ambulance bay 
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7. Building 7139 – Modine heater located in the ambulance bay 
 

8. Building 7139 – Modine heater located in the ambulance bay 
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9. Building 7139 – original ceiling light fixture located in the ambulance bay 
 

10. Building 7139 – fuse boxes located in the ambulance bay 
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11. Building 7139 – wood panel door located on the southwest side of the ambulance bay 
 

12. Building 7139 – wood door with large pane of glass located on the northwest wall of the ambulance bay 
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13. Building 7139 – original wood panel double doors with original five-pane wood transom above located 
on the southwest elevation in the room to the north of the ambulance bay 

 

14. Building 7139 – wood door located on the northeast elevation of the room to the north of the 
ambulance bay 



424 Building 7139 ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 

15. Building 7139 – air vent located in the room to the north of the ambulance bay 

16. Building 7139 – asbestos tile floor in the room to the north of the ambulance bay 
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17. Building 7139 – looking northwest into original vestibule area at interior wood panel door  
 

18. Building 7139 – wood panel door located on the southwest elevation near original vestibule area in the 
second room to the north of the ambulance bay 
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19. Building 7139 – close-up of original door hardware 

20. Building 7139 – newer heater located in the second (large) room to the north of the ambulance bay 
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21. Building 7139 – replacement ceiling light fixture located in the second (large) room to the north of the 
ambulance bay 

22. Building 7139 – interior view of original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows located in the 
southwest elevation of the second (large) room to the north of the ambulance bay 
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23. Building 7139 – original wood panel doors with original five-pane wood transom located in the 
southwest wall in the second (large) roomto the north of the ambulance bay 

 

24. Building 7139 – fuse box located in the second (large) roomto the north of the ambulance bay 
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25. Building 7139 – view of bathroom area 
 

26. Building 7139 – shower area located in the bathroom 
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27. Building 7139 – possibly original soap dispenser located in the bathroom 

28. Building 7139 – older light fixture located in the second (large) room to the north of the ambulance 
bay 
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29. Building 7139 – close-up of older fluorescent light fixture detail 
 

30. Building 7139 – wood panel interior door leading from large room to the north room 
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31. Building 7139 – door to the north end room 

32. Building 7139 – metal doors leading from large room to northeast loading dock 
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33. Building 7139 – light fixture located in the third (large) room to the north of the ambulance bay 
 

34. Building 7139 – mechanical equipment located in the addition on the northeast side of the original 
structure 
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35. Building 7139 – metal door located on the northwest elevation of the addition leading out to the 
loading dock  

36. Building 7139 – fan/vent on the northeast wall of the addition 
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37. Building 7139 – interior wood panel door with six panes located in the north room 
 

38. Building 7139 – signs above door in the north room 
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39. Building 7139 – replacement light fixture in north room 
 

40. Building 7139 – water fountain in north room 
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41. Building 7139 – damaged wall in metal addition on the northeast side of the original structure 

42. Building 7139 – slider window in metal addition on the northeast side of the original structure 
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43. Building 7139 – doorway to metal addition on the 
northwest side of the original structure 

 

44. Building 7139 – interior of the metal addition located on the northwest side of the original structure 
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Building 7139 – floor plan with identification numbers for interior door photographs 
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1. Building 7139 – replacement wood panel door located on the southwest wall in the ambulance bay 
 

2. Building 7139 – wood panel door leading from the ambulance bay to the room on the north side 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7139 441 

 

3. Building 7139 – original wood panel double doors with original five-pane wood transom above located 
on the southwest elevation in the room to the north of the ambulance bay 

 

4. Building 7139 – wood door located on the northeast elevation of the room to the north of the ambulance 
bay 
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5. Building 7139 – interior wood door located near the vestibule in the second (large) room to the north of 
the ambulance bay 

 

6. Building 7139 – original wood panel double doors with original five-pane wood transom above located 
on the southwest wall in the second (large) room to the north of the ambulance bay 
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7. Building 7139 – second set of original wood panel double doors with original five-pane wood transom 
above located on the southwest wall in the second (large) room to the north of the ambulance bay 

 

8. Building 7139 – replacement wood panel double doors located on the right side of the southwest wall in 
the second (large) room to the north of the ambulance bay 



444 Building 7139 ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 

 

9. Building 7139 – interior wood door located on the northwest wall of the second (large) roomto the north 
of the ambulance bay 

 

10. Building 7139 – door leading to the north room 
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11. Building 7139 – replacement metal doors leading from the large room to the loading dock platform on 
the northeast side 

 

12. Building 7139 – door and frame leading into the bathroom area 
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13. Building 7139 – metal door located on the northwest wall of the addition located on the northeast side 
of the original structure 

 

14. Building 7139 – wood panel door located on the southwest wall in the north room 
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15. Building 7139 – door opening cut into original northwest wall of the north room leading to the metal 
addition 

 

16. Building 7139 – door opening cut into northeast wall of the north room leading to the metal addition 
(opening was originally filled with a single nine-over-nine wood double-hung window) 
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COORDINATES  
UTM 13 
3521936N  
362732E  

USGS QUAD 
El Paso 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7139 in red 

Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7139 squared in red 
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2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7139 in red 
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DESCRIPTION 
Building 7139 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of 
Forwood Street, east of Lazear Street, south of Beaumont Drive, and west of McCaw Street. The structure is 
currently vacant. 

Building 7139 is a large one-story utilitarian structure that consists of a concrete foundation, clipped gable roof with 
wood louvered vents set into the gable ends, interlock asphalt shingles, exposed rafter ends, three original metal roof 
ventilators, brick chimney located in the center of the roof, hollow clay tile stuccoed walls, original nine-over-nine 
wood double-hung windows, concrete windowsills, original exterior wood five-panel double doors with five-pane 
wood hopper transom above, replacement wood sliding doors, original exterior light fixtures, one small and one large 
stuccoed lean-to addition with shed roofs located on the northeast elevation, two metal additions (one located on the 
northwest elevation and one located on the northeast elevation), original grease racks located on the northeast side, 
original exposed wood trusses located in the ambulance bay on the southeast end of the structure, several large 
Modine heaters suspended from trusses in ambulance bay, original suspended light fixture in the ambulance bay, 
original five-panel wood interior doors with original hardware, exposed painted hollow clay tile interior walls, 
replacement tile floor throughout most of the structure, replacement suspended fluorescent interior light fixtures (two 
different types), original soap dispenser located in the bathroom, paired six-pane slider windows located in the lean-
to addition on the northeast side, and mechanical equipment located in the lean-to addition. 

The structure is 156’-8” by 23’-6” with an approximate square footage of 5,417 square feet. 

The southwest (front) elevation faces Lazear Street and has several window and door openings; however, all of the 
openings have been boarded up with plywood except for the two large wood sliding doors located on the right side of 
the elevation (see exterior figure 1). The windows on this elevation are original nine-over-nine wood double-hung. A 
single entry door is located on the left side of the elevation. A single window is located to the right of the door. Some 
type of modification to the original door opening located to the right of the window was performed at an unknown 
date (see exterior figure 6). It appears that the original single entry was removed along with one of the paired 
windows located to the left creating a larger opening in the exterior wall (see drawing below). The current opening is 
filled in with replacement five-panel wood double doors. The original wood transom located above the original door 
was also removed. A poured concrete pad is located in front of the modified door opening. Two original sets of wood 
panel double doors are located to the right of the modified door opening. Both sets of doors and both transoms 
located above each set of doors have been boarded up with plywood. A single entry original wood five-panel door 
and three-pane wood transom is located to the right of the two sets of doors. An original paired window opening is 
located to the right of the single entry door (see exterior figure 4). A set of double doors with a transom above is 
located to the right of the single window opening. Two more paired original window openings are located to the right 
of the double doors. Another single entry wood door is located to the right of the two paired window groups and on 
the far right side of the southwest elevation is a large opening filled with two replacement wood sliding doors that 
operate on a metal track (see exterior figure 2).  
On the far left side of the southwest (front) elevation is where a small metal building addition is located (see exterior 
figures 7, 8, and 9). The metal addition has a slight sloping shed roof constructed of metal standing-seam pieces, 
while the exterior walls are constructed of metal. There is a single entry metal door located on the southwest 
elevation of the addition and metal slider windows located on the other three elevations. The addition sits close to the 
original northwest elevation of Building 7139 and is connected to the exterior wall by a small passage way that was 
cut into the original exterior wall where an original paired window opening was located (see drawing below). 

The northwest elevation is mostly hidden by a metal addition that was added onto the original structure at an 
unknown date (see exterior figure 8). The clipped gable end is visible and a wood louvered vent is located in the 
gable end (see exterior figure 9). The elevation consists of two original single window openings that are boarded up 
with plywood. The windows on this elevation are original nine-over-nine wood double-hung.  
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The northeast (back) elevation faces an open area and original metal grease racks are located on this side of the 
structure along with a large poured concrete pad (see exterior figure 17). This elevation has undergone the most 
modifications when three additions were constructed. The windows on this elevation are original nine-over-nine 
wood double-hung windows except for the windows located on the larger lean-to addition and the metal addition. All 
of the window and door openings have been boarded up with plywood except for the one large wood sliding door 
located on the left side of the elevation. An original paired window opening is located on the far left side of the 
elevation. A large opening filled with a replacement wood sliding door is located to the right of the paired windows. 
The sliding door has undergone some modification when a single entry door was cut into the larger door (see exterior 
figure 23). An original metal light fixture is located above the sliding door (see exterior figure 24). Two sets of 
original paired window openings are located to the right of the sliding door. Another paired window opening is 
located to the right of these windows; however, this window opening was modified when one of the original 
windows was removed and the original opening was cut larger to retro-fit a single entry door (see exterior figure 21). 
Two more sets of original paired window openings are located to the right of the modified window/door opening; 
however, in between these two sets of windows a small lean-to addition was constructed at an unknown date (see 
exterior figure 16). The small addition is clad with stucco, has a shed roof covered with interlock asphalt shingles, 
and has a single entry door on the southeast side. The addition is short in height and does not extend to the bottom of 
the roof line; rather the shed roof connects to the exterior wall of the main building. To the right of paired windows is 
a single window opening. This was originally a paired window opening but one window was removed when a larger 
lean-to shed addition was constructed (see drawing below). The exterior wall of the larger lean-to addition is adjoins 
the edge of the single window opening (see exterior figure 16). The larger addition is clad with stucco, has a shed 
roof covered with interlock asphalt shingles, exposed rafter ends, paired six-pane slider windows, and a metal door 
with six-panes of glass in the upper half. A single window opening is located on the southeast side, two single 
windows openings are located on the northeast side, and a single entry door is located on the northwest side. All of 
the window openings on the larger addition are boarded up with plywood. Unlike the smaller lean-to addition located 
on this elevation, the larger lean-to addition’s roof extends from the bottom of the original structure’s roof line. 
Replacement metal double doors are located to the right of the large addition on the northeast exterior wall of the 
original structure (see exterior figure 12). A raised concrete platform provides access to these doors and an original 
metal light fixture is located above the doors. A single window opening is located to the right of the double doors.  

On the far right side of the northeast (back) elevation is where a small metal building addition is located (see figure 
10). The metal addition has a slight sloping shed roof constructed of metal standing-seam pieces, while the exterior 
walls are constructed of metal. The addition has metal slider windows located on the northeast elevation. The 
addition sits close to the original northeast elevation of Building 7139 and is connected to the exterior wall by a small 
passage way that was cut into the original exterior wall where an original single window opening was located (see 
drawing below). 

The southeast elevation is symmetrical with an original paired window opening located in the center of the elevation 
(see exterior figures 25 and 26). Original single window openings flank either side of the paired window opening. 
The windows located on this elevation are original nine-over-nine wood double-hung. The clipped gable is visible 
and a wood louvered vent is located in the gable end (see exterior figure 27).   

The structure is rectangular in plan and is in poor condition due to the broken windows or doors being left open, 
which allows for pigeons and other wildlife to inhabit the building. The building is divided into four large rooms with 
three smaller room additions that were added onto the original floor plan.  

One large room (the ambulance bay) is located on the south end of the structure (see interior figure 1). This room has 
been left open exposing the insulation and the wood truss supports. The interior walls are also left exposed, which are 
painted hollow clay tiles. The floor is covered with a large amount of pigeon droppings. The original nine-over-nine 
wood double-hung windows are visible from the interior along with the original trim. There are six original paired 
windows and two single windows located in this room (see interior figures 1, 2, and 3). Two large wood sliding doors 
with a metal track are located on the southwest wall and one large wood sliding door is located on the northeast wall 
(see interior figures 4 and 5). There are two Modine heaters (see interior figures 7 and 8) and several original metal 
light fixtures suspended from the wood trusses (see interior figure 9). Plumbing pipe encompasses the room and is 
also suspended from the trusses. A single entry five-panel wood door is located on the southwest wall (see interior 
figure 11 and interior door figure 1) and an original two-panel wood door with glass panes in the upper half is located 
on the northwest wall of the room to connect it to the adjoining room (see interior figure 12 and interior door figure 
2). 
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The room to the north of the ambulance bay is slightly smaller but also has exposed ceilings with exposed wood 
trusses and wood rafters. The interior walls are left exposed, which are painted hollow clay tiles. The original floor 
was replaced with asbestos tiles (see interior figure 16). Plumbing pipe encompasses the room and is suspended from 
the trusses and a large metal air vent system is located on the southeast wall (see interior figure 15). There are two 
sets of paired original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows located in this room. There was originally a third 
set of windows located on the northeast wall; however, these paired windows have been modified (see interior figure 
14 and interior door figure 4). One of the windows was removed and a single entry wood door fills the opening. 
Original wood five-panel double doors with a five-pane wood hopper transom are located on the southwest wall (see 
interior figure 13 and interior door figure 3). There is no door present in the opening connecting this room to the 
room to the north. The door opening leads to a small vestibule/hallway. 

A vestibule and interior hallway constitutes a portion of the next large room and is located in the southwest corner of 
the room (see interior figure 17). One of the walls of the hallway addition consists of only wood studs and no 
sheathing. There is an original wood panel door with original hardware that leads from the hallway of the vestibule to 
the small vestibule on the southwest wall (interior door figure 5). An original single entry five-panel wood door with 
an original three-pane wood transom above leads from the vestibule to the outside (see interior figure 18). 

The large room is free of any interior walls, with the exception of the small enclosed bathroom area located on the 
northeast wall. The southwest, northwest, and a portion of the northeast interior walls are plaster, while the other 
portion of the northeast wall is exposed painted hollow clay tiles. The original floor was replaced with asbestos tiles. 
The ceiling is not left exposed but is lower and constructed of plaster. Plumbing pipe encompasses the room and is 
also suspended from the ceiling.  There are two different types of suspended fluorescent light fixtures located in this 
room (see interior figures 21, 28, and 29). There are two sets of original paired nine-over-nine wood double-hung 
windows located on the northeast wall (see interior figure 22) and three single original nine-over-nine wood double-
hung windows, two are located on the northeast wall and the other is located on the southwest wall. There are three 
sets of original five-panel wood double doors with original five-pane wood transoms located above each set of doors 
on the southwest wall (see interior figure 23 and interior door figures 6, 7, and 8). There is one set of replacement 
metal double doors located on the northeast wall leading out to the raised concrete platform area (see interior figure 
32 and interior door figure 11). There is one single door opening also located on the northeast wall that leads to the 
larger lean-to addition. There are two single three-panel wood doors with four-panes of glass in each that are located 
on the northwest wall that lead to the last original room of the structure (see interior figures 30 and 31 and interior 
door figures 9 and 10). 

The bathroom area is constructed of wood stud walls and sheathed with plaster. The bathroom consists of a shower 
area, replacement toilet, replacement sink, and an original soap dispenser (see interior figures 25, 26, and 27).  

The large lean-to addition located off of the northeast wall of this room consists of a concrete floor, wood stud walls 
covered with plaster, exposed ceiling and wood rafters, paired six-pane slider windows, a single entry metal door 
with six-panes of glass, suspended fluorescent light fixtures, and a Modine heater (see interior figures 32, 35, and 36 
and interior door figure 13)).  

The two smaller metal additions are connected to the north room. The ceiling is not left exposed but is lower and 
constructed of plaster. The original floor is replaced with asbestos tiles, while the original light fixtures are replaced 
with suspended fluorescent light fixtures (see interior figure 39). The southeast wall is covered with plaster, while the 
southwest, northwest, and northeast wall are exposed painted hollow clay tiles. There are two original single nine-
over-nine wood double-hung windows located on the northwest wall. The original paired window opening has been 
removed to incorporate the door opening to connect the main building to the metal addition on the northwest side 
(see interior figure 43 and interior door figure 15). There are two single wood doors on the southeast wall (see 
interior figure 37), one original single entry wood door with a two-pane wood transom above on the southwest wall 
(see interior figure 38 and interior door figure 14), and a single door opening on the northeast wall (connecting to 
metal addition) (see interior door figure 16). 
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HISTORY 
Building 7139 was originally constructed in 1921 as a medical maintenance ambulance facility at a cost of 
$15,452.82. The building was originally divided into a garage area, a blacksmith shop, a carpenter shop, a mattress 
repair shop, a cobbler shop, and a tailor shop.  The building was later categorized as a motor repair shop and a 
vehicle maintenance shop.  Alternations to the building occurred in June 1966 at a cost of $2,901.  Building 7139 was 
assigned to the Engineering Liaison Branch, William Beaumont in November 1975, and then transferred to the 
Facility Manager, WBAMC in May 1993.  The building was converted to a general storehouse in May 1989.  At that 
point, the previously existing gas pumps and gas tanks had already been removed, and the two grease racks were 
subsequently removed.  Building 7139 was put into layaway status in September 1996. 

ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONCONTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of Building 7139 is in poor condition. The southwest (front) elevation maintains a majority of the 
original character and original design elements; however, the northeast (back) elevation has been heavily modified 
with additions and the removal of some of the original architectural features. The stuccoed exterior walls are in good 
condition and still maintain the original exterior fabric. A majority of the original nine-over-nine wood double-hung 
windows with concrete windowsills remain intact; however, a majority of the glass panes are broken or missing. All 
of the windows have been boarded up with plywood. A majority of the original wood panel doors and wood transoms 
are intact and have been boarded up with plywood. The original roof has been replaced with interlock asphalt 
shingles, while the three original metal roof ventilators remain intact. 

The southwest (front) elevation does retain a majority of its original design with only a few alterations; however 
these few alterations do not detract from the initial design of the elevation. All three sets of original five-panel wood 
doors with five-pane wood hopper transoms are intact (see interior figures 13 and 23). Two out of the three original 
single entry wood panel doors with wood hopper transoms and three out of the five original paired nine-over-nine 
windows are intact. One of the single entry doors and transom located on the left side of the elevation was removed at 
an unknown date. At this time, the paired window opening located to the left of the single door opening was modified 
when one of the windows was removed to help create a larger opening in conjunction with the removal of the single 
door (see drawing below and exterior figure 6). This large opening is currently filled with replacement wood panel 
doors. The other modification to the southwest elevation is on the right side of the elevation. Originally, paired 
windows were located on the far right side of the elevation and two original wood panel sliding doors with twelve-
lights in each door were located to the left of these windows (see drawing below). However, the original sliding 
doors were removed along with the paired windows located on the right side of the elevation. A larger opening that 
extends from the original sliding door opening to the right side of the paired window opening was cut into the 
exterior wall and is currently filled with two replacement sliding wood doors (see exterior figure 2). 

The northeast (back) elevation has been heavily modified with additions and the removal of some of the original 
architectural features. The two original wood sliding doors with twelve-lights located on the left side of the elevation 
were removed and the opening is currently filled with one large wood door (see exterior figure 23). The elevation 
originally was designed with seven paired windows; however, two of those paired windows have been modified. One 
of the window openings was modified when one of the original windows was removed and the original opening was 
cut larger to retro-fit a single entry door (see exterior figure 21). The other paired window opening was modified 
when one window was removed when the larger lean-to shed addition was constructed. The northeast elevation also 
had three original single window openings (see drawing below); however, two of these windows were modified to 
incorporate entries. One single window opening was replaced with metal double doors and the other window opening 
was enlarged to be used as a door way into a metal building addition. The northeast elevation has three additions; one 
small lean-to, one large lean-to, and one metal building (see exterior figures 10 and 16). These additions change the 
appearance of the northeast elevation. 
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ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONCONTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT (cont.) 
The interior has not retained its original layout of spaces. The original floor plan (see below) indicates that the 
building was divided into five rooms and one large garage. The garage layout and open interior with the exposed 
wood trusses remain intact; however, the condition of the garage is poor due to the large amounts of pigeon 
droppings (see interior figure 1). Some of the original brick interior walls that divided the building into the original 
five rooms were removed to make three large rooms. All of the original spaces were open exposing the wood truss 
supports that stretched across each room; however, the room just to the north of the garage area is the only room left 
open and exposed. In the other two rooms drop ceilings were installed at an unknown date. All of the original 
concrete flooring throughout the five rooms was covered with asbestos tiles (see interior figure 16), while all of the 
original light fixtures were removed and replaced with suspended fluorescent light fixtures (see interior figures 21 
and 28). The current vestibule/hallway that is located on the southwest wall replaced an original bathroom area (see 
interior figure 17).  

The building does not retain its original 1921 exterior appearance and building footprint. The front elevation has had 
few modifications or alterations. However, the other three elevations have been heavily modified. Therefore, the 
overall fabric of Building 7139 has not been preserved.          

DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7139 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7139 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 

Building 7139, Garage and Shop Building – elevations and plans, APRIL 1920 
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Building 7139, Garage and Shop Building – sections and details, APRIL 1920 
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Building 7139 – floor plan, AUGUST 1945 
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of Beaumont Street, east of 
Kennedy Street, and west of Lazear 
Street 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Post Chapel/Building 7151 

STATUS 
Vacant 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Unknown 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1943 
DATE OF ALTERATIONS 
1989 – interior renovations 

NO. OF STORIES 
1  
 

FOOTPRINT 
Rectangular  

MASS 
Gable 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete wall 

WALLS 
Hollow clay tiles with 
stucco 

ROOF 
Interlock asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Worship 
 

Vacant  

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7151 
is west of Building 7152 (theater) 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Gable roof with steeple 
Interlock asphalt shingles 
Exposed rafter ends 
Original six-over-six wood double-hung windows 
Original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows 
Concrete windowsills 
Original light fixture above replacement aluminum doors and 
single-pane transom on the southwest (front) elevation 
Original metal vent stack 
Newer swamp coolers (mechanical equipment) located on the 
northwest elevation 
Original wood panel doors 
Original interior wood panel doors with original hardware 
Original wood floor in entry vestibule and altar 
Original mural located above original doors leading from the 
entry vestibule to the nave  
Original wood staircase covered with replacement carpet leading 
to balcony/choir area  
Original varnished wood wainscot throughout the building 
Original exposed heavy timber roof trusses 
Original ceiling light fixture chains 
Replacement heater fans suspended from the ceiling in the nave 
Replacement tile floor in nave and rooms on northeast wall 
Replacement carpet floor in rooms on the southwest wall 
Original Ark of the Covenant alcove with original varnished 
wood doors 
Large painted mural located behind the altar 
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Building 7151 – oblique view of the southwest (front) and southeast elevations 
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Building 7151 – floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7151 – southwest (front) elevation 
 

2. Building 7151 – southwest (front) elevation 
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3. Building 7151 – southwest (front) elevation 

4. Building 7151 – oblique view of the the southwest (front) and southeast elevations 
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5. Building 7151 – close-up of original six-over-six wood double-hung window and wood louvered vent 
located on the southwest (front) elevation 

 

6. Building 7151 – original wood double-hung window with concrete windowsill and original wood fascia 
located above main entry doors on the southwest (front) elevation 
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7. Building 7151 – close-up of original wood louvered vent and exposed wood rafters located above the 
main entry doors on the southwest (front) elevation 

8. Building 7151 – original metal light fixture located above the main entry on the southwest (front) 
elevation 
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9. Building 7151 – wood bridge leading to main entry doors on the southwest (front) elevation 

10. Building 7151 – oblique view of the southwest (front) and northwest elevations 
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11. Building 7151 – northwest elevation 
 

12. Building 7151 – right side of the northwest elevation 
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13. Building 7151 – original window openings covered with plywood on the northwest elevation 
 

14. Building 7151 – view of the back of the steeple 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7151 469 
 

15. Building 7151 – view of the northeast and northwest corner 

16. Building 7151 – northeast (back) elevation 
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17. Building 7151 – wood panel door located on the northeast (back) elevation 
 

18. Building 7151 – original stove pipe located on the northeast (back) elevation 
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19. Building 7151 – oblique view of the northeast (back) and southwest elevations 

20. Building 7151 – southeast elevation 
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21. Building 7151 – right side of the southeast elevation 
 

22. Building 7151 – close-up of wood panel door located on the right side of the southeast elevation 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7151 473 
 

23. Building 7151 – original window openings with concrete windowsills covered with plywood and 
basement window openings located on the southeast elevation 

24. Building 7151 – plaque located on the right side of the southwest (front) elevation 
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25. Building 7151 – wood bridge leading to the structure from Beaumont Drive 
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Building 7151 – floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7151 – interior view of replacement double doors located on the southwest (front) elevation 

2. Building 7151 – original wood panel double doors leading from the vestibule/lobby into main sanctuary 
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3. Building 7151 – original vestibule/lobby area 

4. Building 7151 – original metal door hardware on the door leading into sanctuary 
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5. Building 7151 – painted banner above original doors leading to nave 

6. Building 7151 – replacement light fixture located in the vestibule/lobby area 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7151 479 
 

7. Building 7151 – interior view of original six-over-six wood double-hung window with wood trim 
 

8. Building 7151 – original doorknob with newer deadbolt above on the door leading to the staircase 
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9. Building 7151 – interior view of original six-over-six wood double-hung window with wood trim 
 

10. Building 7151 – original wood stair covered with carpet leading to choir loft 
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11. Building 7151 – original wood wainscot in the nave area 
 

12. Building 7151 – interior view of boarded up window located in the nave  
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13. Building 7151 – looking up at original wood trusses in the nave 

14. Building 7151 – connection between wood truss and exterior wall 
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15. Building 7151 – looking up towards underside of original wood truss 

16. Building 7151 – close-up of remnant of hanging ceiling light fixture in the nave 
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17. Building 7151 – looking southwest from the front of the nave to the choir loft in the back 

18. Building 7151 – looking up at the framing on the right side of the choir loft 
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19. Building 7151 – looking up at the framing on the left side of the choir loft 

20. Building 7151 – close-up of replacment heater fan  
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21. Building 7151 – Ark of the Covenant alcove with doors 
 

22. Building 7151 – detail of the Ark of the Covenant door 
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23. Building 7151 – Ark of the Covenant door closed 

24. Building 7151 – large mural behind Altar curtain 
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25. Building 7151 – original wood plank Altar floor 
 

26. Building 7151 – close-up of mural behind Altar curtain 
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27. Building 7151 – looking up towards the ceiling above the mural 

28. Building 7151 – detail of wood trim around the Altar 
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29. Building 7151 – view into office on the right side of the Altar 

30. Building 7151 – replacement radiator in the office on the right side of the Altar 
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31. Building 7151 – hallway behind the Altar and stage 

32. Building 7151 – possibly the timer for the chimes in the steeple 
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33. Building 7151 – interior view of original six-over-six wood double-hung window located in the office to 
the left of the Altar 

 

34. Building 7151 – view of bathroom 
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35. Building 7151 – sink, shelf, mirror, soap dispenser, and radiator in bathroom 
COORDINATES 
UTM 13 
3521865N  
362478E  

USGS QUAD 
Beaumont Army Hospital 
 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7151 in red 
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Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7151 squared in red 

2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7151 in red 
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PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss 
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EXCELLENT        GOOD              POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
Real Property Records on file at the Real Property Management Office, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
 
Ellsworth, Shelia A., Amy J. Lamb, and Patrick M. Nowlan. The William Beaumont General Hospital Historic 

District at Fort Bliss, Texas. Historic American Building Survey II. U.S. Army Construction Engineering 
Research Laboratories. Champaign, Illinois. September 1997. 

PRELIMINARY NATIONAL REGISTER 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
 
 
 
ELIGIBLE/CONTRIBUTING             NOT ELIGIBLE 

FORM PREPARED BY: 
Sunny Stone, Adam Smith, and Susan Enscore 
Engineer Research and Development Center 
Construction Engineering Research Laboratory 
2902 Farber Drive 
Champaign, IL  61822 
 
 
 
DATE: AUGUST 2006 

DESCRIPTION 
Building 7151 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of 
Beaumont Street, east of Kennedy Street, and west of Lazear Street. The structure is currently vacant. 

Building 7151 is a two-story rectangular structure with a main open space, an altar area, an office space, and a second 
story choir area. The open space of the nave is two stories in height and dominates a majority of the interior space. A 
partial two-story area is located on the west end of the structure and the office areas (first floor) and choir area 
(second floor) are located here. The building consists of a concrete foundation, hollow clay tile stuccoed walls, a 
gable roof covered with interlock asphalt shingles, a pyramidal wood steeple clad with interlock asphalt shingles and 
stucco, wood fascia, wood louvered vents, an original metal vent stack, replacement plate glass aluminum doors with 
a replacement single-pane transom, an original exterior light fixture above the main entry, original six-over-six wood 
double-hung windows, original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows, concrete windowsills, original interior 
wood panel doors with original hardware, an original mural located above the double doors leading into the nave, 
original interior staircase covered with carpet, replacement vinyl tile floors in nave and rooms on the northwest wall, 
replacement light fixtures, original varnished wood wainscot throughout the building, original exposed heavy timber 
trusses, original interior plaster walls, original plaster ceilings, original wood flooring throughout the entry vestibule 
and altar areas, original interior light fixture chains located in the nave, replacement suspended heaters in the nave, 
original Ark of the Covenant alcove with decorative varnished wood built-in cabinets, and a large painted mural 
located behind the altar. 

The structure is 96’-6” by 37’-4” with an approximate square footage of 3,415 square feet. It has a total height of 16’-
6” from finished floor to the bottom of the trusses in the nave and 8’-0” dropped ceilings in the other rooms.  

 



496 Building 7151 ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 

DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The southwest (front) elevation is symmetrical and accessible by a wood bridge that extends over a wide rock lined 
culvert and a newer poured concrete ramp that connects to Beaumont Drive (see exterior figure 1). The elevation is 
dominated by the steeple with a square base that is located flush with the gable end (see exterior figure 2). A central 
entry vestibule protrudes slightly outward from the main portion of the exterior wall. This shallow enclosed area is 
covered with a gable roof with interlock asphalt shingles and consists of replacement plate glass aluminum doors 
with a single-light transom located above the doors. An original metal light fixture is located above the entry (see 
exterior figure 8). Original single six-over-six wood double-hung windows flank either side of the entry vestibule. 
Both windows and the entry have been boarded up with plywood. An original single six-over-six wood double-hung 
window is located above the entry vestibule on the second floor of the structure (see exterior figures 5 and 6). This 
window has several broken panes of glass. An original wood louvered vent is located above this window and is 
positioned in the base of the steeple (see exterior figure 7). Another similar vent is located on the northeast side of the 
base of the steeple.  
The northwest elevation is dominated by several large window openings (see exterior figure 11). The elevation 
consists of five large window openings that have been boarded up with plywood. Two smaller window openings are 
located on the left and right side of the main portion of the exterior wall. These two window openings have also been 
boarded up with plywood. A small lean-to enclosed area (mechanical room) is located on the far left side of the 
elevation and is attached to the northeast elevation (see exterior figure 15). The northwest side of the lean-to consists 
of a small (possibly a six-over-six wood double-hung window) window opening that has been boarded up with 
plywood and a wood five-panel door. 

The northeast (back) elevation has a small lean-to enclosed area (mechanical room) located in the center of the 
elevation (see exterior figure 16). The enclosed area has a shed roof covered with interlock asphalt shingles. An 
original metal vent stack protrudes out of the shed roof and extends slightly past the gable peak of the main portion of 
the structure (see exterior figure 18). A wood five-panel door is located in the center of the northeast side of the 
addition (see exterior figure 17). Two large replacement mechanical systems are located on either side of the addition 
and penetrate the original exterior wall above two original six-over-six wood double-hung window openings. These 
two window openings have been boarded up with plywood.  

The southeast elevation is dominated by several large window openings (see exterior figures 19 and 20). The 
elevation consists of five large window openings and two smaller window openings, which are located on the left and 
right side of the main portion of the exterior wall. All of these window openings have also been boarded up with 
plywood. A small lean-to enclosed area (mechanical room) is located on the far right side of the elevation and is 
attached to the northeast elevation. The southeast side of the lean-to consists of a small (possibly a six-over-six wood 
double-hung window) window opening that has been boarded up with plywood and a wood five-panel door (see 
exterior figures 21 and 22). 

The chapel building is rectangular in plan and is in poor condition. The structure has undergone few modifications to 
the original interior layout of the building and nave space. The primary entrance is located on the southwest elevation 
in a projecting gabled vestibule, while the choir loft is on the partial second floor above the entrance vestibule and the 
altar is located on the northeast end of the structure.  

The entry vestibule is located in the center of the southwest end. The original wood plank floors and plaster interior 
walls with original varnished wood wainscot are intact (see interior figure 3). The original five-panel wood doors 
leading to the two adjoining office rooms are intact along with their original hardware (see interior figure 8). The two 
original five-panel wood doors leading into the nave have been slightly modified when one of the wood panels was 
removed and replaced with a glass pane (see interior figure 2). A painted mural is located above these double doors 
(see interior figure 5). The original light fixture in the vestibule has been replaced (see interior figure 6). 

The room to the east of the entry vestibule has been slightly modified when the original floor was covered with 
carpet, the original radiator was replaced with a newer radiator, and the original light fixture was replaced. The 
original plaster interior walls and wood trim around the original six-over-six wood windows are intact (see interior 
figure 7). 

The room to the west of the entry vestibule has been slightly modified as well when the original floor was covered 
with carpet, the original radiator was replaced with a newer version, and the original light fixture was replaced. The 
original wood staircase that provides access to the choir loft is located in the northwest corner of this room. The 
wood risers and treads of the stairs have been covered with carpet (see interior figure 10). The staircase runs along 
both the southwest wall and northwest walls with a landing located at the midpoint in the corner. The stair rails are 
stud construction finished with plaster and a wood top rail. 
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The main portion of the building is occupied by the nave and altar. The overall layout of the nave remains intact; 
however, the condition of the area is poor due to large amount of pigeon droppings. The interior of the nave has 
undergone few alterations. The original pews have been removed from the space and the original wood floor has 
been covered with vinyl tiles (see interior figure 17). A portion of the original suspended light fixtures have been 
removed while the original chain is still attached to the exposed ceiling (see interior figures 16 and 18). The nave was 
originally designed as an open space exposing the vaulted plaster ceiling and heavy timber trusses, which these 
elements remain intact (see interior figures 13 and 14). The original plaster and varnished wood wainscot interior 
walls are intact (see interior figure 11). The original varnished trim around the original nine-over-nine wood windows 
is intact; however, the interior of the windows have been boarded up with plywood (see interior figure 12). 

The altar is located at the northeast end of the nave and retains a majority of its original design and integrity. The 
wood altar platform is intact along with the original Ark of the Covenant alcove (see interior figures 24 and 25). The 
cabinet surrounding Ark of the Covenant alcove is original varnished wood with two wood doors and a large 
decorative wood surround (see interior figures 21, 22, and 28). An elevated partial floor is located directly behind the 
altar area. Currently, there is a make-shift half-wall constructed of wood studs and mesh wire located at the edge of 
the elevated floor (see interior figure 24). A large painted mural is located on the wall behind the altar. It is unclear if 
this painting is original (see interior figures 24 and 26). Storage space is located below this elevated floor behind the 
altar. Two original wood panel doors provide access to this area. 

The area behind the altar is divided into three small rooms, two office-like rooms and a bathroom (see interior figure 
31). The rooms to the northeast and northwest of the altar area have been modified. The original floors are covered 
with vinyl tiles, the original light fixtures have been replaced with fluorescent fixtures, and the original radiators have 
been replaced (see interior figure 30). The original wood panel doors with hardware, plaster walls, plaster ceiling, 
and varnished wood trim around the six-over-six wood double-hung windows remain intact (see interior figures 29 
and 33). 

The mechanical room (lean-to) is located in the center of the northeast wall. Access to this room is possible from the 
exterior. A bathroom is adjacent to the mechanical room; however, access to the bathroom is from the rear hallway 
behind the altar. The bathroom has replacement vinyl tile floors and radiator, while the original toilet, sink, and 
mirror are intact (see interior figures 34 and 35).   

The choir loft was inaccessible due to pigeon interaction and droppings (see interior figures 17 and 18). 

HISTORY 
Building 7151 was originally constructed in 1943 as a post chapel at a cost of $14,500. The building’s architecture is 
based on a standard WWII chapel building plan. In lieu of the standard wood frame for this building type, the 
building is constructed with stuccoed hollow clay tiles. This structure served as a chapel until June 1985. Building 
7151 was assigned to the Engineer Liaison Branch, William Beaumont in November 1975. Conversion was officially 
approved in February 1986 for use as a Child Support Service Center; and the building was assigned to the Child 
Development Services, Family Support Division, Director of Personnel and Community Activities in September 
1987.  This assignment was terminated in May 1988 as the Head Start program did not receive funding. There was a 
category code change from post chapel to administration general purpose in November 1989. To support this change, 
the interior of the Chapel was renovated that year. The building was vacant from May 1988 to July 1991, when it was 
again assigned to the Engineer Liaison, WBAMC, then to the Facility Manager, WBAMC in May 1993. There is an 
unconfirmed report of a new roof being installed in 1994. Building 7151 was boarded up and locked up, and the 
utilities were disconnected in July 1998. 

A small rectangular lean-to addition on the northeast side was constructed with a shed roof, two wood panel doors, 
and a small eight-over-eight wood double-hung window.  
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ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of Building 7151 is in good condition while most of the structure maintains a majority of the original 
character. The stuccoed exterior walls are in good condition and still maintain the original exterior fabric. A majority 
of the original nine-over-nine and six-over-six wood double-hung windows with concrete windowsills remain intact. 
A majority of the windows on the building have been boarded up with plywood with the exception of the six-over-six 
wood double-hung window located above the projecting vestibule on the southwest elevation (see exterior figures 5 
and 6). This open window is causing a serious problem with pigeons inhabiting the building and causing further 
damage to the interior. It is unclear what the condition the wood windows are in since they are boarded up on both 
the exterior and interior. The original main entry doors located on the southwest elevation have been removed and 
replaced with plate glass aluminum double doors (see interior figure 1). These doors are currently boarded up with 
plywood. The other doors located on the northeast elevation are wood panel and are in poor condition (see exterior 
figures 17 and 22). One original exterior light fixture remains in place above the entry on the southwest elevation but 
it is in poor condition due to the rusting of the metal (see exterior figure 8). The original roof was replaced with 
interlock asphalt shingles. The steeple is in good condition. Few of the shingles are missing on the pyramidal steeple 
and the exposed wood rafters and wood louvered vent are showing signs of paint chipping and deterioration (see 
exterior figures 7 and 14). Two large swamp coolers (mechanical equipment) were added to the northeast elevation at 
an unknown date (see exterior figures 15 and 16). This addition of the coolers slightly detracts from the original 
design due to the invasiveness of the equipment protruding into the exterior wall.  

The interior has retained its original character as far as its large open nave space, exposed wood timber trusses, altar, 
choir loft, entry vestibule, and offices. There have not been substantial alterations or additions in the main portion of 
the interior. For the most part, the interior entry vestibule retains its original design; however, new entry doors and a 
single-pane transom located on the southwest wall replaced the original wood panel double doors and wood transom 
(see interior figure 1). The vestibule contains original plaster with varnished wood wainscot walls (see interior figure 
3), plaster ceiling, wood panel double entry doors into the nave (see interior figure 2), painted mural above the double 
doors (see interior figure 5), and wood panel doors with hardware into the two adjoining offices.  
The office areas have seen the most modifications. The original floor has been covered with carpeting and the 
original light fixtures have been replaced in both rooms. The original plaster walls with varnished wood wainscot, 
plaster ceiling, and varnished wood trim around the six-over-six wood double-hung windows remains intact (see 
interior figure 7). The original wood staircase located on the southwest wall in the room to the west of the vestibule 
has been covered with the same type of carpeting. The carpet on the stairs and the floor in the west room are 
damaged by pigeon droppings (see interior figure 10).  

The overall layout of the nave remains intact; however, the condition of the area is poor due to large amounts of 
pigeon droppings. The interior of the nave has undergone few alterations. The original pews have been removed from 
the space and the original wood floor has been covered with vinyl tiles. A portion of the original suspended light 
fixtures have been removed while the original chain is still attached to the exposed ceiling (see interior figures 16 and 
18). The nave was originally designed as an open space exposing the vaulted plaster ceiling and heavy timber trusses, 
which these elements remain intact (see interior figures 13 and 14). The original plaster and varnished wood wainscot 
interior walls are intact (see interior figure 11). The original varnished trim around the original nine-over-nine wood 
windows is intact; however, the interior of the windows have been boarded up with plywood making it unclear the 
condition of these windows (see interior figure 12).  

The altar is located at the northeast end of the nave and retains a majority of its original design and integrity. The 
wood altar platform is intact along with the original Ark of the Covenant alcove (see interior figures 21 and 25). The 
cabinet surrounding the Ark of the Covenant alcove is original varnished wood with two wood doors and a large 
decorative wood surround. An elevated partial floor is located directly behind the altar area and a large painted mural 
is located on the wall behind the altar. It is unclear if this painting is original (see interior figures 24 and 26). 

The rooms to the northeast and northwest of the altar area have been modified. The original floors are covered with 
vinyl tiles, the original light fixtures have been replaced with fluorescent fixtures, and the original radiators have 
been replaced (see interior figure 30). The original wood panel doors with hardware, plaster walls, plaster ceiling, 
and varnished wood trim around the six-over-six wood double-hung windows remains intact (see interior figures 29 
and 33).  

Essentially, the building retains its original 1943 exterior and interior appearance and building footprint with few 
modifications or alterations. The overall fabric of Building 7151 has been preserved.          
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DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7151 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7151 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 
 

Building 7151, Chapel – elevations and sections, JANUARY 1943 
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Building 7151, Chapel – sections and details, JANUARY 1943 
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Building 7151, Chapel – sections and details, JANUARY 1943 
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Building 7151, Chapel – Altar sections and details, JANUARY 1943 
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Building 7151, Chapel – floor framing and foundation plan, JANUARY 1943 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7151 505 
 

 

Building 7151, Chapel – roof framing and balcony framing plans, JANUARY 1943 
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Building 7151, Chapel – truss details, JANUARY 1943 
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Building 7151, Chapel – bridge details, JANUARY 1943 
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Building 7151, Chapel – details, JANUARY 1943 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7151 509 
 

 

Building 7151, Chapel – floor plans, SEPTEMBER 1945 
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Building 7151, Chapel – reroofing plans, FEBRUARY 1973 
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of Beaumont Street, east of 
Kennedy Street, and west of Lazear 
Street 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Theater with Stage/Building 7152 

STATUS 
Occupied 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Construction Division – Office of the 
Quartermaster General 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1942 
DATE OF ALTERATIONS 
 

NO. OF STORIES 
2 on original 
structure 
1 on addition 
 

FOOTPRINT 
Rectangular 

MASSING 
Gable 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete 

WALLS 
Hollow clay tile with stucco 

ROOF 
Interlock asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Entertainment Classroom 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7152 
is north of Building 7124, east of Building 7151 
(chapel) and west of Building 7155 
(gymnasium) 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Gable roof with returns 
Wood fascia 
Interlock asphalt shingles 
Original exterior light fixtures 
Replacement metal doors 
Original six-over-six wood double-hung windows  
Concrete windowsills 
Original ticket window 
Flat roof wood canopy addition on southeast (front) elevation 
Replacement interior wood stair leading to the projection room 
Original layout of the auditorium 
Original auditorium seats 
Wood stage floor 
Original wood panel doors with original hardware 

Building 7152 – southeast (front) elevation 
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Building 7152 – floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7152 – southeast (front) elevation 

2. Building 7152 – original window and replacement door located above entry on the southeast (front) 
elevation 
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3. Building 7152 – original wood fascia and roof return on the southeast (front) elevation 
 

4. Building 7152 – original wood porch canopy located on the southeast (front) elevation  
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5. Building 7152 – looking at the underside of the wood porch canopy with exposed wood rafters 
 

cated on the southeast (front) elevation 6. Building 7152 – original teller/ticket window lo
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7. Building 7152 – northeast elevation 

8. Building 7152 – replacement double doors on the left side of the northeast elevation 
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9. Building 7152 – replacement doors located on the right side of the northeast elevation 
 

10. Building 7152 – original light fixture located above the replacement doors on the right side of the 
northeast elevation 
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11. Building 7152 – view of the northeast and northwest (back) corner 

12. Building 7152 – oblique view of the southeast (front) and southwest elevations 
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13. Building 7152 – replacement doors located on the left side of the southwest elevation 

14. Building 7452 – original light fixture located above replacement doors on left side of the southwest 
elevation 
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15. Building 7152 – distant view of the southeast (front) elevation 
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Building 7152 – first floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7152 – looking northwest at stage area 

2. Building 7152 – looking northwest at stage area 
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3. Building 7152 – looking southeast back at auditorium entries 

4. Building 7152 – original auditorium seats 
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5. Building 7152 – original auditorium seats 
 

6. Building 7152 – original auditorium seats 
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7. Building 7152 – detailed wall located at the back of the auditorium space 

8. Building 7152 – elevated stage area 
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9. Building 7152 – auditorium wall 
 

10. Building 7152 – mechanical room  
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11. Building 7152 – interior ticket window located in the lobby area 
 

men’s bathroom 12. Building 7152 – original wood panel door for wo
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13. Building 7152 – original mirror and soap dispenser with replacement sink in women’s bathroom 
 

 in women’s bathroom 14. Building 7152 – replacement toilet and tile floor
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-six wood double-hung window 15. Building 7152 – interior view of original six-over
 

16. Building 7152 – original wood panel door for men’s bathroom 
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17. Building 7152 – replacement urinals in men’s bathroom 
 

18. Building 7152 – original mirror and replacement sink in men’s bathroom 
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19. Building 7152 – newer water fountain located between the women’s and men’s bathrooms 
 

20. Building 7152 – original wood panel door leading to manager’s office 
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21. Building 7152 – view of manager’s office 

22. Building 7152 – view of the back of the original interior ticket window 
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23. Building 7152 – wood stairs leading to projection room 
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Building 7152 – projection room floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7152 – view of projection room 
 

2. Building 7152 – original lighting controls 
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3. Building 7152 – original control boxes 
 

4. Building 7152 – entry into room located on the west side of the projection room 
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om to the east of the projection room 5. Building 7152 – original wood panel door for ro
 

6. Building 7152 – original wood panel door for room to the east of the projection room 
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7. Building 7152 – interior view of window located on the projection room level, looking northeast 
COORDINATES 
UTM 13 
3521901N  
362534E  

USGS QUAD 
El Paso 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7152 in red 
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Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7152 squared in red 

2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7152 in red 
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PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss, Texas  
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EXCELLENT     GOOD        POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 
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DESCRIPTION 
Building 7152 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of 
Beaumont Street, east of Kennedy Street, and west of Lazear Street. Currently, the structure is occasionally used as a 
classroom facility.  

Building 7152 is a two-story rectangular utilitarian structure with a main open space to house the theater and adjacent 
rooms for offices, storage, restrooms, and mechanical equipment. The open space of the auditorium is two stories in 
height and is located at the north end of the structure, while the south end of the structure is divided into two floors 
with the first floor containing the offices and restrooms and the second floor containing the projection room. The 
building consists of a concrete foundation, hollow clay tile stuccoed walls, a gable roof, replacement ridge vent, 
wood fascia, interlock asphalt shingles, original metal roof ventilators, replacement steel panel doors, original 
exterior light fixtures, original six-over-six wood double-hung windows with concrete windowsills, original ticket 
window on the front (southeast) elevation, a flat roof canopy addition on the front (southeast) elevation, replacement 
interior stair leading to the projection room, original layout of the auditorium, original stage configuration, original 
auditorium seats, and original wood panel interior doors with original hardware. 

The structure is 99’-0” by 37’-0” with an approximate square footage of 3,663 square feet. It has a total height of 14’-
2 1/2” from finished floor to ceiling, and gradually slopes an additional 3’-0” toward the auditorium stage. The 
original upstairs projection room was 9’-3” in depth and was 37’-0” in width, but is currently divided into four 
smaller rooms.  
The southeast (front) elevation faces Beaumont Drive and is characterized by the flat roof canopy addition that was 
added to the elevation at an unknown date (see exterior figure 1). The canopy is supported by four square wood 
columns. Metal handrails are located between the columns and a poured concrete pad supports the columns (see 
exterior figure 4). A wood fire escape ladder is located on the west side of the flat roof canopy. The first floor of the 
elevation is symmetrical. Replacement steel panel double doors are located in the center of the elevation, while 
original single six-over-six wood double-hung windows are located on either side of the doors. Both windows have a 
metal security screen placed over the openings and the window on the right side of the elevation was used as the 
original ticket window with the original hardware intact (see exterior figure 6). A single entry replacement solid steel 
door is located on the left side of the second floor, while an original single six-over-six wood double-hung window 
with a metal security grate is located on the right side of the elevation (see exterior figure 2). 
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The southwest elevation is unadorned and consists of three sets of replacement steel double doors and an original 
single six-over-six wood double-hung window with a metal security grate (see exterior figure 12). Two sets of the 
double doors are located on the left side of the elevation (see exterior figure 13). An original exterior light fixture is 
located above one set of the doors (see exterior figure 14). The third set of double doors is located on the right side of 
the elevation along with the single window. A poured concrete ramp provides access to the set of doors located on 
the right side of the elevation, while descending poured concrete steps provide access to one of the sets of doors 
located on the left side of the elevation. 

The northwest (back) elevation consists of an original single six-over-six wood double-hung window, which is 
located on the left side of the elevation. An original window opening located on the right side of the elevation has 
been filled in with new mechanical equipment (see exterior figure 11). Two small metal vents are located in the gable 
of the roof.  

The northeast elevation has two sets of replacements steel double doors and a single entry replacement steel door (see 
exterior figure 7). One set of replacement doors is located on the left side of the elevation. Poured concrete steps 
provide access to these doors (see exterior figure 8). The single entry door is located on the right side of the 
elevation, while the other set of replacement doors is located just to the left of the single entry door on the right side 
of the elevation (see exterior figure 9). Original exterior light fixtures are located above all three entries (see exterior 
figure 10). A small six-pane wood window is located on the second floor above the set of double doors on the left 
side of the elevation.  
The theater building is rectangular in plan and is in excellent condition. The structure has undergone few 
modifications to the original interior layout of the building and auditorium space. The primary entrance is located on 
the southeast elevation, while the projection room is on the partial second floor above the entrance vestibule and the 
auditorium space is located on the northwest end of the structure.  

The entrance vestibule, administrative space, and restroom are located on the south end of the structure and have 
been slightly modified. The two restrooms located on the first floor have replacement vinyl tile floor, replacement 
toilets, replacement urinals, replacement sinks, and replacement light fixtures (see interior figures 14, 17, and 18). 
The original mirror and soap dispensers in both restrooms remain intact (see interior figure 13) along with the 
original wood trim around the windows located in both restrooms (see interior figure 15). Both original wood panel 
doors with original hardware leading into the restrooms are intact (see interior figures 12 and 16). A replacement 
water fountain is located between the two restroom doors (see interior figure 19). The entry vestibule has been altered 
with replacement wall treatment and flooring tiles. The wall dividing the entry area from the open auditorium space 
is painted brick. The original window opening into the ticket area/manager’s office remains intact (see interior figure 
11). The ticket area/manager’s office has been altered (see interior figure 21). The original wood stair leading to the 
second floor projection room has been removed and a new stair configuration was constructed at an unknown date 
(see interior figure 23). The original wood panel door with original hardware leading into the office area is intact (see 
interior figure 20). 

The auditorium space retains its original layout and design (see interior figures 1, 2, and 3). It is unclear if the three 
sections of metal, wood, and vinyl auditorium seats are original or if the current seats are replacements (see interior 
figures 4, 5, and 6). In any case, the seat configuration has been slightly altered because the original anchor holes for 
the seats are visible in the concrete floor. The aisles leading from the back of the auditorium to the stage area have 
been carpeted, while the floor area underneath the seats is concrete. The interior wall finish of the auditorium is 
painted gypsum board with acoustical wall panels (see interior figure 9). The original ceiling height was altered when 
an acoustical tile drop ceiling was installed (see interior figure 3). Replacement fluorescent lighting within the drop 
ceiling and incandescent lights are located in the auditorium space (see interior figure 3). The drop ceiling closes off 
or hides the original projection room window. The stage area located at the northwest end of the auditorium space 
retains its original layout and design. The original wood flooring of the stage is intact, while the elevated walls 
supporting the stage have been carpeted (see interior figure 8). Two sets of stairs on either side of the stage lead from 
the auditorium floor level to the elevated stage area. A modified mechanical room is located behind the stage area on 
the west corner of the structure. The mechanical room concrete floor is lower than the rest of the building floor level. 
The walls of the mechanical room are exposed hollow clay tiles (see interior figure 10). New mechanical equipment 
is located in the small enclosed area.  
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
A narrow set of wood stairs is located in the east corner of the building. It begins within the office area and leads up 
to the projection room (see interior figure 23). The original long and narrow projection room has been divided into 
four smaller rooms (see interior projection room floor plan figure 1). The original wood plank floor is intact 
throughout the partial second floor. The mechanical equipment and power boxes used to run the lighting and 
projector are intact (see interior projection room floor plan figures 2 and 3). The opening for the projection 
equipment has been filled in. An original single six-over-six wood double-hung window and a single replacement 
door are located in the southeast wall of the projection room. A wood panel door leads to the first small room at the 
top of the stairs (see interior projection room floor plan figures 5 and 6). A small room is located to the west of the 
projection area, while the small six-pane wood window is located on the northeast wall (see interior projection room 
floor plan figure 7). 
HISTORY 
Building 7152 was originally constructed as a theater with a stage in 1942 at a cost of $30,393.48.  It became inactive 
as a theater in 1986.  Building 7152 was assigned to the Engineer Liaison Branch, William Beaumont in November 
1975, then to the Facility Manager, WBAMC in May 1993 where it remained until at least November 2005.  The 
building began use as an instructional facility in 1987. 

In 1963, the interior of the theater was renovated. Renovations included adding new partitions to separate the 
entrance from the theater, and installing new floor covering. In 1967, the sound quality of the building was improved 
by adding acoustical panels to the walls and ceiling. The sprinkler system was upgraded in 1978. Along with these 
renovations, new fluorescent and spot lights were installed.  
ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONCONTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of Building 7152 is in excellent condition while most of the structure maintains a majority of the 
original character. The stuccoed exterior walls are in good condition and still maintain the original exterior fabric. A 
majority of the original six-over-six wood double-hung windows with concrete windowsills remain intact, with the 
exception of one window located on the right side of the northwest elevation and possibly one window located on the 
second floor of the southeast (front) elevation. It is unclear if the replacement door located on the second floor of this 
elevation replaced an original wood double-hung window, but the door was likely placed there for fire evacuation 
efforts (see exterior figure 2). The condition of the windows is good with all of the panes intact; however, most of the 
paint is chipping off of the wood sash and frame. All windows have metal security grates covering them. All original 
wood panel exterior doors have been replaced with steel doors (see exterior figures 8, 9, and 13). Most of the original 
exterior light fixtures are intact (see exterior figures 10 and 14). A flat roof canopy was added to the southeast (front) 
elevation at an unknown date (see exterior figure 1). The addition detracts from the original design of the main 
elevation as it hides or shadows the main entry doors and original ticket window on the first floor. The original roof 
was replaced at an unknown date with interlock asphalt shingles. Two original metal roof ventilators and the original 
ridge vent are intact. Exterior mechanical equipment has been placed on the right side of the northwest elevation.  

The interior has retained its original character as far as its large open auditorium space, entry vestibule, offices, and 
partial second floor projection room. There have not been substantial alterations or additions in the main portion of 
the auditorium area. For the most part, the interior lobby space retains its original design; however, new partitions 
were added to separate the entrance from the theater area. The original flooring throughout the first floor has been 
replaced or covered up with vinyl tiles in the entry, bathrooms, and office area, while carpet covers the aisles of the 
concrete floor in the auditorium space. The restrooms have a majority of their original features replaced with newer 
fixtures such as the toilets, urinals, sinks, and lighting (see interior figures 14, 17, and 18). The original mirrors and 
soap dispensers remain intact (see interior figure 13). All of the original wood panel doors with original hardware 
located in the entry, restroom, and office areas are intact (see interior figures 12, 16, and 20). 

The auditorium area and stage area have undergone some modifications to the original design of the spaces. An 
acoustical tile drop ceiling with fluorescent and spot light fixtures was added to the interior of the space covering up 
the original ceiling (see interior figures 2 and 3). When the drop ceiling was installed, the original projection room 
window located at the south end of the auditorium space was covered up and filled in. Gypsum board and acoustical 
wall panels cover the original wall finish (see interior figure 9). The original auditorium seats remain intact; however 
the configuration might have been slightly altered due to the visibility of the original anchor holes located in the 
concrete floor (see interior figures 4, 5, and 6). The original wood stage floor is intact and two sets of steps were 
added to either side of the stage (see interior figure 8).   
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ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONCONTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT (cont.) 
A narrow set of wood stairs is located in the east corner of the building (see interior figure 23). It begins within the 
office area and leads up to the projection room. It is unclear if the original wood stair was removed and a new stair 
configuration was constructed at an unknown date (see drawing below). The original long and narrow projection 
room has been divided into four smaller rooms (see interior projection room floor plan figure 1). The original wood 
plank floor is intact throughout the partial second floor. The original mechanical equipment and power boxes used to 
run the lighting and projector are intact. The second floor is in poor condition and is the most neglected area of the 
structure. 

Even though the building has had a few modifications, it retains its original 1942 exterior and interior appearance and 
building footprint. The overall fabric of Building 7152 has been preserved.         
DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7152 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7152 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 
 

Building 7152, Theater – floor plans and elevations, JULY 1940 
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Building 7152, Theater – projection room layout, JULY 1940 
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of Beaumont Street, east of 
Kennedy Street, and west of Lazear 
Street 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Gymnasium/Building 7155 
 

STATUS 
Vacant 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Office of Constructing Quartermaster 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1925  
DATE OF ALTERATIONS 

NO. OF STORIES 
1 and a basement 
 

FOOTPRINT 
Rectangular 

MASSING 
Clipped gable 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete pier and beam 

WALLS 
Brick clad with stucco 

ROOF 
Interlock asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Recreation 
 

Vacant 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7155 
is northeast of Building 7124, east of Building 
7152 (theater) and west of Building 7157 
(barracks) 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Raised concrete foundation 
Clipped gable with louvers set into gables 
Interlock asphalt shingles 
Original wood double doors on southeast (front) elevation with 
original wood four-pane transoms above each entry 
Original light fixtures on either side of main entry on the 
southeast elevation 
Original multi-pane steel awning windows 
Concrete windowsills 
Brick buttresses 
Replacement large swamp coolers located on the roof  
Original cast iron handrails on ramp on the northeast elevation 
Original wood interior stair leading from the lobby to the balcony 
area 
Original wood panel interior doors with original hardware 
Drop ceiling located in two offices on the south end of the 
structure 
Original gymnasium layout with stage area 
Open ceiling in the gym area with exposed steel truss roof 
supports 
Original suspended industrial light fixtures in the gym area 
Original wood flooring in the gym area 
Original decorative brick pilasters on either side of the stage area 
Original painted cast iron handrails encompassing balcony area 
Original sports murals in the gym area 
Original wall mounted radiators in gym area 
Original paired steel six-pane windows located in the locker 
room 
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Building 7155 – southeast (front) elevation 
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Building 7155 – floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7155 – southeast (front) elevation 
 

2. Building 7155 – original front doors (covered with plywood) and original transoms 
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3. Building 7155 – original doors and transoms located on the southeast (front) elevation 

4. Building 7155 – original multi-pane windows located above original entry doors on the southeast (front) 
elevation 
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5. Building 7155 – original wood louvered vent located in the gable end on the southeast (front) elevation 

6. Building 7155 – concrete steps with replacement metal handrails on the southeast (front) elevation 
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7. Building 7155 – right side of the southeast (front) elevation 
 

8. Building 7155 – close-up of original light fixture located on the right side of original entry doors on the 
southeast (front) elevation 
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9. Building 7155 – close-up of original light fixture located on the right side of original entry doors on the 
southeast (front) elevation 

 

10. Building 7155 – close-up of original light fixture located on the left side of original entry doors on the 
southeast (front) elevation 
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11. Building 7155 – close-up of concrete foundation on the left side of the raised entry stoop on the 
southeast (front) elevation 

12. Building 7155 – original concrete windowsill located on the left side of the southeast (front) elevation 
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13. Building 7155 – close-up of concrete windowsill and stuccoed brick exterior wall located on the left 
side of the southeast (front) elevation 

14. Building 7155 – southwest elevation 
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l windows located in the far right bay on the southwest 15. Building 7155 – original multi-pane stee
elevation 

 

16. Building 7155 – original multi-pane steel windows with concrete windowsills located in the second bay 
from the right side on the southwest elevation 
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17. Building 7155 – modified entries located on the left side of the southwest elevation 
 

18. Building 7155 – close-up of replacement door on the first floor with original transom, removed 
concrete balcony, and original double door entry with plywood covering the opening 
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19. Building 7155 – close-up of original light fixture located on the left side of the replacement door on the 
southwest elevation 

 

20. Building 7155 – left side of the southwest elevation with original window openings covered with 
plywood 
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uthwest elevation 21. Building 7155 – looking southeast toward the so
 

22. Building 7155 – buttress detail located on the southwest elevation 
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23. Building 7155 – close-up of buttress and wood soffit on southwest elevation 

24. Building 7155 – northwest (back) elevation 
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25. Building 7155 – northwest (back) elevation 

26. Building 7155 – oblique view of the northwest (back) and northeast elevations 
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27. Building 7155 – northeast elevation 

28. Building 7155 – northeast elevation 
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29. Building 7155 – original multi-pane steel windows with concrete windowsills, original metal handrails, 
and replacement entry door on the northeast elevation 

30. Building 7155 – close-up of original concrete ramp and metal handrails on the northeast elevation 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7155 565 

31. Building 7155 – close-up of metal grate in foundation wall on the northeast elevation 
 

32. Building 7155 – left side of the northeast elevation 
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33. Building 7155 – close-up of roof detail on the southeast and northeast corner 
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Building 7155 – first floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7155 – interior view of original wood doors and four-pane wood transom located on the right 
side of the lobby area 

 

2. Building 7155 – interior view of original wood doors with four-pane transom located in the middle of 
the lobby area 
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3. Building 7155 – interior view of original wood door with four-pane transom located on the left side of 
the lobby area 

4. Building 7155 – looking towards original wood staircase leading to the balcony level 
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5. Building 7155 – looking towards modified wall that separates the lobby from the gym area 
 

6. Building 7155 – original wood panel interior door leading to the office area located on the right side of 
the lobby 
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7. Building 7155 – interior view of the modified office on the right side of the lobby with original steel 
awning windows 

 

8. Building 7155 – original wood panel interior door leading to the office area on the left side of the lobby 
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9. Building 7155 – modified office area with wood panel walls, drop ceiling, replacement light fixtures, and 
original steel awning windows 

10. Building 7155 – looking northwest towards the stage area 
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11. Building 7155 – looking southeast towards the entrance and balcony area 

12. Building 7155 – replacement basketball hoop/backboard located on the southeast end of the gym 
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13. Building 7155 – original door opening boarded up with plywood on the left side of the southwest wall 

14. Building 7155 – original radiator located on the southwest wall 
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15. Building 7155 – looking up towards steel truss roof supports in the south corner 
 

16. Building 7155 – looking up at original metal handrail that surrounds balcony level 
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17. Building 7155 – looking up at original ceiling light fixture suspended from steel truss 
 

18. Building 7155 – brick pilaster detail located on the left side of the stage wall 
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19. Building 7155 – brick pilaster detail located on the right side of the stage wall 

20. Building 7155 – room located behind the stage wall 
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21. Building 7155 – replacement metal door and infill of original large door opening on the northwest wall 
behind the stage 

 

22. Building 7155 – interior view of original multi-pane steel awning window   
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23. Building 7155 – stairs leading to the balcony level 
 

24. Building 7155 – original interior wood panel door leading to the balcony level 
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25. Building 7155 – original metal door hardware 
 

al multi-pane steel awning window located in the 26. Building 7155 – interior view of modified origin
hallway to the locker room 
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27. Building 7155 – interior view of the women’s locker room northwest corner 
 

28. Building 7155 – view of bathroom 
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29. Building 7155 – urinal located in the men’s locker room 

30. Building 7155 – interior view of smaller original paired six-pane steel windows located on the 
southwest wall in the men’s locker room 
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31. Building 7155 – replacement toilet located in the men’s locker room 
 

ead from the men’s locker room to the gymnasium 32. Building 7155 – non-functional door that use to l
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33. Building 7155 – interior view of the men’s locker room with exposed wood rafters to support the 
balcony level above 

 

34. Building 7155 – mirror located in the men’s locker room 
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35. Building 7155 – replacement showers located in the men’s locker room 
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Building 7155 – balcony level plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7155 – baseball player mural located on the northeast wall 
 

2. Building 7155 – interior view of paired original multi-pane steel awning industrial windows located on 
the northeast wall 
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3. Building 7155 – track runner mural located on the northeast wall 
 

4. Building 7155 – electronic scoreboard located on the northeast wall 
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n the northeast wall 5. Building 7155 – basketball players mural located o
 

6. Building 7155 – football player mural located on the northeast wall 
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7. Building 7155 – door leading from the balcony level down to the main level 

8. Building 7155 – punching bag holder located near the door leading from the balcony level to the main 
level 
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9. Building 7155 – original balcony seats located along the southwest wall 

10. Building 7155 – boxing mural located on the southwest wall 
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11. Building 7155 – original triple multi-pane steel awning window located on the soutwest wall 

12. Building 7155 – body building mural located on the southwest wall 
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13. Building 7155 – karate mural located on the southwest wall 

14. Building 7155 – baseball player mural located on the southwest wall 
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15. Building 7155 – diver mural located on the southwest wall 

16. Building 7155 – close-up of the connection detail between a steel truss and brick exterior wall 
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17. Building 7155 – tennis player mural located on the southwest wall 

18. Building 7155 – interior view of original multi-pane steel awning windows located on the southeast 
wall of the balcony level 
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19. Building 7155 – modified wood railing near wood steps leading up to the balcony level 

20. Building 7155 – wood stairs leading from the balcony level to the lobby area 
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COORDINATES 
UTM 13 
3521921N  
362564E  

USGS QUAD 
El Paso 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7155 in red 

Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7155 squared in red 
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2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7155 in red 
PRESENT OWNER 

Army Garrison, Fort Bliss 
OWNER ADDRESS

US 
 
 

 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 

CELLENT    
 
EX  GOOD        POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 

         

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
Real Property Records on file at the Real Property Management Office, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
 
Ellsworth, Shelia A., Amy J. Lamb, and Patrick M. Nowlan. The William Beaumont General Hospital Historic 

District at Fort Bliss, Texas. Historic American Building Survey II. U.S. Army Construction Engineering 
Research Laboratories. Champaign, Illinois. September 1997. 
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DESCRIPTION 
Building 7155 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of 
Beaumont Street, east of Kennedy Street, and west of Lazear Street. The structure is currently vacant.  

Building 7155 is a large one-story rectangular utilitarian structure that consists of a raised concrete foundation, brick 
stuccoed walls, a clipped gable roof with wood louvers set into the gable, interlock asphalt shingles, large swamp 
coolers on the roof, original wood double doors on southeast (front) elevation with original four-pane wood transoms 
above each set of doors, original decorative light fixtures located on either side of the main entry, original multi-pane 
steel awning windows with concrete windowsills, original paired six-pane steel windows in locker area, brick 
stuccoed buttresses, replacement exterior egress metal doors, original cast iron handrails on ramp, original wood stair 
with wood balustrade leading from lobby area to balcony, original interior wood panel doors with original hardware, 
original gymnasium layout with stage area, open ceiling in gym with exposed steel truss roof supports, original 
hanging light fixtures in gym area, wood gym floor, original decorative brick pilasters on either side of the filled in 
proscenium, original painted cast iron handrails encompassing balcony area, original sports murals painted on brick 
interior walls in gym, and original wall mounted radiators.  

The structure is 119’-0” by 60’-0” with an approximate square footage of 9,509 square feet. It has a total height of 
20’-2” from finished floor to bottom of roof trusses. Along the perimeter the first floor has a height of 11’-3” finished 
floor to ceiling and the second floor is 7’-10” from finished floor to bottom of the roof trusses.  
The southeast (front) elevation is symmetrical and is dominated by original multi-pane steel awning windows; 
however, most of the view of the elevation is blocked by two large trees located on either side of the main entry (see 
exterior figure 1). The elevation is divided into three bays by two brick stuccoed buttresses that extend from the first 
floor to the bottom of the roof line. The central bay is where the main entry is located. The main entry is defined by 
three sets of original wood double doors (see exterior figure 3). These doors are currently covered with plywood. An 
original four-pane wood transom is located above each door (see exterior figure 3). Three evenly spaced original 
fifteen-pane steel awning windows with concrete windowsills are located on the second floor above the entries (see 
exterior figure 4). A wide concrete landing with concrete steps leads up to the three sets of doors (see exterior figure 
6). Two original decorative metal light fixtures are located on the brick stuccoed buttresses on either side of the entry 
bay (see exterior figures 7, 8, 9, and 10). Both the left and right sides of the southeast elevation are similar with two 
original multi-pane steel awning windows per floor (see exterior figure 12). The clipped gable end is visible on this 
elevation (see exterior figure 5), as well as a portion of the raised foundation.  

The southwest elevation is divided into seven unequal bays by the brick stuccoed buttresses (see exterior figures 14, 
21, and 22). Both the first and second floors have the same fenestration pattern. The far left bay consists of two 
smaller original twelve-pane steel awning windows per floor. All four of these windows have been boarded up with 
plywood (see exterior figure 20). The second bay has had some alterations (see exterior figure 17). Emergency exit 
doors have replaced half of the original multi-pane steel awning window on the second floor (see exterior figure 18). 
The landing and egress stairs are no longer intact and the doors have been boarded up with plywood. The original 
first floor exit door has been replaced with a solid steel door; however, the original three-pane wood transom located 
above the door and original light fixture to the left of the door are intact (see exterior figure 19). The next four bays 
have original triple six-pane steel window on the first floor and an original triple nine-pane steel window is located 
on the second floor of each bay (see exterior figure 16). The far right bay consists of paired original twelve-pane steel 
awning windows on both floors (see exterior figure 15).  

The northwest (back) elevation is divided into three equal bays by the brick stuccoed buttresses (see exterior figure 
24). The left bay consists of an original sixteen-pane steel awning window that is currently boarded up with plywood. 
The middle bay consists of a single entry replacement steel door with one light. A poured concrete loading dock with 
painted steel handrails and poured concrete steps provide access to the entry (see exterior figure 25). The right bay 
consists of an original large sixteen-pane steel awning window and two smaller twelve-pane steel awning windows, 
one located on each floor. All three of these windows have been boarded up with plywood. A metal service ladder is 
connected to the left side of the roof but suspended from the ground. The ladder provides access to the four 
replacement swamp coolers located on the north side of the roof.      
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The northeast elevation is divided into seven unequal bays by the brick stuccoed buttresses and is dominated by large 
56-pane steel industrial windows (see exterior figure 27). The far left bay is the only bay without the large steel 
window (see exterior figures 28 and 32). This bay has had some alterations. Emergency exit doors have replaced half 
of the original multi-pane steel window on the second floor. The wood landing is intact but the egress stairs are no 
longer there and the doors have been boarded up with plywood. The first floor consists of paired original twelve-pane 
steel awning windows (see exterior figure 32). The remaining six bays each have one large steel industrial window 
centered in them (see exterior figure 29). The two right bays have a portion of the windows covered with plywood. 
The third bay from the right side of the elevation has a single entry replacement steel doors positioned below the 
large window. A poured concrete ramp with original cast iron handrails runs the length of the northeast elevation (see 
exterior figure 30).   

The structure is rectangular in plan and is in poor condition due to the numerous broken or missing window panes, 
which allows for pigeons and other wildlife to inhabit the building. 

The lobby area and administrative spaces are located on the south end of the structure and have been slightly 
modified. The original ceiling height remains in the lobby area but the two offices located on either side of the lobby 
have added drop ceilings (see interior first floor plan figures 7 and 9). The painted plaster wall finish in the lobby is 
intact (see interior first floor plan figure 4), while the two offices have wood panel wall finishes (see interior first 
floor plan figures 7 and 9). The three original main door openings from the lobby area to the gymnasium have been 
filled in but the door frames remain intact (see interior first floor plan figure 5). The two office areas both have 
carpeted flooring, while vinyl tiles are used in the lobby area. The original wood staircase with a wood balustrade 
leading from the lobby area to the balcony is intact (see interior first floor plan figure 4). 

The overall layout of the gymnasium remains intact; however, the condition of the area is poor due to large amounts 
of pigeon droppings (see interior first floor plan figure 10). The gymnasium is a two-story interior space with the 
gym court open to both levels and a balcony/mezzanine level running long the southeast and southwest walls (see 
interior first floor plan figure 11). Original painted cast iron handrails encompass the balcony area (see interior first 
floor plan figures 14 and 16). There are two rows of theater-style cushioned seats running along the southwest wall 
on the balcony level (see interior balcony level plan figure 9); however, the seats along the southeast side have been 
removed (see interior balcony level plan figure 18). An elevated stage area with decorative brick pilasters on either 
side of the proscenium is located on the northwest end of the gym (see interior first floor plan figures 1 and 20). The 
pilasters are described as recessed paneled, raised bands, and corbelled capitals (see interior first floor plan figures 18 
and 19). Several large sports murals have been painted on the exposed brick walls encompassing the open gym area 
(see interior balcony level plan figures 1, 3, 5, 6, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 17). The interior has been left open in the 
court and stage areas, exposing the bottom side of the insulation and steel truss roof supports (see interior first floor 
plan figure 15). A wood stair along the southeast side leads up to the balcony (see interior balcony level plan figures 
19 and 20), while another less prominent set of stairs is located near the stage (see interior first floor plan figure 23). 
The original wood flooring for the court area is in poor condition and barely visible due to the droppings. The floor of 
the balcony is also wood. The primary wall finish is painted brick throughout most of the gymnasium. The original 
doorway leading from the locker room, which is located below the balcony level on the southwest wall, to the court 
area has been covered with plywood (see interior first floor plan figure 13). There are several original wall mounted 
heaters (see interior first floor plan figures 11 and 14) and suspended industrial light fixtures located in the court and 
stage areas (see interior first floor plan figure 17). A replacement electronic scoreboard is attached to the northeast 
wall of the court area (see interior balcony level plan figure 4). 

A small room is located to the west of the stage area. Steps lead from the stage to the room. This room is carpeted 
and has painted plaster interior walls with replacement light fixtures, an original wall mounted radiator, and a wood 
panel door with original hardware (see interior first floor plan figures 26 and 27). Another room of similar size is 
located above this room on the second floor. The second floor room is accessed by the “back” stairs to the balcony. 
An original wood panel door with original hardware leads into this room (see interior first floor plan figures 24 and 
25). 

Across from the second floor back room is the balcony entrance from the “back” stair. A wood panel door with 
original hardware leads from the top of the enclosed “back” stair to the open balcony level. The original two-light 
wood transom located above this door is intact (see interior balcony level plan figure 7). 
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The original locker room and restroom are located below the balcony level. The interior wall finish of the locker 
room is painted brick and the ceiling is sloped and left exposed to the balcony structure above (see interior first floor 
plan figures 30, 33, and 34). All of the lockers have been removed. An updated shower area was added at an 
unknown date (see interior first floor plan figure 35). The restroom to the north of the locker room has replacement 
paneled walls, a drop ceiling, vinyl tiles, carpet, toilet, and sink (see interior first floor plan figure 28). 

HISTORY 
Building 7155 was originally constructed as a gymnasium in 1925 at a cost of $20,778.98. The building was assigned 
to the Engineer Liaison Branch, William Beaumont in November 1975, then to the Facility Manager, WBAMC in 
May 1993.  In 1989, the gym was used for cardiac rehabilitation programs as well as regular use by active duty, 
retirees, and dependents at WBAMC.  In 1999, it was assigned to the 220th MP Brigade in May, then to the 43d MP 
Brigade in June.  At the same time, the 220th also took responsibility for Buildings 7157, 7158, 7159, 7166, and 7167. 

An electrical fire damaged the roof in April 1991. 
ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTIONS ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of Building 7155 is in good condition; the structure maintains a majority of its original character. The 
stuccoed exterior walls are in good condition but are showing some signs of cracking and paint deterioration; 
however, they still maintain the original exterior fabric. A majority of the original 56-pane, sixteen-pane, fifteen-
pane, twelve-pane, and six-pane steel awning windows with concrete windowsills remain intact (see exterior figures 
4, 15, 16, and 29), with the exception of the removal of two windows (one on the southwest elevation second floor 
and one on the northeast elevation second floor). However, a majority of the glass panes are broken or missing 
throughout the structure. This is causing a serious problem with pigeons and wildlife inhabiting the building and 
causing further damage to the interior. Few of the windows have been boarded up with plywood (see exterior figure 
20).  The painted windows are in poor condition and are showing signs of paint deterioration but most of the latches 
for the awning windows are still intact. The main entry on the southeast elevation is defined by three sets of original 
wood double doors that still retain their operating hardware, handles, and latches (see exterior figure 3). These doors 
are currently covered with plywood. An original four-pane wood transom is located above each door. These 
transoms are in good condition with the exception of one broken pane. The exterior doors located on the other 
elevations are all replacement doors (see exterior figures 17, 24, and 29). Few modifications have happened to the 
exterior of the gymnasium. Emergency exit doors have replaced windows on both the southwest and northeast 
elevations on the second floor to provide egress from the balcony level (see exterior figures 17 and 28). Currently 
these two doorways are boarded up with plywood and the egress stairs are no longer intact on either addition. The 
single replacement door located on the northwest elevation replaces an original double entry doorway. Two original 
ornamental light fixtures are located on either side of the main entry on the southeast elevation (see exterior figures 
7, 8, 9, and 10), while an original unadorned light fixture is located near the replacement door on the first floor of 
the southwest elevation. The original roof has been replaced at an unknown date with interlock asphalt shingles and 
four replacement swamp coolers were added to the north end of the clipped gable roof structure at an unknown date 
(see exterior figure 24).  

The interior has retained its original character as far as its large open space, upper mezzanine/balcony, and 
architectural finishes. There have not been substantial alterations or additions in the main portion of the gymnasium 
and balcony areas. For the most part, the interior lobby space retains its original design; however, the three main 
doors that lead from the lobby area to the court area of the gymnasium have been filled in leaving the original door 
frame intact (see interior first floor plan figure 5). The interior painted plaster wall finish of lobby area and ceiling 
are intact. The original flooring has been covered with vinyl tiles. The original wood stair with a wood balustrade 
that leads from the lobby area to the balcony level is intact and in good condition but showing slight signs of paint 
deterioration (see interior first floor plan figure 4). The two offices located on either side of the lobby area have been 
heavily modified. Carpet covers the original floor, wood paneling covers the original wall finish, a drop ceiling was 
added, and fluorescent light fixtures replace the original lights in both rooms (see interior first floor plan figures 7 
and 9). 
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ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTIONS ELEMENTS INTACT (cont.) 
The overall layout of the court and balcony areas has not changed, although some modifications have occurred (see 
interior first floor plan figures 10 and 11). The original wood flooring of both the open court and balcony areas 
remain intact; however, they are in poor condition due to the large amount of pigeon droppings covering both. The 
original suspended industrial light fixtures remain intact; along with the original wall mounted radiators (see interior 
first floor plan figures 11, 14, and 17). Original painted cast iron handrails encompass the balcony area (see interior 
first floor plan figure 16). There are two rows of theater-style cushioned seats running along the southwest wall on 
the balcony level (see interior balcony level plan figure 9); however, the seats along the southeast side have been 
removed. An elevated stage area with decorative brick pilasters on either side of the proscenium is located on the 
northwest end of the gym (see interior first floor plan figures 10, 18, and 19). The original stage floor is intact but the 
original light fixtures have been replaced with suspended fluorescent fixtures (see interior first floor plan figure 20). 
Currently, the stage area is closed off to the court area by mobile partition walls. Two original small staircases that 
were located on either side of the stage and provided access from the court area floor to the elevated stage level have 
been removed. The primary wall finish is painted brick throughout most of the gymnasium. The original doorway 
leading from the locker room, which is located below the balcony level on the southwest wall, to the court area has 
been boarded up with plywood (see interior first floor plan figure 13). 

The small room located to the west of the stage area on the first floor has seen some alterations. The original floor 
has been covered with carpet and the original light fixtures have been replaced with ceiling mounted fluorescent 
fixtures (see interior first floor plan figures 26 and 27). The painted plaster interior walls, wall mounted radiator and 
original wood panel door with original hardware remain intact (see interior first floor plan figures 24 and 25). 
Another room of similar size is located above this room on the second floor. The second floor room is accessed by 
the “back” stairs to the balcony and a stair from the room below. The original wood panel door with original 
hardware that leads into this room is intact.  

Across from the second floor back room is the balcony entrance from the “back” stair. A wood panel door with 
original hardware leads from the top of the enclosed “back” stair to the open balcony level. The original two-light 
wood transom located above this door is intact (see interior balcony level plan figure 7). It is uncertain if this narrow 
enclosed stair is original to the construction of the gymnasium (see interior first floor plan figure 23). According to 
the 1945 construction drawings (see below) this stair did not exist at that time. It could have possibly been added 
when the emergency exits on the balcony level were installed.  

The original locker room and restroom are located below the balcony level. The interior wall finish of the locker 
room is painted brick and the ceiling is sloped and left exposed to the balcony structure above (see interior first floor 
plan figures 30 and 33). All of the lockers have been removed. An updated shower area was added at an unknown 
date and the south portion of the original locker room layout was closed off to create the front office area on the west 
side of the lobby (see interior first floor plan figure 35). The restroom to the north of the locker room has paneled 
walls, a drop ceiling, vinyl tiles, carpet, and replacement toilet and sink (see interior first floor plan figure 28).  

The building retains its original 1925 exterior and interior appearance and building footprint with few modifications 
or alterations. The overall fabric of Building 7155 has been preserved.        

DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7155 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7155 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 

Building 7155, Gymnasium – floor plans, 1923 
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Building 7155, Gymnasium – floor plans, APRIL 1945 
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Building 7155, Gymnasium – elevations and sections, NO DATE 
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Building 7155, Gymnasium – remodeling plans, NO DATE 
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of Beaumont Street, east of 
Stark Place, south of Miller Street, and 
west of Lazear Street 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Enlisted Barracks Transient/Medical Administrative 
Building/Medical Detachment Barrack/Building 7157 
 

STATUS 
Vacant 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Unknown 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1921 
DATE OF ALTERATIONS  
1981 – renovation  
1991 – renovations 

NO. OF STORIES 
2 and a basement 
 

FOOTPRINT 
Rectangular 

MASSING 
Hipped 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete 

WALLS 
Hollow clay tiles with stucco 

ROOF 
Interlock asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Barracks Vacant 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7157 
is north of Building 7133, east of Building 7155 
(gymnasium), and west of Buildings 7158 and 
7159 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Raised concrete foundation 
Interlock asphalt shingles 
Original metal roof ventilators 
Exposed roof rafter ends 
Two-story porch with enclosure addition on the second floor 
Wood balustrades 
Original wood paneled columns 
Original open wood staircases 
Original wood plank porch ceilings 
Original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows 
Original six-over-six wood double-hung windows 
Concrete windowsills 
Replacement steel door with one light 
Original three-pane wood hopper transoms 
Original cast iron handrails  
Two large elevated swamp cooler 
Original interior painted plaster walls 

Building 7157 – northeast (front) elevation 
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Building 7157 – floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7157 – northeast (front) elevation 

2. Building 7157 – looking at the southeast and northeast corner 
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3. Building 7157 – southeast elevation 
 

4. Building 7157 – right side of the southeast elevation 
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5. Building 7157 – open balcony and stair on the right side of the southeast elevation 
 

6. Building 7157 – looking up toward original wood roof materials on the northeast and southeast corner  
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7. Building 7157 – close-up of raised concrete porch and modified wood and stucco column located on the 
northeast and southeast corner 

8. Building 7157 – southwest elevation 
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9. Building 7157 – original wood double-hung windows located on the right side of the southwest elevation 
 

10. Building 7157 – original wood double-hung windows located on the left side of the southwest elevation 
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11. Building 7157 – oblique view of the northwest and southwest elevations 

12. Building 7157 – northwest elevation 
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13. Building 7157 – northwest elevation 

14. Building 7157 – looking southeast down first floor open balcony on the northeast (front) elevation 
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15. Building 7157 – middle section of the northeast (front) elevation 

16. Building 7157 – left side of the northeast (front) elevation 
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17. Building 7157 – concrete steps with original metal handrails located on the left side of the northeast 
(front) elevation 

18. Building 7157 – concrete steps located on the left side of the northeast (front) elevation 
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and balustrade located on the left side of the northeast 19. Building 7157 – looking at original wood stairs 
(front) elevation 

 

20. Building 7157 – looking at the original wood stairs, balustrade, and columns located on the left side of 
the northeast (front) elevation 
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21. Building 7157 – close-up of original wood newel post  
 

22. Building 7157 – close-up of original wood stairs and balustrade 
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23. Building 7157 – looking northwest down first floor balcony located on the northeast (front) elevation  

24. Building 7157 – looking up at second floor balcony supports  
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25. Building 7157 – close-up of original light fixture located on the ceiling of the first floor balcony on the 
northeast (front) elevation 

 

26. Building 7157 – original single nine-over-nine wood double-hung window with concrete windowsill 
located on the first floor on the left side of the northeast (front) elevation 
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27. Building 7157 – original three-pane transom above replacement door on the left side of the northeas
(front) elevation 

t 

 

28. Building 7157 – original paired nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows located on the first floor of 
the northeast (front) elevation 
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29. Building 7157 – close-up of concrete windowsill 

30. Looking from a distance at the oblique view of the southeast and southwest elevations of Buildings 
7157, 7158, and 7159 (left to right) 
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31. Looking at the oblique view of the southeast and southwest elevations of Buildings 7157, 7158, and 
7159 (left to right) 

32. Looking at the oblique view of the northeast (front) and southeast elevations of Buildings 7157, 7158, 
and 7159 (left to right) 
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Building 7157 – first floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7157 – interior view of original wood three-pane transom above replacement metal door 

2. Building 7157 – interior view of original nine-over-nine wood double hung windows with original trim 
located in the southeast room 
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3. Building 7157 – original architectural detail located in the southwest room 

4. Building 7157 – original post and beam connection 
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5. Building 7157 – original mechanical system 
 

6. Building 7157 – interior view of original nine-over-nine wood double-hung window located on the 
southwest wall 
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7. Building 7157 – interior view of original paired nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows located on 
the southwest wall 

8. Building 7157 – close-up of original window hardware and wood trim 
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9. Building 7157 – looking southeast down interior hallway 

10. Building 7157 – original mop sink located in latrine 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7157 631 

11. Building 7157 – urinals located in latrine 



632 Building 7157 ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 

 

Building 7155 – second floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7157 – looking down interior hallway 
 

2. Building 7157 – original radiator located in the second floor hallway 
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3. Building 7157 – looking into modified enclosed second floor balcony 

4. Building 7157 – original paired windows removed with original windowsill intact and replacement 
radiator located in the modified enclosed second floor porch 
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5. Building 7157 – original radiator  5. Building 7157 – original radiator  
COORDINATES 
UTM 13 
3521926N  
362580E  

USGS QUAD 
El Paso 
 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7157 in red 
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Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CER
1997), Building 7157 squared in red 

L 

2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7157 in red 
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PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss 
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EX     GOOD              POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 

CELLENT    

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
Real Property Records on file at the Real Property Management Office, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
 
PRELIMINARY NATIONAL REGISTER 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
 
 
 
ELIGIBLE/CONTRIBUTING             NOT ELIGIBLE 

FORM PREPARED BY: 
Sunny Stone, Adam Smith, and Susan Enscore 
Engineer Research and Development Center 
Construction Engineering Research Laboratory 
2902 Farber Drive 
Champaign, IL  61822 
 
 
 
DATE: AUGUST 2006 
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DESCRIPTION 
Building 7157 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of 
Forwood Street, East of Lazear Street, south of Beaumont Drive, and west of McCaw Street. The structure is 
currently vacant.  

Building 7157 is a two-story rectangular structure with a raised basement that consists of a concrete foundation, 
hollow clay tile walls clad with stucco, a hipped roof, interlock asphalt shingles, original metal roof ventilators, 
replacement elevated swamp coolers, exposed rafter ends, two-story full-width porch with enclosure modifications 
on the second floor porch, original wood paneled columns, original wood balustrades, wood plank ceilings, original 
cast iron metal handrails, original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows, original six-over-six wood double-
hung windows, concrete windowsills, replacement steel doors with one light, original three-pane wood hopper 
transoms, original painted interior plaster walls, and original trim around windows. 

The structure is 110’-4” by 35’-2” with an approximate square footage of 7,700 square feet that does include the two 
porches. The first floor has a height of 11’-9” from the finished floor to the ceiling and the second floor has a height 
of 11’-6”.  
The northeast (front) elevation is dominated by a two-story full-width porch with full-height paneled wood columns. 
The columns divide the elevation into eleven bays (see exterior figure 1). The columns have a paneled square shaft, 
unadorned capitals, and the original bases have been covered with a stucco cladding material (see exterior figures 6 
and 14). Two respond columns are located on the northeast and southeast corner of the exterior wall. Unlike another 
barracks structure (Building 7159), which has maintained the original second floor open porch, Building 7157 second 
floor porch has been heavily modified with the addition of enclosure walls and added paired six-over-six wood 
double-hung windows (see exterior figure 15). The two far left and right second floor bays (total of four bays) retain 
the open feel of the original porch design and display the original painted wood balustrade (see exterior figures 13 
and 16). The remaining seven bays of the second floor elevation have been filled in with stud walls clad with two 
inch wood planks arranged in a vertical orientation. Each bay has paired six-over-six wood double-hung windows 
with a wood surround and windowsill. Two sets of poured concrete steps with original cast iron handrails provide 
access to the first floor porch area (see exterior figures 17 and 18). One set of steps is located on the left side of the 
elevation, while the other is located on the right side of the elevation. Access to the second floor is provided by two 
sets of original painted wood-frame U-shaped stairs, one is located on each end of the porch (see exterior figures 4, 5, 
19, 21, and 22). The first floor porch is concrete with cast iron handrails positioned between the columns (see exterior 
figure 23), while the second floor has tongue-and-groove wood flooring on the unaltered open bays and tiles over the 
original flooring on the enclosed bays. All of the wood porch elements are painted. The first floor is symmetrical and 
consists of a single original nine-over-nine wood double-hung window, replacement steel door with one light and an 
original three-pane wood transom above, five sets of paired evenly spaced original nine-over-nine wood double-hung 
windows, a replacement steel door with one light and an original three-pane wood transom above, and a single 
original nine-over-nine wood double-hung window (see exterior figures 15, 16, 26, 27, and 28). The second floor 
stuccoed exterior originally consisted of the same window arrangements as the first floor; however, when the 
enclosure of the second floor porch occurred a majority of the original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows 
were removed and the openings were filled in and stuccoed to match the existing exterior wall (see interior second 
floor plan figure 4). The original concrete windowsills below these missing windows remain intact. The only 
remaining original windows are the ones located in the unaltered bays on the left and right sides of the elevation for a 
total of two single nine-over-nine windows. Due to the addition, the overall design of the second floor has taken on a 
different appearance. A steel metal door with one light is located at the north and south ends of the enclosed porch 
area and provides access from the open bays to the enclosed area.    

The right side of the southeast elevation is where the two-story open porch is located (see exterior figure 4). The 
main portion of the two-story elevation consists of two single original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows 
per floor (see exterior figure 3). An elevated swamp cooler addition is located on the right side of the left window. 
The swamp cooler penetrates the top of the exterior wall.  

The southwest (back) elevation has had few modifications. Both the first and second floors are similar in a 
fenestration pattern (see exterior figure 8). The elevation consists of paired original six-over-six wood double-hung 
windows (bathroom area), a single original nine-over-nine wood double-hung window, six sets of paired original 
nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows, and a single original nine-over-nine wood double-hung window (from 
the left side to the right side of the elevation) (see exterior figures 9 and 10). A mechanical system has been added to 
the first floor. One of the original top sashes of a paired window located on the first floor was removed and the 
equipment was placed in the opening. 
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The left side of the northwest elevation is where the two-story open porch is located (see exterior figure 13). The first 
and second floors are similar in fenestration pattern. A single original nine-over-nine wood double-hung window is 
located on the left side of the main exterior wall, while a smaller, single original six-over-six wood double-hung 
window (bathroom area) is located on the right side of the elevation. Small bright aluminum round metal ventilators 
have been placed in one pane opening on each window (see exterior figure 12).  

The structure is rectangular in plan with the main entrance on the northeast side off of the two-story porch. There are 
no interior stairs. The first and second floor plans are similar. A corridor runs the length of the interior on the 
northeast side near the original exterior, while individual partitioned rooms project off of the corridor (see interior 
first floor plan figure 9). Some of the original post and beam support pieces still remain visible (see interior first floor 
plan figure 4). The flooring throughout most of the building is carpeted, while the bathrooms that are located on the 
north end of the structure have replacement linoleum. The interior wall finish is painted gypsum board. The original 
plaster ceiling finish remains intact on the first floor, but was covered with asbestos tile on the second floor. A drop 
ceiling was added to both floors in the bathroom areas when the partitions were constructed. Replacement fluorescent 
lighting is located throughout the structure. All of the original doors have been replaced. The original trim around the 
windows are intact (see interior first floor plan figures 6, 7, and 8). The original urinals and mop sink located in the 
men’s bathroom are still intact (see interior first floor plan figures 10 and 11). A few of the original radiators located 
on the second floor remain intact (see interior second floor plan figure 2), while the rest have been replaced. Note: 
researchers could not access the second floor enclosed porch area because it was locked, or the second floor living 
space due to the condition of the interior (see second floor plan figure 1).   

HISTORY 
Building 7157 was originally constructed as a medical detachment barracks in 1921 at a cost of $28,887.55.  The 
structure was one of three two-story barracks constructed at that time at the William Beaumont General Hospital. 
Various alterations to the structure in November 1970 cost $4,812. Building 7157 was assigned to Troop CMO 
WBAMC in May 1979, and then transferred to C Company in August 1982. Capital improvements were done to the 
building in May 1981 at a cost of $35,900.00.  In the early 1980s, the building changed classification several times.  
A barracks modification in May 1983 for $71,275.00 resulted in an increase of capacity from 16 to 18.   

In June 1989, a request was made for the building to be turned back to DEH Real Estate for assignment to the 
Directorate of Reserve Component Support. Upon assignment, this building was be used to billet Army National 
Guard and U.S. Army Reserve medical units performing annual training at Fort Bliss. It was mutually agreed that the 
CRCS would retain and manage the building for a minimum of ten years to justify expenditure of funds. A ramp 
system that connected two of the barracks was removed at an unknown date.   

Building 7157 was assigned to layaway in February 1998, but in 1999, it was assigned to the 220th MP Brigade in 
May, then to the 43d MP Brigade in June.  At the same time, the 220th also took responsibility for Buildings 7155, 
7158, 7159, 7166, and 7167. 
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ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of Building 7157 is in good condition, the structure maintains a majority of the original character. The 
stuccoed exterior walls are in good condition but are showing some signs of cracking and paint deterioration; 
however, they still maintain the original exterior fabric. Most of the original nine-over-nine and six-over-six wood 
double-hung windows with concrete windowsills remain intact (see exterior figures 10 and 26), with the exception of 
the removal of two paired windows located on the southwest elevation and the windows located on the second floor 
porch on the northeast elevation. The painted windows are in poor condition but are showing signs of paint 
deterioration (see exterior figures 10 and 26). Some of the original panes are missing or broken, while a few windows 
have had a small metal ventilator placed in them (see exterior figure 12). All of the original wood panel exterior 
doors have been replaced with steel doors that have one light (see exterior figure 16). However, the original three-
pane wood transom located above each of these doors remains intact (see exterior figure 27). The two-story full-
width porch with full-height paneled columns located on the northeast (front) elevation gives this structure its main 
architectural detail and character. Unlike another barracks structure (Building 7159), which has maintained the 
original second floor open porch, Building 7157 second floor porch has been heavily modified with the addition of 
enclosure walls and added paired six-over-six wood double-hung windows (see exterior figure15). Most likely this 
modification was done in the early 1990s. All of the wood porch elements such as wood columns, stairs, balustrades, 
infill walls, and infill double-hung windows have been painted; however, all of these elements are in poor condition 
and are showing signs of paint and wood deterioration (see exterior figures 6, 13, 15, 22, and 26).  The original wood 
plank ceilings remain intact but are in poor condition. The original cast iron metal handrails located on the first floor 
porch between the columns and on the concrete steps are intact (see exterior figure 18). The second floor has tongue-
and-groove wood flooring on the unaltered open bays and linoleum tiles over the original flooring on the enclosed 
bays. The original roof has been replaced at an unknown date with an interlock asphalt shingle; however, the 
northeast portion of the roof that covers the open porch is in poor condition along with the exposed rafter ends on this 
side of the structure. The roof and rafters are showing signs of heavy water damage and most of the sheathing and 
shingles are decaying or missing (see exterior figure 6). Two large elevated swamp coolers were added to the 
southwest elevation at an unknown date. 

The layouts of the floor plans of the building have undergone major modifications since the original design in order 
to accommodate the changing use of the structure over time. The original open bay sleeping areas were enclosed in 
the early 1980s when gypsum board partitions were constructed to create individual sleeping rooms. When this 
alteration was performed the circulation was controlled through a corridor that runs the length of the northeast wall 
(see interior first floor plan figure 9). The original laundry room located on the northeast corner on both floors has 
been replaced with bathrooms. All of the original flooring in the barracks area has been covered with carpet, while 
the original bathroom flooring has been removed or covered with linoleum. The original plaster ceiling remains intact 
on the first floor but has been covered with asbestos tiles on the second floor, while a drop ceiling has been installed 
in the bathroom areas. All of the original light fixtures have been removed and replaced with fluorescent light 
fixtures. The original urinals and mop sinks in the men’s bathroom remain intact along with all of the trim around the 
wood windows (see interior first floor plan figures 10 and 11) and a few of the radiators on the second floor (see 
interior second floor plan figure 2). 

The building retains its original 1921 exterior appearance and building footprint. The overall fabric of Building 7157 
has been preserved.   
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DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7157 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7157 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 

Building 7157, Medical Detachment Barracks – second floor plan alterations, 1968 
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Building 7157, Medical Detachment Barracks – second floor alteration details, 1968 
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Building 7157, Medical Detachment Barracks – floor plan and section alterations, 1982 
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Building 7157, Medical Detachment Barracks – sections and details, 1982 
 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7158 647 
 

FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of Beaumont Street, east of 
Stark Place, south of Miller Street, and 
west of Lazear Street 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Enlisted Barracks Transient/Medical Administrative 
Building/Medical Detachment Barrack/Building 7158 
 

STATUS 
Vacant 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Unknown 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1921 
DATE OF ALTERATIONS  
1981 – renovations  
1991 – renovations 

NO. OF STORIES 
2 and a basement 
 

FOOTPRINT 
Rectangular 

MASSING 
Hipped 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete 

WALLS 
Hollow clay tiles with stucco 

ROOF 
Interlock asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Barracks Vacant 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7158 
is north of Building 7133, east of Building 7157, 
and west of Building 7159 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Raised concrete foundation 
Interlock asphalt shingles 
Original metal roof ventilators 
Exposed roof rafter ends 
Two-story porch with enclosure addition on the second floor 
Original wood paneled columns 
Original open wood staircases 
Original wood plank porch ceilings 
Original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows 
Original six-over-six wood double-hung windows 
Concrete windowsills 
Replacement steel door with one light 
Original three-pane wood hopper transoms 
Original cast iron handrails  
Two large elevated swamp cooler 
Original interior painted plaster walls 
Original trim around windows 

Building 7158 – northeast (front) elevation 
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Building 7158 – floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7158 – northeast (front) elevation 

2. Building 7158 – southeast elevation 
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3. Building 7158 – right side of the southwest elevation with two original windows removed 
 

4. Building 7158 – close-up of where two original windows have been removed and the openings filled in 
(located on the right side of the southwest elevation) 
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5. Building 7158 – left side of the southwest elevation with newer mechanical equipment 
 

6. Building 7158 – close-up of newer mechanical equipment located on the southwest elevation 
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7. Building 7158 – view of the southwest and northwest corner 
 

8. Building 7158 – northwest elevation 
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9. Building 7158 – oblique view of the northwest and northeast (front) elevations 
 

10. Building 7158 – left side of the northwest elevation 
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11. Building 7158 – northeast (front) elevation 

12. Building 7158 – close-up of second floor open balcony on the right side of the northeast (front) 
elevation 
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13. Building 7158 – concrete steps with replacement metal handrails on right side of the northeast (front) 
elevation 

14. Building 7158 – looking up at modified second floor balcony on the northeast (front) elevation 
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15. Building 7158 – looking up at modified second floor balcony on the northeast (front) elevation 
 

16. Building 7158 – replacement door with original three-pane transom above located on the left side of 
the northeast (front) elevation 
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17. Building 7158 – opening in first floor balcony foundation on the northeast (front) elevation 

18. Building 7158 – concrete steps with replacement metal handrails located on the left side of the 
northeast (front) elevation 
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19. Building 7158 – close-up of metal handrail and wood column detail on the northeast (front) elevation 

20. Building 7158 – looking at original wood staircase and handrails located on the left side of the 
northeast (front) elevation 
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21. Looking from a distance at the oblique view of the southeast and southwest elevations of Buildings 
7157, 7158, and 7159 (left to right) 

22. Looking at the oblique view of the southeast and southwest elevations of Buildings 7157, 7158, and 
7159 (left to right) 
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23. Looking at the oblique view of the northeast (front) and southeast elevations of Buildings 7157, 7518, 
and 7159 (left to right) 
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Building 7158 – first floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 



662 Building 7158 ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 

 

1. Building 7158 – window/door location that has been filled in 
 

2. Building 7158 – interior view of original nine-over-nine wood double-hung window located on the 
southwest wall 
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3. Building 7158 – looking down first floor interior hallway 
 

4. Building 7158 – interior view of modified double-hung window located in the northeast latrine 
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5. Building 7158 – close-up of original wood window trim 
 

6. Building 7158 – original mop sink located in the northwest latrine 
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7. Building 7158 – urinals located in the northwest latrine 
 

al nine-over-nine wood double-hung window located 
on the northeast wall 
8. Building 7158 – close-up view of interior of origin
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Building 7158 – second floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7158 – looking into modified enclosed second floor balcony 
COORDINATES 
UTM 13 
3521941N 362630E  

USGS QUAD 
El Paso 
 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7158 in red 
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Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7158 squared in red 

2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7158 in red 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7158 669 
 
PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss 
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EX     GOOD              POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 

CELLENT    

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
Real Property Records on file at the Real Property Management Office, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
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Engineer Research and Development Center 
Construction Engineering Research Laboratory 
2902 Farber Drive 
Champaign, IL  61822 
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DESCRIPTION 
Building 7158 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of 
Forwood Street, East of Lazear Street, south of Beaumont Drive, and west of McCaw Street. The structure is 
currently vacant.  

Building 7158 is a two-story rectangular structure with a raised basement that consists of a concrete foundation, 
hollow clay tile walls clad with stucco, a hipped roof, interlock asphalt shingles, original metal roof ventilators, 
replacement elevated swamp coolers, exposed rafter ends, two-story full-width porch with enclosure modifications 
on the second floor porch, original wood paneled columns, original wood balustrade, wood plank ceilings, original 
cast iron metal handrails, replacement steel handrails, original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows, original 
six-over-six wood double-hung windows, concrete windowsills, replacement steel doors with one light, original 
three-pane wood hopper transoms, and a small shed addition over the basement entry. 

The structure is 110’-4” by 35’-2” with an approximate square footage of 7,700 square feet that does include the two 
porches. The first floor has a height of 11’-9” from the finished floor to the ceiling and the second floor has a height 
of 11’-6”.  

The northeast (front) elevation is dominated by a two-story full-width porch with full-height paneled wood columns 
(see exterior figure 1). The columns divide the elevation into eleven bays. The columns have a paneled square shaft, 
unadorned capitals, and the original bases have been covered with a stucco cladding material (see exterior figures 13, 
14, and 15). Two respond columns are located on the northeast and southeast corner of the exterior wall. Unlike 
another barracks structure (Building 7159), which has maintained the original second floor open porch, Building 
7158 second floor porch has been heavily modified with the addition of enclosure walls and paired six-over-six wood 
double-hung windows (see exterior figure 14). The two far left and right second floor bays (total of four bays) retain 
the open feel of the original porch design and display the original painted wood balustrade (see exterior figures 1 and 
11). The remaining seven bays of the second floor elevation have been filled in with painted two inch wood planks 
arranged in a vertical orientation (see exterior figure 15). Each bay has paired six-over-six wood double-hung 
windows with a wood surround and windowsill (see exterior figure 14). 
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
Two sets of poured concrete steps with replacement steel handrails provide access to the first floor porch area. One 
set of steps is located on the left side of the elevation, while the other is located on the right side of the elevation (see 
exterior figures 13 and 18). Access to the second floor is provided by two sets of original painted wood-frame U-
shaped stairs, one is located on each end of the porch (see exterior figures 1, 9, and 20). The first floor porch is 
concrete with cast iron handrails positioned between the columns, while the second floor has tongue-and-groove 
wood flooring on the unaltered open bays and tiles over the original flooring on the enclosed bays. All of the wood 
porch elements are painted. The first floor is symmetrical and consists of a single original nine-over-nine wood 
double-hung window, replacement steel door with one light and an original three-pane wood transom above, five sets 
of evenly spaced paired original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows, a replacement steel door with one light 
and an original three-pane wood transom above, and a single original nine-over-nine wood double-hung window per 
floor (see exterior figures 1 and 16). The second floor stuccoed exterior wall consists of the same window 
arrangements as the first floor with a majority of the original windows hidden behind the enclosure addition (see 
interior second floor plan figure 1). Due to the addition, the overall design of the second floor has taken on a different 
appearance. A steel metal door with one light is located at the north and south ends of the enclosed porch area and 
provides access from the open bays to the enclosed area.       

The right side of the southeast elevation is where the two-story open porch is located. The main portion of the two-
story elevation consists of two single original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows per floor. Two bright 
aluminum, round, metal ventilators have been added to the exterior wall on the right side of the left window on both 
floors (see exterior figure 2). 

The southwest (back) elevation has had some modifications. Original paired double-hung windows located on the 
right side of the elevation on both the first and second floors were removed at an unknown date and single entry 
replacement doors filled the original openings for sometime. However, these two doors have since been removed and 
the openings are currently filled in and have been stuccoed to match the existing exterior wall finish (see exterior 
figure 4). Both the first and second floors are similar in a fenestration pattern (see exterior figures 3 and 5). The 
elevation consists of paired original six-over-six wood double-hung windows (bathroom area), a single original nine-
over-nine wood double-hung window, five sets of paired original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows, filled-
in original window opening, and a single original nine-over-nine wood double-hung window (from the left side to the 
right side of the elevation). Two elevated replacement swamp coolers are located in the middle set of the paired 
window openings (see exterior figure 6). 

The left side of the northwest elevation is where the two-story open porch is located (see exterior figure 10). The first 
and second floors are similar in fenestration pattern (see exterior figure 9). A single original nine-over-nine wood 
double-hung window is located on the left side of the main exterior wall, while a smaller, single original six-over-six 
wood double-hung window (bathroom area) is located on the right side of the elevation. Small bright aluminum 
round metal ventilators have been placed in each window. A small shed roof enclosed addition was constructed on 
the right side of the elevation to enclose the basement steps (see exterior figure 8).  

The structure is rectangular in plan with the main entrance on the northeast side off of the two-story porch. There are 
no interior stairs. The first and second floor plans are similar. A corridor runs the length of the interior on the 
northeast side, while individual partitioned rooms project off of the corridor (see interior first floor plan figure 3). 
The flooring throughout most of the building is carpeted, while the bathrooms that are located on the north end of the 
structure have replacement linoleum tiles. The interior wall finish is painted gypsum board. The original plaster 
ceiling finish remains intact in the corridor. A drop ceiling was added to both floors in the bathroom areas when the 
partitions were constructed. Replacement fluorescent lighting is located throughout the structure. All of the original 
doors and radiators have been replaced. The original trim around the windows is intact (see interior first floor plan 
figures 2, 4, and 5). The original mop sink located in the men’s bathroom is still intact (see interior first floor plan 
figure 6). Note: researchers could not access the second floor enclosed porch area or second floor living space 
because the doors were locked.  



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7158 671 
 
HISTORY 
Building 7158 was originally constructed as a medical detachment barracks in 1921 at a cost of $28,887.55. The 
structure was one of three two-story barracks constructed at that time at the William Beaumont General Hospital. 
Various alterations to the structure in March 1969 cost $25,605. Building 7158 was assigned to Troop CMO 
WBAMC in May 1979, and then transferred to C Company in August 1982. Capital improvements were done to the 
building in May 1981 at a cost of $35,900.00.  There was a classification change in 1981, but the building retained 
the function of housing.  Capacity was increased in 1983 from 16 to 32.   

In June 1989, a request was made for the building to be turned back to DEH Real Estate for assignment to the 
Directorate of Reserve Component Support. Upon assignment, this building was be used to billet Army National 
Guard and U.S. Army Reserve medical units performing annual training at Fort Bliss. It was mutually agreed that the 
CRCS would retain and manage the building for a minimum of ten years to justify expenditure of funds. A ramp 
system that connected two of the barracks was removed at an unknown date.   

Building 7157 was assigned to layaway in February 1998, but in 1999, it was assigned to the 220th MP Brigade in 
May, then to the 43d MP Brigade in June.  At the same time, the 220th also took responsibility for Buildings 7155, 
7157, 7159, 7166, and 7167.  

ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of Building 7158 is in poor condition; however, the structure maintains a majority of the original 
character. The stuccoed exterior walls are in good condition but are showing some signs of cracking and paint 
deterioration; however, they still maintain the original exterior fabric. A majority of the original nine-over-nine and 
six-over-six wood double-hung windows with concrete windowsills remain intact, with the exception of the removal 
of two paired windows located on the southwest elevation (see exterior figure 3). The painted windows are in poor 
condition and are showing signs of paint deterioration. Some of the original panes are missing or broken, while a few 
windows have had a small metal ventilator placed in them (see interior first floor plan figures 4 and 5). All of the 
original wood panel exterior doors have been replaced with steel doors that have one light. However, the original 
three-pane wood transom located above each of these doors remains intact (see exterior figure 16). The two-story 
full-width porch with full-height paneled columns located on the northeast (front) elevation gives this structure its 
main architectural detail and character. Unlike another barracks structure (Building 7159), which has maintained the 
original second floor open porch, Building 7158 second floor porch has been heavily modified with the addition of 
enclosure walls and added paired six-over-six wood double-hung windows (see exterior figures 1, 11, 14, and 15). 
Most likely this modification was done in the early 1990s. All of the wood porch elements such as wood columns, 
stairs, balustrades, infill walls, and infill double-hung windows have been painted; however, all of these elements are 
in poor condition and are showing signs of paint and wood deterioration (see exterior figures 9, 12, 14, 15, 19, and 
20).  The original wood plank ceilings remain intact but are in poor condition. The original cast iron metal handrails 
located on the first floor porch between the columns are intact but the original handrails on the concrete steps have 
been replaced with steel handrails (see exterior figure 18). The second floor has tongue-and-groove wood flooring on 
the unaltered open bays and tiles over the original flooring on the enclosed bays. The original roof has been replaced 
at an unknown date with an interlock asphalt shingle; however, the northeast portion of the roof that covers the open 
porch is in poor condition along with the exposed rafter ends on this side of the structure. The roof and rafters are 
showing signs of heavy water damage and some of the sheathing and shingles are decaying or missing (see exterior 
figure 9). A small shed roof addition was constructed on the right side of the northwest elevation at an unknown date 
to protect the basement entry (see exterior figure 8) and two large elevated swamp coolers were added to the 
southwest elevation at an unknown date (see exterior figure 6).  

The layouts of the floor plans of the building have undergone major modifications since the original design in order 
to accommodate the changing use of the structure over time. The original open bay sleeping areas were enclosed in 
the early 1980s when gypsum board partitions were constructed to create individual sleeping rooms. When this 
alteration was performed, the circulation was controlled through a corridor that ran the length of the northeast wall 
(see interior first floor plan figure 3). The original laundry room located on the northeast corner on both floors has 
been replaced with bathrooms. All of the original flooring in the barracks area has been covered with carpet, while 
the original bathroom flooring has been removed or covered with linoleum tiles. The original plaster ceiling remains 
intact in the individual private rooms, while a drop ceiling has been installed in the bathroom areas. All of the 
original light fixtures have been removed and replaced with fluorescent light fixtures. The original mop sink in the 
men’s bathroom remains intact along with the trim around the wood windows (see interior first floor plan figures 2, 
4, 5, and 6). 

The building retains its original 1921 exterior appearance and building footprint. The overall fabric of Building 7158 
has been preserved.      
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DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7158 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7158 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 

Medical Detachment Barracks – floor plans for Building 7159, which is the same design as Building 7158. 
Also see drawings for Building 7157 and 7159 for additional design plans and alterations.  
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of Forwood Street, East of 
Lazear Street, south of Beaumont 
Drive, and west of McCaw Street 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Medical Detachment Barracks/Building 7159 

STATUS 
Vacant 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Unknown 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1921 
DATE OF ALTERATIONS 
1981 – renovation  
1991 – renovations  

NO. OF STORIES 
2 with a basement 
 

FOOTPRINT 
Rectangular 

MASSING 
Hipped 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete 

WALLS 
Hollow clay tiles with stucco 

ROOF 
Interlock asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Barracks Vacant 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7159 
is north of Buildings 7133 and 7139, east of 
Building 7178, and west of Buildings 7166 and 
7167 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Raised concrete foundation 
Interlock asphalt shingles 
Original metal roof ventilators 
Exposed roof rafter ends 
Two-story open porch 
Original wood paneled columns 
Original open wood staircases 
Original wood plank porch ceilings 
Original tongue-and-groove floor on second floor porch 
Original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows 
Original six-over-six wood double-hung windows 
Concrete windowsills 
Replacement steel door with one light 
Original three-pane wood hopper transoms 
Original cast iron handrails  
Two large elevated swamp cooler 
Original interior painted plaster walls 
Original trim around windows 

Building 7159 – northeast (front) elevation 
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Building 7159 – first floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7159 – northeast (front) elevation 
 

2. Building 7159 – right side of the southeast elevation 
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3. Building 7159 – newer concrete steps located on the right side of the southeast elevation leading to the 
first floor balcony area located on the northeast (front) elevation 
 

4. Building 7159 – view of the southeast and southwest corner 
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5. Building 7159 – original opening in the foundation on the southeast elevation 

6. Building 7159 – southwest elevation where two original windows were removed and the openings have 
been filled in 
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7. Building 7159 – southwest elevation with newer mechanical equipment 

8. Building 7159 – view of the southwest and northwest corner 
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9. Building 7159 – northwest elevation with basement entry 
 

10. Building 7159 – close-up of basement entry located on the left side of the northwest elevation 
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11. Building 7159 – looking at original wood stairs and handrails located on the right side of the northeast 
(front) elevation 

12. Building 7159 – looking up at second floor balcony on the northeast (front) elevation 
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13. Building 7159 – looking northwest on the first floor balcony located on the northeast (front) elevation 
 

14. Building 7159 – original paired nine-over-nine windows located on the northeast (front) elevation 
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15. Building 7159 – concrete windowsill 
 

16. Building 7159 – replacement metal door and original three-pane wood transom located on the first 
floor of the left side of the northeast (front) elevation 
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17. Building 7159 – original wood capital detail located on the northeast (front) elevation 
 

18. Building 7159 – looking at original wood stairs and handrails located on the left side of the northeast 
(front) elevation 
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19. Looking from a distance at the oblique view of the southeast and southwest elevations of Buildings 
7157, 7158, and 7159 (left to right)  

20. Oblique view of the southeast and southwest elevations of Buildings 7157, 7158, and 7159 (left to right) 
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21. Oblique view of the northeast (front) and southeast elevations of Buildings 7157, 7158, and 7159 (left to 
right) 
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Building 7159 – first floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7159 – close-up of original window trim located on the southeast wall 
 

2. Building 7159 – looking down first floor interior hallway 
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3. Building 7159 – interior view of paired original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows located on 
the northeast wall 

 

4. Building 7159 – urinals in northwest latrine  
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5. Building 7159 – replacement radiator located in the northwest latrine 

6. Building 7159 – replacement light fixture 
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7. Building 7159 – interior view of replacement steel door with original wood three-pane transom above 
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Building 7159 – second floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7159 – looking northwest on the second floor balcony located on the northeast (front) elevation 

2. Building 7159 – view from the second floor balcony located on the northeast (front) elevation 
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3. Building 7159 – interior view of original wood three-pane transom above a steel replacement entry door 
door on the northeast wall 

COORDINATES 
UTM 13 
3521956N  
362666E  

USGS QUAD 
El Paso 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7159 in red 
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Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7159 squared in red 

2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7159 in red 
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PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss 
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EXCELLENT        GOOD              POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
Real Property Records on file at the Real Property Management Office, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
 
 
PRELIMINARY NATIONAL REGISTER 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
 
 
 
ELIGIBLE/CONTRIBUTING             NOT ELIGIBLE 

FORM PREPARED BY: 
Sunny Stone, Adam Smith, and Susan Enscore 
Engineer Research and Development Center 
Construction Engineering Research Laboratory 
2902 Farber Drive 
Champaign, IL  61822 
 
 
 
DATE: AUGUST 2006 

DESCRIPTION 
Building 7159 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of 
Forwood Street, East of Lazear Street, south of Beaumont Drive, and west of McCaw Street. The structure is 
currently vacant.  

Building 7159 is a two-story rectangular structure with a raised basement that consists of a concrete foundation, 
hollow clay tile walls clad with stucco, a hipped roof, interlock asphalt shingles, original metal roof ventilators, 
replacement elevated swamp coolers, exposed rafter ends, two-story full-width porch, original wood paneled columns 
and wood plank ceilings, original wood balustrade, original cast iron metal handrails, original nine-over-nine wood 
double-hung windows, original six-over-six wood double-hung windows, concrete windowsills, replacement steel 
doors with one light, original wood three-pane hopper transoms, a small gabled addition over  the basement entry, 
and original painted interior plaster walls. 

The structure is 109’-2” by 35’-2” with an approximate square footage of 7,630 square feet that does include the two 
porches. The first floor has a height of 11’-9” from the finished floor to the ceiling and the second floor has a height 
of 11’-6”.  

The northeast (front) elevation is dominated by a two-story full-width open porch with full-height paneled wood 
columns (see exterior figure 1). The columns divide the elevation into eleven bays. The columns have a paneled 
square shaft, unadorned capitals, and the original bases have been covered with a stucco cladding material (see 
exterior figures 1, 12, and 17 and interior second floor plan figure 2)). Two respond columns are located on the 
northeast and southeast corner of the exterior wall. Two sets of poured concrete steps with original cast iron handrails 
provide access to the first floor platform porch area. One set of steps is located on the left side of the elevation, while 
the other is located on the right side of the elevation. Access to the second floor is provided by two sets of original 
wood-frame U-shaped stairs, one is located on each end of the porch (see exterior figures 1, 2, 9, and 11). The first 
floor porch is concrete with cast iron handrails positioned between the columns (see exterior figure 13), while the 
second floor has tongue-and-groove wood flooring and has a painted wood balustrade running the length of the porch 
(see second floor plan figures 1 and 2). All of the wood porch elements are painted. Both the first and second floors 
are similar in a fenestration pattern. The elevation is symmetrical and consists of a single original nine-over-nine 
wood double-hung window, replacement steel door with one light and an original three-pane wood transom above, 
five sets of paired evenly spaced original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows, a replacement steel door with 
one light and an original three-pane wood transom above, and a single original nine-over-nine wood double-hung 
window per floor (see exterior figures 14 and 16). 
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The right side of the southeast elevation is where the two-story open porch is located (see exterior figure 2). A newer 
set of poured concrete steps with steel handrails was added to the right side of the elevation to provide access to the 
first floor porch area (see exterior figure 3). The main portion of the two-story elevation consists of two single 
original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows per floor (see exterior figure 4). 

The southwest (back) elevation has had some modifications. Original paired double-hung windows located on the 
right side of the elevation on both the first and second floors were removed at an unknown date and single entry 
replacement doors filled the original openings for sometime. However, these two doors have since been removed and 
the openings are currently filled in and have been stuccoed to match the existing exterior wall finish (see exterior 
figure 6). Both the first and second floors are similar in a fenestration pattern. The elevation consists of paired 
original six-over-six wood double-hung windows (bathroom area), a single original nine-over-nine wood double-
hung window, five sets of paired original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows, a filled-in original window 
opening, and a single original nine-over-nine wood double-hung window (from the left side to the right side of the 
elevation). Two elevated replacement swamp coolers are located in the middle set of the paired window openings 
(see exterior figure 7).  

The left side of the northwest elevation is where the two-story open porch is located (see exterior figure 9). The first 
and second floors are similar in fenestration pattern. A single original nine-over-nine wood double-hung window is 
located on the left side of the main exterior wall, while a smaller, single original six-over-six wood double-hung 
window (bathroom area) is located on the right side of the elevation. Small bright aluminum round metal ventilators 
have been placed in one pane opening on each window (see exterior figure 9). A small gable enclosed addition 
constructed on the left side of the elevation encloses the basement steps. A wide five-panel wood door provides 
access to the basement (see exterior figure 10). 

The structure is rectangular in plan with the main entrance on the northeast side off of the two-story porch. There are 
no interior stairs. The first and second floor plans are similar. A central double loaded corridor runs the length of the 
interior, while individual partitioned rooms project off of the corridor (see interior first floor plan figure 2). The 
flooring throughout most of the building is carpeted, while the bathrooms that are located on the north end of the 
structure have replacement linoleum tiles. The newer partition wall finish is painted gypsum board and original 
interior wall finish is plaster. A drop ceiling was added to both floors in the corridor area and bathroom areas when 
the central corridor was constructed. Fluorescent lighting within the drop ceiling runs down each corridor and 
attached fluorescent fixtures are within each private room (see interior first floor plan figure 6). All of the original 
doors and radiators have been replaced (see interior first floor plan figure 5). The original trim around the windows 
are intact (see interior first floor plan figures 1 and 3). The mop sink located in the men’s bathroom on both floors are 
still intact.  

HISTORY 
Building 7159 was originally constructed as a medical detachment barracks in 1921 at a cost of $28,887.55. The 
structure was one of three two-story barracks constructed at the same time at the William Beaumont General 
Hospital.  The structure was converted to a ward in 1941. Capital improvements were done to the building in May 
1981 at a cost of $35,900.00. The building was renovated in 1991. A ramp system that connected two of the barracks 
was removed at an unknown date.  Building 7159 was assigned to the Engineer Liaison Branch, William Beaumont 
in November 1975, and then was transferred to the Directorate Reserve Component Support office. In June 1989, a 
request was made for the building to be turned back to DEH Real Estate for assignment to the Directorate of Reserve 
Component Support. Upon assignment, this building was used to billet Army National Guard and U.S. Army Reserve 
medical units performing annual training at Fort Bliss. It was mutually agreed that the CRCS would retain and 
manage the building for a minimum of ten years to justify expenditure of funds. Building 7159 was given layaway 
status in February 1998, but the building was assigned to the 220th MP Brigade in May 1999, then to the 43d MP 
Brigade in June 1999.  At the same time, the 220th also took responsibility for Buildings 7155, 7157, 7158, 7166, 
and 7167. 
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ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of Building 7159 is in poor condition; however, the structure maintains a majority of the original 
character. The stuccoed exterior walls are in good condition but are showing some signs of cracking and paint 
deterioration; however, they still maintain the original exterior fabric. A majority of the original nine-over-nine and 
six-over-six wood double-hung windows with concrete windowsills remain intact (see exterior figure 14), with the 
exception of the removal of two paired windows located on the southwest elevation (see exterior figure 6). The 
painted windows are in good condition but are showing signs of paint deterioration. All of the original wood panel 
exterior doors have been replaced with steel doors that have one light. However, the original three-pane wood 
transom located above each of these doors remains intact (see exterior figure 16). The two-story full-width open 
porch with full-height paneled columns located on the northeast (front) elevation gives this structure its main 
architectural detail and character (see exterior figure 1). All of the porch elements such as wood columns, stairs, and 
balustrades have been painted; however, all of these elements are in poor condition and are showing signs of paint 
and wood deterioration (see exterior figures 1, 9, and 12).  The original wood plank ceilings remain intact. The 
original cast iron metal handrails located in the first floor porch are intact but show signs of paint deterioration. The 
original tongue-and-groove floor of the second floor porch is intact and is currently being protected by a large rubber 
mat (see interior second floor plan figure 2). The original roof has been replaced at an unknown date with an 
interlock asphalt shingles; however, the northeast portion of the roof that covers the open porch is in poor condition 
along with exposed rafter ends on this side of the structure. The roof and rafters are showing signs of heavy water 
damage and some of the sheathing and shingles are decaying or missing (see exterior figure 9). A small gable 
addition was constructed on the northeast corner of the structure at an unknown date to protect the basement entry 
(see exterior figure 10) and two large elevated swamp coolers were added to the southwest elevation at an unknown 
date (see exterior figure 7).  

The layouts of the floor plans of the building have undergone major modifications since the original design in order 
to accommodate the changing use of the structure over time. The original open bay sleeping areas were enclosed in 
the early 1980s when gypsum board partitions were constructed to create individual sleeping rooms this created a 
central double loaded corridor (see interior first floor plan figure 2). The original laundry room located on the 
northeast corner on both floors has been replaced with bathrooms. All of the original flooring in the barracks area has 
been covered with carpet, while the original bathroom flooring has been removed or covered with linoleum tiles. The 
original plaster ceiling remains intact in the individual private rooms, while a drop ceiling was added to the corridor 
and bathroom areas. All of the original light fixtures have been removed and replaced with fluorescent light fixtures 
(see interior first floor plan figure 6). The mop sinks in the first and second floor men’s bathroom remain intact along 
with all of the trim around the wood windows (see interior first floor plan figures 1 and 3). 

The building retains its original 1921 exterior appearance and building footprint. Unlike the other barracks structures 
(Buildings 7157 and 7158), this barracks has retained its second floor open porch on the northeast elevation. The 
other two barracks structures’ second floor porches have been enclosed. The overall fabric of Building 7159 has been 
preserved.     

DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7159 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7159 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 

Building 7159, Medical Detachment Barracks – original open floor plans in lower right corner, 1968 
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Building 7159, Medical Detachment Barracks – alterations to floor plans with double loaded corridor, NO 
DATE 
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of Beaumont Drive, east of 
Lazear Street, and southwest of 
McCaw Street 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Administrative and Supply Building/Post Office 
Branch/Medical Detachment Library/Building 7166 

STATUS 
Occupied 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Unknown 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1922 
DATE OF ALTERATIONS 
1969 – various alterations 
1991 - unknown 
2003 – modifications and 
upgrades on interior 

NO. OF STORIES 
1 with a partial 
basement, and crawl 
space 
 

FOOTPRINT 
Rectangular 

MASSING 
Clipped gable 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete 

WALLS 
Hollow clay tile with 
stucco 

ROOF 
Interlock asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Library Administrative 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7166 
is north of Building 7139, southeast of Buildings 
7157, 7158, and 7159, and south of Building 
7167 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Raised concrete foundation 
Clipped gable roof with louvers set into gables 
Interlock asphalt shingles 
Exposed roof rafter ends 
Replacement six-over-six vinyl double-hung windows 
Replacement four-over-four vinyl double-hung windows 
Concrete windowsills 
Original five panel wood doors with replacement hardware 
Replacement steel doors 
Replacement swamp cooler on roof 
 

Building 7166 – southwest (front) elevation 
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Building 7166 – floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7166 – southwest (front) elevation 
 

2. Building 7166 – replacement steel doors located on the right side of the southwest (front) elevation 
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3. Building 7166 – looking at the left side of the southwest (front) elevation with original wood double 
doors with replacement hardware and replacement paired windows 

4. Building 7166 – view of the southwest and northwest corner  
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5. Building 7166 – original wood louvered vent located in the gable on the northwest elevation 

6. Building 7166 – northeast elevation 
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7. Building 7166 – two small replacement four-over-four double-hung windows located on the right side of 
the northeast elevation 

8. Building 7166 – paired replacment windows located on the northeast elevation 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7166 709 

9. Building 7166 – roof overhang detail with exposed wood rafters 

10. Building 7166 – view of the northeast and southeast corner 
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11. Building 7166 – southeast elevation 
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Building 7166 – first floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7166 – interior view of replacement six-over-six double-hung window 

2. Building 7166 – interior view of paired replacement six-over-six double-hung windows 
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3. Building 7166 – replacement steel panel door 
 

4. Building 7166 – replacement steel panel door 
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COORDINATES  
UTM 13 
3521936N  
362732E  
  

USGS QUAD 
El Paso 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7166 in red 

Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7166 squared in red 
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2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7166 in red 
PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss 
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EXCELLENT        GOOD              POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
Real Property Records on file at the Real Property Management Office, Fort Bliss, Texas.  
 
Ellsworth, Shelia A., Amy J. Lamb, and Patrick M. Nowlan. The William Beaumont General Hospital Historic 

District at Fort Bliss, Texas. Historic American Building Survey II. U.S. Army Construction Engineering 
Research Laboratories. Champaign, Illinois. September 1997. 

PRELIMINARY NATIONAL REGISTER 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
 
 
 
ELIGIBLE/CONTRIBUTING             NOT ELIGIBLE 

FORM PREPARED BY: 
Sunny Stone, Adam Smith, and Susan Enscore 
Engineer Research and Development Center 
Construction Engineering Research Laboratory 
2902 Farber Drive 
Champaign, IL  61822 
 
 
 
DATE: AUGUST 2006 
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DESCRIPTION 
Building 7166 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of 
Beaumont Drive, east of Lazear Street, and southwest of McCaw Street. The structure is currently used as an 
administrative and supply building.  

Building 7166 is a one-story rectangular structure with a raised partial basement and crawl space that consists of a 
concrete foundation, hollow clay tile walls clad with stucco, a clipped gable roof with louvers set into the gables, 
interlock asphalt shingles, replacement swamp cooler located on the roof, exposed rafter ends, enclosed projecting 
entry area, replacement six-over-six vinyl double-hung windows, replacement four-over-four vinyl double-hung 
windows, concrete windowsills, original five panel wood doors with replacement hardware, and replacement steel 
doors. No original features were found on the interior of Building 7166. 

The administrative and supply building is 60’-5” by 35’-0” with an approximate square footage of 2,200 square feet. 

The southwest (front) elevation is simple and faces Lazear Street (see exterior figure 1). The left side of the elevation 
consists of original five panel wood doors with replacement handles and locks. These doors are protected by a small 
flat roof canopy addition that is supported by to square wood columns (see exterior figure 3). Two sets of paired 
replacement vinyl double-hung windows are located to the right of the doors. These windows are recessed into the 
hollow clay tile stuccoed exterior wall (see exterior figure 3). A small enclosed projected entry area is located to the 
right of the recessed windows. The projected area has a gable roof covered with interlock asphalt shingles. Double 
entry replacement steel doors provide access to the projected entry and a replacement light fixture is positioned above 
the doors (see exterior figure 2). Paired replacement vinyl double-hung windows that are recessed into the exterior 
wall are located on the far right side of the southwest elevation. 

The northwest elevation is asymmetrical and consists of a single entry original five panel wood door with 
replacement handle and lock. A replacement light fixture is located above the door and poured concrete steps with 
replacement metal handrails provide access to the entry. Paired replacement vinyl double-hung windows are located 
to the right of the door. These windows are not recessed into the exterior wall like the windows located on the 
southwest (front) elevation. A short poured concrete wall located below the windows protects the poured concrete 
steps that lead to the basement level (see exterior figure 4). The clipped gable end is visible and a wood louvered vent 
is located in the gable end (see exterior figure 5). 

The northeast (back) elevation faces an open lot. The raised concrete basement level is visible on this elevation (see 
exterior figure 6). A small replacement four-over-four vinyl double-hung window is located on the left side of the 
elevation. Paired replacement six-over-six vinyl double-hung windows are located to the right of the smaller window 
(see exterior figure 8). These windows are not recessed into the exterior wall. Another set of paired replacement six-
over-six vinyl windows that are recessed into the exterior wall are located to the right of the other paired windows 
and two small replacement four-over-four vinyl windows are located on the far right of the northeast elevation (see 
exterior figure 7). 

The southeast elevation is asymmetrical and a portion of the raised concrete basement level is visible on this 
elevation as the ground slopes down from left to right. An original crawl space opening, which is located on the right 
side of the exposed basement level, has been covered with plywood (see exterior figure 10). The elevation consists of 
two single replacement six-over-six vinyl double-hung windows and a smaller replacement six-over-six vinyl double-
hung window, which is located on the right side of the elevation. The smaller window does not fit the larger original 
window opening. The concrete windowsill remains intact while the remainder of the opening has been filled in and 
stuccoed. The clipped gable end is visible and a wood louvered vent is located in the gable end. Vegetation is 
growing too close to the left side of the southeast elevation. Replacement plumbing pipes run down the right side of 
the elevation and across the bottom of the elevation above the exposed basement level.  

The layout of the first floor of Building 7166 has undergone some modifications since the original design in order to 
accommodate the changing use of the structure over time. The original flooring is either covered up or replaced with 
newer tile. All of the original light fixtures have been replaced with fluorescent lights and a drop ceiling was installed 
at an unknown date. Most of the original trim around the doors and windows has been removed (see interior figure 1 
and 3). The original interior painted plaster wall finish is still intact.   
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HISTORY 
Building 7166 was originally constructed as the medical detachment library in 1922 at a cost of $4,500. From circa 
1945 to 1992, the building was used as a post office branch. Various alterations were made in November 1969 at a 
cost of $2,794.72.  Building 7166 was vacant from 1977 to 1991.  In June 1991, the building was assigned to the 
Reserve Component Support Division for use by the Reserve Component training at Fort Bliss as an administration 
and supply structure.  Building 7166 was given layaway status in February 1998.   By May 1999, the building was 
assigned to the 220th MP Brigade, and then transferred to the 43rd MP Brigade in June 1999.  At the same time, the 
220th also took responsibility for Buildings 7155, 7157, 7158, 7159, and 7167. Responsibility for the building passed 
to the Facilities Management Division, WBAMC in 2003.  In May 2003, the building was reclassified from a Co HQ 
Bldg to a Laboratory and served as a medical storage facility for the Fort Bliss Blood Donor Center located in 
Building 7167.   

ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONCONTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of Building 7166 is in excellent condition and maintains most of the original character of the structure. 
The stuccoed exterior walls are in excellent condition and maintain the original exterior fabric. All of the wood 
double-hung windows have been replaced with either six-over-six vinyl double-hung windows or four-over-four 
vinyl double-hung windows; however, this modification is in-kind in appearance to the original type of window used 
on the building (see exterior figures 7 and 8 and interior figures 1 and 2). Only one original window opening has been 
altered from its original appearance. The window opening on the far right side of the southeast elevation is now filled 
in with a smaller six-over-six vinyl double-hung window and the remainder has been filled and stuccoed to match the 
exterior wall. The concrete windowsill remains intact (see exterior figure 10). Most of the original five panel wood 
doors are intact with the exception of replacement handles and locks. The original double entry doors located on the 
enclosed projected area on the southwest elevation have been replaced with solid steel doors (see exterior figure 2). 
The flat canopy addition located on the left side of the southwest elevation was added at an unknown date and does 
not detract from the original design intentions. The original roof has been replaced at an unknown date with an 
interlock asphalt shingles and the original metal roof ventilators have been removed and a large swamp cooler was 
placed on the east side of the clipped gable roof (see exterior figure 6).  

The layout of the first floor of the building has undergone some modifications since the original design in order to 
accommodate the changing use of the structure over time. The original flooring is either covered up or replaced with 
newer tile. All of the original light fixtures have been replaced with fluorescent lights and a drop ceiling was installed 
at an unknown date. Most of the original trim around the doors and windows has been removed (see interior figures 1 
and 3). The original interior painted plaster wall finish is still intact. 

Even though the building had a few modifications, it retains its original 1922 exterior appearance and building 
footprint. The overall fabric of Building 7166 has been preserved.    

DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7166 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7166 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 
 

Building 7166, Post Office – floor plans, 1945 
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of Beaumont Drive, east of 
Lazear Street, and southwest of 
McCaw Street 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Blood Donor Center/Administrative and Supply 
Building/Main Library/Medical Detachment 
Kitchen/Building 7167 

STATUS 
Occupied 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Designed under the direction of the 
Surgeon General’s Office of the 
United States Army, Washington, DC 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1921 
DATE OF ALTERATIONS 
Unknown – modifications and 
upgrades on interior 

NO. OF STORIES 
1 and a crawl space 
 

FOOTPRINT 
Rectangular  

MASS 
Clipped gable 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete  

WALLS 
Hollow clay tile with 
stucco 

ROOF 
Interlock asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Mess Hall Medical 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7167 
is north of Building 7166, east of Building 7159, 
and west of Building 7183. 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Raised concrete foundation 
Clipped gable roof with louvers set into gables 
Interlock asphalt shingles 
Exposed roof rafter ends 
Original metal roof ventilators 
Two open porches 
One incised porch on the northwest side 
Original wood beadboard porch ceilings 
Original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows 
Original six-over-six wood double-hung windows 
Concrete windowsills 
Five panel wood doors  
Original three-pane wood transoms 
Cast iron handrails  
Original wood panel columns 

Building 7167 – southwest (front) elevation 
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Building 7167 – floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7167 – southwest (front) elevation 
 

2. Building 7167 – right side of original raised concrete platform with wood columns located on the 
southwest (front) elevation 
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3. Building 7167 – looking northwest at open porch located on the southwest (front) elevation 

4. Building 7167 – original concrete steps with original metal handrails leading to raised open porch on 
the southwest (front) elevation 
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5. Building 7167 – wood panel door with original three-pane transom and original wood column supports 
located on the southwest (front) elevation 

6. Building 7167 – age-appropriate wood panel doors with replacement hardware, replacement light 
fixture, and original stuccoed arch detail located on the left side of the southwest (front) elevation where 
an breezeway was orignally located 
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7. Building 7167 – incised porch with original wood columns located on the northwest elevation 

8. Building 7167 – northwest elevation 
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9. Building 7167 – modified wood column base located on the northwest elevation 
 

10. Building 7167 – close-up of the northwest porch supports 
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11. Building 7167 – looking at the original porch ceiling with replacement light fixtures 

12. Building 7167 – right side of the northeast (back) elevation 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7167 727 

13. Building 7167 – left side of the northeast (back) elevation 

14. Building 7167 – paired original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows located on the right side of 
the northeast (back) elevation 
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15. Building 7167 – age-appropriate wood panel doors with replacement hardware, replacement light 
fixture, and original stuccoed arch detail (located on the right side of the northeast (back) elevation) where 
a breezeway was orignally located 

16. Building 7167 – close-up of an original wood double-hung window located on the northeast (back) 
elevation 
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17. Building 7167 – original six-over-six wood double-hung window located on the northeast (back) 
elevation 

18. Building 7167 – original wood double-hung windows located on the northeast (back) elevation 
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19. Building 7167 – looking at raised porch on the northeast (back) elevation 
 

20. Building 7167 – close-up of original wood column supports and cast iron handrails 
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21. Building 7167 – close-up of modified wood column base 
 

22. Building 7167 – close-up of original wood porch elements 
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23. Building 7167 – wood panel door with new hardware and original three-pane transom above located 
on the northeast (back) elevation 

 

24. Building 7167 – concrete stairs with replacement metal handrails located on the northeast (back) 
elevation 
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25. Building 7167 – original wood and mesh metal vent located in the raised concrete foundation on the 
left side of the northeast (back) elevation 

 

26. Buildikng 7167 – replacement crawl space door located in the raised basement foundation on the left 
side of the northeast (back) elevation 
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27. Building 7167 – southeast elevation 
 

28. Building 7167 – modified window opening located on the southeast elevation  
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29. Building 7167 – original metal roof ventilator 
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Building 7167 – floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7167 – looking southeast down the interior hallway 
 

2. Building 7167 – interior view of original winow located on the northeast wall 
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3. Building 7167 – interior view of original paired nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows located on 
the northeast wall 

4. Building 7167 – close-up of window hardware and wood trim  
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5. Building 7167 – interior view of wood panel door with replacement hardware and original three-pane 
wood transom located on the southwest wall 

 

6. Building 7167 – interior view of wood panel door with replacement hardware and original three-pane 
wood transom located on the northeast wall 



740 Building 7167 ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 

 

7. Building 7167 – interior view of wood panel door with replacement hardware and original three-pane 
wood transom located on the left end of the northeast wall 

COORDINATES 
UTM 13 
3521988N  
362696E  

USGS QUAD 
El Paso 
 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7167 in red 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7167 741 

Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7167 squared in red 

2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7167 in red 
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PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss 
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EXCELLENT        GOOD              POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
Real Property Records on file at the Real Property Management Office, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
 
PRELIMINARY NATIONAL REGISTER 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
 
 
 
ELIGIBLE/CONTRIBUTING             NOT ELIGIBLE 

FORM PREPARED BY: 
Sunny Stone, Adam Smith, and Susan Enscore 
Engineer Research and Development Center 
Construction Engineering Research Laboratory 
2902 Farber Drive 
Champaign, IL  61822 
 
 
 
DATE: AUGUST 2006 

DESCRIPTION 
Building 7167 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of 
Beaumont Drive, east of Lazear Street, and southwest of McCaw Street. The structure is currently used as a blood 
donor center.  

Building 7167 is a one-story rectangular structure with a raised basement that consists of a concrete foundation, 
hollow clay tile walls clad with stucco, a clipped gable roof with louvers set into the gables, interlock asphalt 
shingles, original metal roof ventilator, exposed rafter ends, two open porches with original wood columns supports 
and wood beadboard ceilings, one incised porch with original wood panel columns and wood beadboard ceiling, 
original cast iron metal handrails, original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows, original six-over-six wood 
double-hung windows, concrete windowsills, five-panel wood doors with replacement hardware, and original three-
pane transoms.  

The medical storage facility is 132’-8” by 30’-4” with an approximate square footage of 4,044 square feet. 

The southwest (front) elevation is asymmetrical and faces Lazear Street (see exterior figure 1). The elevation consists 
of original nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows and a three-bay open porch. The left side of the elevation is 
where an incised portico is located, which faces the northwest. There is a single original double-hung window located 
on the left side of the main structure. Paired original double-hung windows are located to the right of the single 
window. A set of age-appropriate wood panel doors with replacement hardware is located to the right of these 
windows. A stuccoed arch detail on the exterior wall that surrounds these doors indicated where a breezeway was 
originally located (see exterior figure 6). Poured concrete steps provide access to the doors. A replacement light 
fixture is located above these doors. Three single original double-hung windows and paired original double-hung 
windows are located to the right of the doors. 
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The three-bay open porch is located to the right of these windows, which is slightly off center and on the right side of 
the elevation (see exterior figures 1 and 5). The porch is supported by four original wood columns (see exterior figure 
2). The columns have a paneled square shaft, unadorned capitals, and the original bases have been covered with a 
stucco cladding material. The porch rests on a raised concrete platform that is accessible by poured concrete steps on 
both the north and south sides (see exterior figures 3, 4, and 5). It also has a slight sloping roof with interlock asphalt 
shingles, exposed rafter ends, an original wood ceiling, a simple frieze, and original cast iron metal handrails. The 
porch roof protects two sets of original paired double-hung windows, a five panel wood door with replacement 
hardware, and an original three-light transom located above the door (see exterior figure 5). There are two sets of 
paired original double-hung windows located to the right of the porch on the southwest elevation. 

The northwest elevation is symmetrical and is dominated by an incised porch that constitutes the entire elevation (see 
exterior figure 7). The three-bay porch consists of four original square wood columns, and two respond columns 
attached to the exterior wall (see exterior figure 8). The columns have a paneled square shaft, unadorned capitals, and 
the original bases have been covered with a stucco cladding material (see exterior figures 9 and 10). The columns rest 
on a poured concrete base which also is the floor of the porch. A poured concrete ramp provides access to the porch 
from the northeast side and a single concrete step provides access from the northwest side. It also has exposed rafter 
ends, a simple frieze, an original wood ceiling (see exterior figure 11), replacement can-light fixtures, and original 
cast iron metal handrails. The clipped gable roof protects two single original double-hung windows, a five panel 
wood door with replacement hardware, and an original three-light transom located above the door (see exterior figure 
8). The clipped gable end is visible and a wood louvered vent is located in the gable end. 

The northeast (back) elevation faces an open parking lot (see exterior figures 12and 13). A portion of the raised 
concrete foundation is visible on this elevation. A small replacement crawl space door is located on the far left side of 
the concrete foundation (see exterior figure 26). There are three small original wood and mesh metal vents located 
across the elevation in the raised concrete foundation (see exterior figure 25). The elevation is dominated by original 
nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows (see exterior figures 14, 16, 17, and 18). There are four sets of paired 
original windows located on the left side of the elevation. A one-bay open porch is located to the right of these 
windows (see exterior figure 19). The porch is supported by two original wood columns. The columns have a paneled 
square shaft and unadorned wood capitals and bases (see exterior figure 20). The porch rests on a raised concrete 
platform that is accessible by poured concrete steps located on the southeast side (see exterior figures 21 and 24). The 
porch has a slight sloping roof with interlock asphalt shingles, exposed rafter ends, an original wood ceiling, a simple 
frieze, and original cast iron handrails in between the columns (see exterior figure 22). The porch roof protects a 
single entry wood panel door and a three-light transom (see exterior figure 23). Paired original nine-over-nine wood 
double-hung windows and a single original double-hung window are located to the right of the porch (see exterior 
figure 18). Three original six-over-six wood double-hung windows are located to the right of the larger nine-over-
nine windows. A set of age-appropriate wood panel doors with replacement hardware is located to the right of the 
smaller windows. A stuccoed arch detail on the exterior wall surrounds these doors and indicated where a breezeway 
was originally located (see exterior figure 15). Poured concrete steps provide access to the doors. A replacement light 
fixture is located above these doors. Two sets of paired original nine-over-nine double-hung windows are located on 
the right side of the main portion of the elevation. The far right side is where the incised porch that faces northwest is 
located. A poured concrete ramp has been added to the right side of the northeast elevation to provide access to this 
open porch.        

The southeast elevation is symmetrical and consists of two window openings (see exterior figure 27). The original 
windows have been removed and the openings have been filled with wood board. The concrete windowsills remain 
intact (see exterior figure 28). The raised concrete foundation is visible on this elevation. The clipped gable end is 
visible and a wood louvered vent is located in the gable end.  

The layout of the first floor of Building 7167 has undergone some modifications. The south end of the floor plan is 
subdivided into several smaller cubicle areas and is used as office space. The original central corridor still remains 
intact with various sized enclosed rooms branching off of it (see interior figure 1). The original flooring is either 
covered up or replaced with newer tile. All of the original light fixtures have been replaced with fluorescent lights 
and a drop ceiling was installed at an unknown date (see interior figure 1). The original interior painted plaster wall 
finish is still intact, as well as the original trim around the doors and windows (see interior figures 2, 4, 5, and 6).  
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HISTORY 
Building 7167 was originally constructed in 1921 as the medical detachment kitchen located at William Beaumont 
Army Hospital at a cost of $24,177.99. The structure was designed under the direction of the Surgeon General’s 
Office of the United States Army, in the Construction Division of the War Department, Washington, DC. The 
original breezeway between the kitchen/cafeteria area and the bedrooms for the attendants was enclosed at an 
unknown date. The structure was a library at some point. 

Real Property information states that as of May 1991, the structure had been boarded up and not used since 1977. The 
following year, the building was reclassified from a library to an administration and supply building.  A request was 
made for the building to be turned in to Fort Bliss Real Property for issue to the Reserve Component Support 
Division that was also using Buildings 7157, 7158, and 7159 (barracks), and this was accomplished in June 1991.  
Building 7167 was given layaway status in June 1998after being vacated by the German Air Force Air Defense 
School. By May 1999, the building was assigned to the 220th MP Brigade, and then transferred to the 43rd MP 
Brigade in June 1999. The building served as a Company HQ facility. At the same time, the 220th also took 
responsibility for Buildings 7155, 7157, 7158, 7159, and 7166. Responsibility for the building passed to the Facilities 
Management Division, WBAMC in 2003 and Building 7167 became the Fort Bliss Blood Donor Center. 
ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of Building 7167 is in excellent condition and maintains a majority of the original character of the 
structure. The stuccoed exterior walls are in excellent condition and maintain the original exterior fabric. All but two 
of the nine-over-nine wood double-hung windows and six-over-six double-hung windows are intact and are in 
excellent condition (see exterior figures 18 and 27). It is uncertain if the five panel wood doors that are currently 
located on the exterior elevations are original to the construction date or if they were added later (see exterior figures 
5, 8, and 20). According to the original construction drawing (see below) a different type of wood panel door was 
suggested in the drawing. In any case, the current five panel doors are sensitive and age-appropriate to the 
construction date of the structure. However, most of the original hardware on the wood doors has been removed and 
replaced with newer handles and locks. The two open porches and one incised porch area still displays the character 
of the original design (see exterior figures 1, 7, and 19). The original stark wood columns, simple friezes, and wood 
ceilings remain intact. Some of the columns are showing signs of paint deterioration and the bases of most of the 
columns have been modified with a stucco cladding but overall are in good condition (see exterior figures 2, 9, 20, 
21, and 22). It is uncertain if the cast iron metal handrails located between the columns and along the concrete stairs 
on the northwest elevation are original to the construction date. According to the original construction drawing (see 
below) the type of handrail that was suggested appeared to be of wood and consisted of spindles, which currently are 
not part of the porch designs. The original roof has been replaced at an unknown date with interlock asphalt shingles 
and according to the original construction drawing (see below) the roof of the northwest open porch was designed as 
a sheet metal roof. The one major alteration to the original design of the structure was the enclosure of the open 
breezeway located on the north end of the structure. A stuccoed arch detail on the exterior wall indicates where the 
original open breezeway was located. A set of wood panel doors and a stuccoed wall currently fill the original 
breezeway opening (see exterior figures 6 and 15).  

The layout of the first floor of the building has undergone some modifications since the original design in order to 
accommodate the changing use of the structure over time. The original large cafeteria area located on the south end 
of the floor plan is now subdivided into several smaller cubicle areas and is used as office space. The original central 
corridor still remains intact with various sized enclosed rooms branching off of it (see interior figure 1). The original 
floors have been replaced or covered up with tiles. A drop ceiling has been installed and all of the original light 
fixtures have been replaced with fluorescent lights (see interior figure 1). The original interior painted plaster wall 
finish is still intact, as well as the original trim around the doors and windows (see interior figures 2, 4, 5, and 6). 
According to the property record card, some type of mural done by Von Ripper is located in the building; however, it 
was not found at the time of the survey.   

Even though the original breezeway has been modified, the building retains a majority of its original 1921 exterior 
appearance and building footprint. The overall fabric of Building 7167 has been preserved.    
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DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7167 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7167 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 

Building 7167, Medical Detachment Kitchen – floor plans, elevations, sections, and details, SEPTEMBER 
1920 
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Building 7167, Medical Detachment Kitchen – floor plan when structure was used as a library, MAY 1996 
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Building 7167, Medical Detachment Kitchen – current floor plan 
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of McCaw Street and south of 
Fred Wilson Road 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Non-Commissioned Officers (NCO) Quarters/Building 
7183 

STATUS 
Vacant 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Unknown 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1923 
DATE OF ALTERATIONS 
Unknown – enclosed porches 

NO. OF STORIES 
1 and a partial 
basement 
 

FOOTPRINT 
Rectangular 

MASSING 
Hipped 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete pier 

WALLS 
Hollow clay tile with 
stucco 

ROOF 
Asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Housing Vacant 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7183 
is northeast of Buildings 7166 and 7167 and 
west of Building 7184 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Raised concrete foundation 
Concrete windowsills 
Six-over-six wood double-hung windows 
Exposed wood roof rafters 
Hardwood interior floor in the living room 
Wood baseboard 
Picture rail in bedrooms 
Painted plaster interior walls  
Brick chimney 
Five panel wood doors with original hardware 
Wood transoms with one to four lights 
Two small shed roof louvered vents 
Two projecting enclosed porches 

Building 7183 – south (front) elevation 
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Building 7183 – floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7183 – south (front) elevation 

2. Building 7183 – oblique view of the south (front) and west elevations 
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3. Building 7183 – west elevation 

4. Building 7183 – right side of the north elevation  
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5. Building 7183 – left side of the north elevation with original door opening covered with plywood 

6. Building 7183 – oblique view of the north (back) and east elevations 
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7. Building 7183 – original window openings covered with plywood, original concrete windowsills, and 
original exposed wood rafters on the east elevation 

 

8. Building 7183 – modified enclosed porch located on the south (front) elevation 
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9. Building 7183 – original brick chimney and deteriorating asphalt shingles 
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Building 7183 – first floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7183 – view of modified enclosed porch area  

2. Building 7183 – replacement porch light 
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3. Building 7183 – original exterior wood panel door leading from the modified enclosed porch to the 
kitchen area 

 

4. Building 7183 – original hardware on door leading from the porch to the kitchen 
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5. Building 7183 – original four-pane wood transom located above the door leading from the porch to the 
kitchen 

6. Building 7183 – upper wood cabinets located in the kitchen area 
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7. Building 7183 – newer lower metal cabinets located in the kitchen area 
 

8. Building 7183 – interior view of original six-over-six wood double-hung window located in the living 
area 
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9. Building 7183 – original main entry door located on the north wall of the living area 

10. Building 7183 – original transom located above original interior door leading to a bedroom located on 
the north side of the building  



762 Building 7183 ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 

11. Building 7183 – original transom located above original interior door leading to a bedroom  
 

12. Building 7183 – interior view of original six-over-six wood double-hung window located in a bedroom 



ERDC/CERL SR-07-2 Building 7183 763 

 

13. Building 7183 – interior view of original six-over-six wood double-hung window located in a bedroom 

14. Building 7183 – original wood baseboard and wood plank floor in bedroom  
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15. Building 7183 – newer metal ventilation grate set into the original wood plank floor 
 

16. Building 7183 – view of bathroom 
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17. Building 7183 – replacement bathtub 
COORDINATES 
UTM 13 
3522018N  
362732E  

USGS QUAD 
El Paso 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7183 in red 
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Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7183 squared in red 

2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7183 in red 
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PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss, Texas  
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EXCELLENT        GOOD              POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
Real Property Records on file at the Real Property Management Office, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
 
PRELIMINARY NATIONAL REGISTER 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
 
 
 
ELIGIBLE/CONTRIBUTING             NOT ELIGIBLE 

FORM PREPARED BY: 
Sunny Stone, Adam Smith, and Susan Enscore 
Engineer Research and Development Center 
Construction Engineering Research Laboratory 
2902 Farber Drive 
Champaign, IL  61822 
 
 
 
DATE: AUGUST 2006 

DESCRIPTION 
Building 7183 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of McCaw 
Street and south of Fred Wilson Road. The structure is currently vacant. 

Building 7183 is a one-story structure with a partial basement that consists of a concrete pier foundation, hollow clay 
tile walls clad with stucco, a hip roof covered with asphalt shingles, original six-over-six wood double-hung 
windows, concrete windowsills, exposed wood rafter ends, a brick chimney, two small shed roof louvered vents, two 
projecting enclosed porches, original interior hardwood floors, original wood baseboard, original picture rail in both 
bedrooms, painted plaster interior walls, original five panel wood interior doors with original hardware, and original 
wood transoms. All of the door openings and all but two of the window openings have been covered with plywood. 

The structure is 36’-4” deep including the two porches and 30’-8” wide with an approximate square footage of 1,082 
square feet. The floor to ceiling height on the main level is 9’-5”. 

The hip roof has exposed rafter ends and is covered with asphalt shingles (see exterior figure 1). A shed roof projects 
from the eave of the main building to cover the modified enclosed porch on the south side (see exterior figure 2). The 
roof over the enclosed porch on the north side is considered flat and extends outward from the eave of the main 
building (see exterior figure 6). The asphalt shingles are in poor condition and show signs of deterioration. There are 
two small shed roof louvered vents located on the east and west side of the roof (see exterior figure 7). A brick 
chimney is located in the center of the quarters and projects upward from the ridge of the roof (see exterior figure 9). 

The north (front) elevation faces a busy street (Fred Wilson Road) but is currently fenced off from the street, which 
makes the entrance on the east (rear) side appear to be the main entrance (where it faces McCaw Street). The north 
elevation consists of a central enclosed projecting area (formally the open front porch). A single entry five panel 
wood door covered with plywood and accessed by poured concrete steps is located on the left side of the elevation 
(see exterior figure 5), while a six-over-six double-hung window covered with plywood is located on the right side of 
the elevation (see interior figure 13). 
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The left and right sides of the east elevation are where the two enclosed porches project outward from the main 
structure of the quarters (see exterior figure 6). The left projecting porch is enclosed with clapboard siding (see 
exterior figure 8). A single entry five panel wood door covered with plywood and accessed by poured concrete steps 
provides access to this enclosed porch on the east side. To the right of the single door is a set of concrete steps that 
lead down to the basement on the east side; however, plywood covers the basement opening. There are two six-over-
six wood double-hung windows located on the main portion of the elevation. Both windows are covered with 
plywood (see exterior figure 7). The far right side of the elevation is where the hollow clay tile stuccoed enclosed 
porch is located.  

The south (back) elevation consists of an enclosed projecting area (formally the sun porch). The porch is now 
enclosed with wood clapboard siding and two sets of paired six-over-six double-hung wood windows have been 
added to the east side of the enclosed porch (see exterior figure 1). Currently, these windows are covered with 
plywood from the exterior. A single six-over-six double-hung window covered with plywood is located on the left 
side of the south elevation (see exterior figure 1 and interior figure 13). 

The left and right sides of the west elevation are where the two enclosed porches project outward from the main 
structure of the quarters (see exterior figure 6). The left side of the elevation is where the hollow clay tile stuccoed 
enclosed porch is located. There are two six-over-six wood double-hung windows located on the main portion of the 
elevation. These two windows are not covered with plywood. The right side of the elevation is where the clapboard 
siding enclosed projecting porch is located (see exterior figure 2). Paired six-over-six double-hung wood windows 
were added to the west side of the enclosed porch (see interior figure 1). Currently, these windows are covered with 
plywood.   

The first floor has retained its original layout and most of the original finishes with the exception of the alterations to 
the porches. The interior is divided into a kitchen area, a living area, two bedrooms, and a bathroom. The floor 
finishes vary throughout the structure. The original flooring is located in the living room (hardwood) and the 
bathroom (small ceramic tiles); while the kitchen has linoleum tiles and the bedrooms have vinyl tiles. The north 
enclosed porch has a concrete floor. The interior wall finish of the main structure is plaster with paint. The interior 
doors are five panel wood doors with original hardware and a one-pane wood hopper transom is located above each 
interior door (see interior figure 10). The door leading from the south (back) enclosed porch to the kitchen area is a 
panel wood door with six lights and original hardware (see interior figures 3 and 4). A four-pane hopper transom is 
located above this door (see interior figure 5).  

The kitchen has several wood upper cabinets with original painted crystal knobs and also several metal lower 
cabinets with original hardware (see interior figures 6 and 7). Neither set of cabinets is original to the construction of 
the building. A Formica countertop with a stainless steel edge and a double bowl porcelain sink with replacement 
faucets rest on top of the metal cabinets. The living room has original wood baseboards and picture rail. Access to the 
north (front) enclosed porch (which is used as closet space) is from the living room. A two panel wood door with one 
light is located on the north wall and leads outside (see interior figure 9). Original picture rails and wood baseboards 
encompass both bedrooms (see interior figure 14). A replacement tub with replacement shower tiles, a replacement 
toilet, and replacement sink are located in the bathroom (see interior figures 16 and 17).  

HISTORY 
Building 7183 was originally constructed in 1923 as non-commissioned officers’ (NCO) quarters at a cost of 
$4,485.00. The structure was one of eleven stuccoed tiled quarters for non-commissioned officers constructed along 
Fred Wilson Road.  Building 7183 has been vacant at least since 1988. 

The original structure depicts the bungalow style of architecture with its massing, floor plan, low-pitched roof with 
unenclosed eave overhangs, exposed rafter ends, building materials, and porches. However, Building 7183 has 
undergone a few modifications to alter the original appearance of the structure. The two original open porches were 
enclosed at an unknown date. It is hard to say if both of the porches were enclosed at the same time due to the type of 
materials used to enclose each porch; one with stuccoed hollow clay tiles and one with clapboard siding. The south 
(back) porch was enclosed with clapboard siding and paired six-over-six double-hung wood windows were added to 
the newly enclosed walls. It is also unknown if the six-over-six wood double-hung windows located on the main 
portion of the structure are original to the construction date or whether these were added at the time of the enclosure 
of the south (back) porch. 
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ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONCONTRUCTION ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of the building is in fair condition and maintains the original character. All of the door openings and all 
but two of the window openings have been covered with plywood. All of the six-over-six wood double-hung 
windows, located on the main portion of the structure and the enclosed south (back) porch are intact and are in good 
condition with original hardware latches (see interior figures 8 and 14). The original five panel wood interior doors 
with original handles and latches are intact along with the original one-pane wood hopper transoms located above 
each interior door (see interior figure 11). The original panel door that is located between the enclosed south porch 
and the kitchen area is intact with the original four-pane transom located above it (see interior figures 3, 4, and 5). 
The hipped roof covered with asphalt shingles is in poor condition and the shingles show signs of deterioration (see 
exterior figures 1 and 2). 

Although the NCO quarters has maintained its original character, it has been slightly altered throughout the years. 
The structure originally included two open porches. One was originally considered the front porch located on the 
north elevation. This porch has been enclosed with stuccoed hollow clay tiles and the interior space has been 
converted into closet space. This change caused the east living room window to be replaced with a two panel wood 
door (see interior figure 9). This new door opening was then used as the new main entry into the structure, while the 
original main entry door leads to the enclosed closet space. The south elevation was originally designed with a small 
stoop near the kitchen door. However, at an unknown date this stoop was enlarged to an enclosed sun porch. Wood 
double-hung windows were added to the enclosed porch on the south and west sides, while a wood panel door was 
added to the east side of the porch (see interior figure 1). The painted clapboard siding of the modified south porch is 
showing signs of deterioration (see exterior figures 1, 2, and 8). 

The kitchen area has undergone some modifications since the original construction date. The original floors have 
been replaced or covered up with linoleum tiles and an original pantry has been removed. There are two different sets 
of cabinets (upper wood and lower metal) that are not original to the construction of the building (see interior figures 
6 and 7).  

The living room has the original hardwood flooring, wood baseboard, and picture rail which are in good condition. 

The original flooring in the two bedrooms have been replaced or covered with vinyl tile; however, the wood 
baseboard and picture rail that encompasses both rooms remain intact (see interior figure 14). 

The bathroom has also undergone some modifications. The original small ceramic tile floor is intact, while the 
bathroom tub, shower tiles, toilet, sink, and light fixture have been replaced (see interior figures 16 and 17).   

Even though the building had modifications to the two porches, it retains a majority of its original exterior 
appearance and building footprint. The overall fabric of Building 7183 has been preserved.   

DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7183 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7183 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 

Building 7183, Non-Commissioned Officers Quarters – plans, elevations, sections, and details, NO DATE 
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Building 7183, Non-Commissioned Officers Quarters – modified floor plan, NO DATE 
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FORT BLISS HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 
PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
North of McCaw Street and south of 
Fred Wilson Road 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME/BUILDING # 
Non-Commissioned Officers (NCO) Quarters/Building 
7184 
 

STATUS 
Vacant 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
Unknown 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
1923 
DATE OF ALTERATIONS 
Unknown – enclosed porches 

NO. OF STORIES 
1 and a partial 
basement 
 

FOOTPRINT 
Complex 

MASSING 
Hipped 

FOUNDATION 
Concrete piers 

WALLS 
Hollow clay tiles with 
stucco  

ROOF 
Asphalt shingles 

PROPERTY FUNCTION 
HISTORIC USE(S)        CURRENT USE 
Housing Vacant 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BUILDINGS 
Located in the lower portion of the William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Building 7184 
is north of Buildings 7139, 7137, and 7136 and 
east of Building 7183 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
Raised concrete foundation 
Concrete windowsills 
Six-over-six wood double-hung windows 
Exposed wood roof rafters 
Hardwood interior floor in the living room 
Wood baseboard 
Picture rail in bedrooms 
Painted plaster interior walls  
Brick chimney 
Five panel wood doors with original hardware 
Wood transoms with one to four lights 
Two small shed roof louvered vents 
Two projecting enclosed porches 

Building 7184 – south (front) elevation 
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Building 7184 – floor plan with identification numbers for exterior photographs 
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1. Building 7184 – south (front) elevation 
 

2. Building 7184 – close-up of modified enclosed porch connection to original exterior wall on the south 
(front) elevation 
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3. Building 7184 – oblique view of the south (front) and west elevations 
 

4. Building 7184 – original six-over-six wood double-hung window with concrete windowsill located on the 
west elevation 
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5. Building 7184 – oblique view of the west and north (back) elevations 

6. Building 7184 – oblique view of the north (back) and east elevations 
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7. Building 7184 – oblique view of the east and south (front) elevations 

8. Building 7184 – newer concrete steps and original basement entrance now covered with plywood on the 
east elevation 
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9. Building 7184 – original brick chimney and deteriorating asphalt shingles 
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Building 7184 – first floor plan with identification numbers for interior photographs 
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1. Building 7184 – view of modified enclosed porch area 
 

2. Building 7184 – wood panel door leading from the outside to the modified enclosed porch area 
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3. Building 7184 – original four-pane wood transom located above door leading from modified enclosed 
porch area to the kitchen 

4. Building 7184 – original exterior six-over-six wood double-hung windows located inside the modified 
enclosed porch 
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5. Building 7184 – looking at original door frame and baseboard leading from the kitchen area to the 
living area 

6. Building 7184 – view of kitchen area with upper wood cabinets and lower metal cabinets 
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7. Building 7184 – wood cabinets and hardware 

8. Building 7184 – 1950s metal cabinets with hardware 
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9. Building 7184 – replacement light fixture in the kitchen 
 

10. Building 7184 – original metal stove pipe covering located on the kitchen wall 
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11. Building 7184 – interior view of original six-over-six wood double-hung window located on the east 
wall 

 

12. Building 7184 – original front entry wood door located on the north wall in the living area 
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13. Building 7184 – view of modified enclosed porch now used as a closet on the north wall of the living 
area 

 

14. Building 7184 – wood panel door leading to closet area on the north wall of the living area 
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15. Building 7184 – original picture rail located in the living area 
 

16. Building 7184 – original wood transom located above interior door leading to the bedroom on the 
northwest corner 
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17. Building 7184 – original wood transom located above interior door leading to the bedroom on 
northwest corner 

 

18. Building 7184 – original bedroom door hardware 
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19. Building 7184 – interior view of original six-over-six wood double-hung window located in the 
northwest bedroom on the west wall 

 

20. Building 7184 – original interior wood panel door leading to southwest bedroom 
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21. Building 7184 – original hardware on interior door leading to southwest bedroom 
 

22. Building 7184 – view of the bathroom  
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23. Building 7184 – replacement bathtub 

24. Building 7184 – replacement tiles in the shower 
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25. Building 7184 – original vent and replacement light fixture in bathroom 
 

26. Building 7184 – original tile on bathroom floor 
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COORDINATES 
UTM 13 
3522023N  
362773E  

USGS QUAD 
El Paso 
 

1970 Fort Bliss, William Beaumont General Hospital location map, Building 7184 in red 

Map Showing the Physical Evolution of William Beaumont General Hospital from 1920 to 1945 (CERL 
1997), Building 7184 squared in red 
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2001 Fort Bliss map, 7100 Area, Building 7184 in red 
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PRESENT OWNER 
US Army Garrison, Fort Bliss 
 
 

OWNER ADDRESS 
Headquarters 
U. S. Army Garrison 
USAADACENFB 
IMSW-BLS-ZA 
Fort Bliss, TX 79916 

GENERAL CONDITION OF PROPERTY 
 
EXCELLENT        GOOD              POOR 

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 
 

IF YES, SEE 
DESCRIPTION

              YES                   NO 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
Real Property Records on file at the Real Property Management Office, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
 
Ellsworth, Shelia A., Amy J. Lamb, and Patrick M. Nowlan. The William Beaumont General Hospital Historic 

District at Fort Bliss, Texas. Historic American Building Survey II. U.S. Army Construction Engineering 
Research Laboratories. Champaign, Illinois. September 1997. 

PRELIMINARY NATIONAL REGISTER 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
 
 
 
ELIGIBLE/CONTRIBUTING             NOT ELIGIBLE 

FORM PREPARED BY: 
Sunny Stone, Adam Smith, and Susan Enscore 
Engineer Research and Development Center 
Construction Engineering Research Laboratory 
2902 Farber Drive 
Champaign, IL  61822 
 
 
 
DATE: AUGUST 2006 

DESCRIPTION 
Building 7184 is located in the lower portion of the William Beaumont Army Medical Center and is north of McCaw 
Street and south of Fred Wilson Road. The structure is currently vacant. 

Building 7184 is a one-story structure with a partial basement that consists of a concrete pier foundation, hollow clay 
tile walls clad with stucco, a hip roof covered with asphalt shingles, original six-over-six wood double-hung 
windows, concrete windowsills, exposed wood rafter ends, brick chimney, two small shed roof louvered vents, two 
projecting enclosed porches, original hardwood interior floors, original wood baseboard, original picture rail, painted 
plaster interior walls, five panel wood interior doors with original hardware, and original wood transoms. All of the 
door openings and all but two of the window openings have been covered with plywood. 

The structure is 38’-9” deep including the two porches and 30’-8” wide with an approximate square footage of 1,065 
square feet. The floor to ceiling height on the main level is 9’-5”. 

The hip roof has exposed rafter ends and is covered with asphalt shingles (see exterior figure 1). A shed roof projects 
from the eave of the main building to cover the enclosed porch on the south side (see exterior figure 3). The roof over 
the enclosed porch on the north side is considered flat and extends outward from the eave of the main building (see 
exterior figure 5). The asphalt shingles are in poor condition and show signs of deterioration. There are two small 
shed roof louvered vents located on the east and west side of the roof. A brick chimney is located in the center of the 
quarters and projects upward from the ridge of the roof (see exterior figure 9). 

The north (front) elevation faces a busy street (Fred Wilson Road), but is currently fenced off from the street which 
makes the entrance on the east (rear) side appear to be the main entrance (where it faces McCaw Street). The north 
elevation consists of a central enclosed projecting area (formally the open front porch). A single entry five panel 
wood door covered with plywood and accessed by poured concrete steps is located on the left side of the elevation, 
while a six-over-six double-hung window covered with plywood is located on the right side of the elevation (see 
exterior figures 5 and 6). 
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DESCRIPTION (cont.) 
The left and right sides of the east elevation are where the two enclosed porches project outward from the main 
structure of the quarters (see exterior figure 6). The left projecting porch is enclosed with clapboard siding (see 
exterior figure 7). A single entry five panel wood door covered with plywood and accessed by poured concrete steps 
provides access to this enclosed porch on the east side. To the right of the single door is a set of concrete steps that 
lead down to the basement on the east side; however, plywood covers the opening downward (see exterior figure 8). 
There are two six-over-six wood double-hung windows located on the main portion of the elevation. Both windows 
are covered with plywood. The far right side of the elevation is where the hollow clay tile stuccoed enclosed porch is 
located.  

The south (back) elevation consists of an enclosed projecting area (formally the sun porch). The porch is now 
enclosed with wood clapboard siding and two sets of paired six-over-six double-hung wood windows have been 
added to the east side of the enclosed porch (see exterior figures 1 and 2 and interior figure 1. Currently, these 
windows are covered with plywood from the exterior. A single six-over-six double-hung window covered with 
plywood is located on the left side of the south elevation (see exterior figure 1). 

The left and right sides of the west elevation are where the two enclosed porches project outward from the main 
structure of the quarters. The left side of the elevation is where the hollow clay tile stuccoed enclosed porch is located 
(see exterior figure 5). There are two six-over-six wood double-hung windows located on the main portion of the 
elevation. These two windows are not covered with plywood (see exterior figure 4). The right side of the elevation is 
where the clapboard siding enclosed projecting porch is located (see exterior figure 3). Paired six-over-six double-
hung wood windows were added to the west side of the enclosed porch. Currently, these windows are covered with 
plywood.   

The first floor has retained its original layout, and most of the original finishes with the exception of the alterations to 
the porches. The interior is divided into a kitchen area, a living area, two bedrooms, and a bathroom. The floor 
finishes vary throughout the structure. The original flooring is located in the living room (hardwood) and the 
bathroom (small ceramic tiles); while the kitchen has linoleum tiles and the bedrooms have vinyl tiles. The north 
enclosed porch has a concrete floor. The interior wall finish of the main structure is plaster. The interior doors are 
five panel wood doors with original hardware and a one-pane wood hopper transom is located above each interior 
door (see interior figures 16, 17, 18, 20, and 21). The door leading from the south (back) enclosed porch to the 
kitchen area is a panel wood door with six lights and original hardware. A four-pane hopper transom is located above 
this door (see interior figure 3).  

The kitchen has several wood upper cabinets with original painted crystal knobs and also several metal lower 
cabinets with original hardware (see interior figures 6, 7, and 8). Neither set of cabinets is original to the construction 
of the building. A Formica countertop with a stainless steel edge and a double bowl porcelain sink with replacement 
faucets rest on top of the metal cabinets. The living room has original wood baseboards (see interior figure 5). Access 
to the north (front) enclosed porch (which is used as closet space) is from the living room (see interior figures 13 and 
14). A two panel wood door with one light is located on the north wall and leads outside (see interior figure 12). 
Original picture rails and wood baseboards encompass both bedrooms (see interior figure 15). A replacement tub 
with replacement shower tiles and a replacement toilet is located in the bathroom (see interior figures 23 and 24). The 
original medicine/mirror cabinet, vent, and tile floor remain intact (see interior figures 25 and 26). 

HISTORY 
Building 7184 was originally constructed in 1923 as non-commissioned officers’ (NCO) quarters at a cost of 
$4,485.00. The structure was one of eleven stuccoed tiled quarters for non-commissioned officers constructed along 
Fred Wilson Road.  Building 7184 has been vacant at least since 1988. 

The original structure depicts the bungalow style of architecture with its massing, floor plan, low-pitched roof with 
unenclosed eave overhangs, exposed rafter ends, building materials and porches. However, Building 7184 has 
undergone a few modifications to alter the original appearance of the structure. The two original open porches were 
enclosed at an unknown date. It is hard to say if both of the porches were enclosed at the same time due to the type of 
materials used to enclose each porch; one with stuccoed hollow clay tiles and one with clapboard siding. The south 
(back) porch was enclosed with clapboard siding and paired six-over-six double-hung wood windows were added to 
the newly enclosed walls. It is also unknown if the six-over-six wood double-hung windows located on the main 
portion of the structure are original to the construction date or whether these were added at the time of the enclosure 
of the south (back) porch.  
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ORIGINAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTIONS ELEMENTS INTACT 
The exterior of the building is in fair condition and maintains the original character. All of the door openings and all 
but two of the window openings have been covered with plywood (see exterior figures 4, 5, and 6). All of the six-
over-six wood double-hung windows located on the main portion of the structure and the enclosed south (back) porch 
are intact and are in good condition with original hardware latches (see exterior figure 4 and interior figures 11, 16, 
and 19). The original five panel wood interior doors with original handles and latches are intact along with the 
original one-pane wood hopper transoms located above each interior door (see interior figures 16, 17, 18, 20, and 21). 
The original panel door that is located between the enclosed south porch and the kitchen area is intact with the 
original four-pane transom located above it (see interior figure 3). The hipped roof covered with asphalt shingles is in 
poor condition and the shingles show signs of deterioration (see exterior figures 1, 5, 6, and 9). 

Although the NCO quarters has maintained its original character, it has been slightly altered throughout the years. 
The structure originally includes two open porches. One was originally considered the front porch located on the 
north elevation. This porch has been enclosed with stuccoed hollow clay tiles and the interior space has been 
converted into closet space (see interior figures 13 and 14). This change caused the east living room window to be 
replaced with a two panel wood door with one light (see interior figure 12). This new door opening was then used as 
the new main entry into the structure, while the original main entry door leads to the enclosed closet space. The south 
elevation was originally designed with a small stoop near the kitchen door. However, at an unknown date this stoop 
was enlarged to an enclosed sun porch. Wood double-hung windows were added to the enclosed porch on the south 
and west sides, while a wood panel door was added to the east side of the porch (see interior figures 1 and 2). The 
painted clapboard siding of the modified south porch is showing signs of deterioration (see exterior figures 2 and 7).  

The kitchen area has undergone some modifications since the original construction date. The original floors have 
been replaced or covered up with linoleum tiles and an original pantry has been removed. There are two different sets 
of cabinets (upper wood and lower metal) that are not original to the construction of the building (see interior figures 
6, 7, and 8).  

The living room has the original hardwood flooring, wood baseboard, and picture rail which are in good condition 
(see interior figure 15). 

The original flooring in the two bedrooms have been replaced or covered with vinyl tile; however, the wood 
baseboard and picture rail that encompasses both rooms remain intact. 

The bathroom has also undergone some modifications. The original small ceramic tile floors, vent, and medicine 
cabinet/mirror are intact (see interior figures 25 and 26), while the bathroom tub, shower tiles, toilet, sink, and light 
fixture have been replaced (see interior figures 23 and 24).   

Even though the building had modifications to the two porches, it retains a majority of its original exterior 
appearance and building footprint. The overall fabric of Building 7184 has been preserved.   

DETERMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING/NONCONTRIBUTING STATUS 
Building 7184 was deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A and C as a 
contributing element to the William Beaumont General Hospital Historic District (WBGHHD) in “Inventory and 
Evaluation of the William Beaumont General Hospital Area at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas” (1996).   

The William Beaumont General Hospital area at Fort Bliss possesses a significant concentration, linkage, and 
continuity of buildings united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The NRHP district 
encompasses the permanent and semi-permanent buildings constructed in the WBGH area at Fort Bliss between 1921 
and 1945. These buildings contribute to an understanding of the hospital's role of providing medical service to 
thousands of American soldiers and their dependents during periods of both war and peace. The original wards no 
longer exist; however, the remaining buildings in the proposed WBGHHD depict the administrative, social and 
recreational environment of the hospital during the period of significance. Even though the period of construction of 
the buildings within the WBGHHD spans over 20 years, they form a cohesive environment based on architectural 
styles, construction materials, and geographic proximity.  Furthermore, Building 7184 meets NRHP criteria in that it 
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association (“Inventory and 
Evaluation,” 1996). 
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DRAWINGS 

Building 7184, Non-Commissioned Officers Quarters – plans, elevations, sections, and details, NO DATE 
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Building 7184, Non-Commissioned Officers Quarters – modified floor plan, NO DATE 
 


	Abstract
	Contents
	Figures and Tables

	Preface
	Unit Conversion Factors
	1 Methodology
	Background
	Objectives
	Approach
	Archival Research
	Literature review.
	Research material.

	Site Visits
	Analysis
	Acknowledgements


	2 History of Fort Bliss and WBGH
	U.S. Military at El Paso
	The Post Opposite El Paso
	Establishment of Fort Bliss
	Fort Bliss at Lanoria Mesa
	Fort Bliss and the Mexican Revolution
	U.S.-Mexican Hostilities
	World War I
	Between Wars
	World War II
	Fort Bliss During the Cold War

	History of United States Army Medical Department
	Army Medical Department Before World War I
	Army Medical Department in World War I
	Army Medical Department Between The Wars
	Army Medical Department During World War II
	Post-World War II Period
	Hospital Facilities at Fort Bliss

	William Beaumont General Hospital (WBGH)
	Surgeon General Meritte Weber Ireland
	Initial Construction
	Early History of William Beaumont
	William Beaumont General Hospital During World War II
	Korea and Beyond
	William Beaumont Army Medical Center


	3 Bibliography
	Primary Sources 
	Books and Reports:
	Newspaper and Periodical Articles
	Internet Sites
	Abbreviations and Acronyms

	4 Building Inventory Forms
	REPORT DOCUMENTATION PAGE
	Building 7000
	Building 7115
	Building 7122
	Building 7124
	Building 7125
	Building 7133
	Building 7136
	Building 7137
	Building 7139
	Building 7151
	Building 7152
	Building 7155
	Building 7157
	Building 7158
	Building 7159
	Building 7166
	Building 7167
	Building 7183
	Building 7184



